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Editor’s Notes

Whom Shall I Send?
By Margaret Haik, Director of Communications
While reading this month’s articles, Dan Schutte’s song “Here I Am,
Lord” ran through my head.
I, the Lord of sea and sky\I have heard my people cry\All who dwell in dark
and sin\My hand will save\I who made the stars of night\I will make their
darkness bright\Who will bear my light to them?/Whom shall I send?
The first provincial director of the United States Province, Fr. Jeffrey
Kirch, c.pp.s., offers his first leadership message this month. In it, he highlights that the community “is animated by Spirit-led leaders.” Further, he
says that everyone has a role to play in the future of the new province.
In July 2020, Fr. Garry Richmeier, c.pp.s., wrote an article for the “New
Wine Press” that we’re reprinting because it makes a good pairing to the
provincial director’s. In preparation for the creation of a new province, Fr.
Garry asked the question, where will this “new” come from? Who will step
up to animate the new province—and its ministry and mission?
Here I am, Lord/Is it I, Lord?/I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord/If You lead me
Core Value Number Four of the New Creation states: “St. Gaspar’s desire
for a ‘thousand tongues’ to proclaim the transforming power of the Blood
of Christ is lived out through our shared mission with Companions and
the Congregation of Sisters united with us in the spirituality of the Blood
of Christ.” Companion Nancy Clisbee gave a reflection at the assembly in
June. Her story of ministry in esl education is an example of Companions
sharing in the work of the Precious Blood by reaching out to those on the
margins of socity.
Also this month, Fr. Joe Uecker, c.pp.s., answers the call to “whom shall
I send?” As a follow-up to his article from April’s “New Wine Press,” Fr. Joe
invites you to join him in reading and discussing the book “Waking Up
White,” a study in white privilege.
Finally, a reprint from November 2020, Fr. Dave Kelly, c.pp.s., shares a
poem from a pbmr participant, reminding us of those we are called to serve.
I will hold Your people in my heart. 
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Leadership Team

No Time for a Vacation
By Fr. Jeffrey Kirch, c.pp.s., Provincial Director

For several years, I served in our education apostolate at Saint
Joseph’s College. I always enjoyed the challenge of this ministry.
Working with young adults was not always easy, but it was rewarding.
Months of daily interactions with students in and out of the classroom,
during the day and in the evenings, could be intense.
So, by the time June came around, I was ready for a break. One
of the benefits of ministering in education is summer break! I always
looked forward to that first week after graduation. Grades had been
turned in. The office was clean. And a summer lull came over
the campus.
Over the past few years, we have been working hard in several ways.
In addition to the wonderful pastoral work our Missionaries have been
doing in many settings, we have also been working through the new
creation process. Incredibly, we have accomplished all this while navigating a pandemic. I can only imagine that now that the United States
Province has been formed and we have a leadership team in place, we
might be tempted to enter summer vacation mode. There is no question that everyone deserves a vacation, but we cannot afford to stop
moving toward our goal.
As I have mentioned several times, our goal was not only to form a
single province but also to become more effective in the sharing of our
charism and mission. During our assembly, we had the chance to share
with one another how our Companions and Missionaries are currently
embodying our charism and mission. There is such a rich diversity of
ways we are fulfilling the dreams of St. Gaspar. As we continue to build
our bonds of community, we will enrich each other. This is certainly an
exciting time for the congregation in the United States.
As we look to the future, it is important to revisit the Core Values
from the 2019 General Assembly. These values will help guide us as a
congregation over the next few years. At the General Assembly we had
a lengthy discussion of Core Value One, which reads:
The Gospel and the Spirituality of the Blood of Christ call us, individually and as a congregation, to witness a life of conversion and renewal.
Ongoing conversion leads to a deeper understanding, appreciation, and
living out of the gift of our missionary vocation. Through nurturing a
continued on page 5
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Members and Companions meet during the 2020 Assembly in Indianapolis, photo by Central Missouri Commpanion Ruth Mather

Whence Comes the “New?”
By Fr. Garry Richmeier, c.pp.s., Kansas City, Missouri

St. Gaspar had an idea. It came from his awareness of the “signs of the times” and what he believed
people were hungering for.
A big part of his idea was to start a ministry of
parish missions. He still saw value in the ministry
of the parish priest, but he chose to fulfill a different and unmet need among the people of God.
Apparently, his assessment of what people were
needing spiritually was accurate, because we are
told people flocked to hear his preaching. His idea
became a new religious community of apostolic life.
If, like Gaspar, we want to create something new
as a community, we need to have an idea of what
something new looks like. It will need to speak to
what people are hungering for today. Then we will
need individuals with the drive, energy, and leadership ability to put the idea into practice.
Here are some of my ideas about what something
new might look like. I welcome and support anyone
who wants to take one of these ideas, flesh it out,
and run with it.
I believe people today are hungering for belonging, community, and unity. But they do not seem
to be coming to church, or to organizations within
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the church, to find those things. Some are looking
for these things in small, closed groups that identify
themselves as being against anyone whose beliefs
are different. This has led to the polarization of our
society. In the long run, a polarized society does not
satisfy anyone’s longing for community. People may
be ready for an alternative to polarization.
As a community, we could recreate ourselves to
answer the need for belonging in today’s world. Our
new mission statement could read something like
this: “With faith and trust that all was created to
work in harmony, we strive to bridge what divides
people by facilitating communication, understanding, education, and mutual respect, especially attentive to the divisions between those with and without
voice in society.”
Various ministries would fit that mission, but
given our limited human resources, we would probably need to focus on only a few.
One example would be setting up a ministry in
the inner city to bring people together to create more
life in the community. Such a ministry would require
finding a place from which to minister and then
gathering members, Companions, and volunteers
who have the desire and the skills required. Skills

that would be useful include community organizing,
mediation training, counseling, circle training, communications, urban gardening, etc. Such a ministry
would probably start small and have limited goals,
but it could grow as more people see the results and
join in the work. Part of this ministry could be to
connect with other similar local organizations, combining efforts to have a greater impact.
Another ministry appropriate to the mission
would be bringing together people of different religious views. A place like Precious Blood Renewal
Center could be equipped to host educational events
around the similarities and differences among religions. Hosting religious rituals from different religions to promote familiarity and understanding also
could be part of the work. This ministry could also
include a social action branch that would identify
and speak out against religious discrimination when
it occurs. Even bringing together Catholics with
different religious views to promote understanding
could be a part of this ministry. Again, someone
would have to spearhead the creation of such a ministry, gathering togther people who are willing and
able to do this type of work.
Additional ministries and work that would fit
this mission include working with immigration,
conflict management in parishes or other organizations, and facilitating dialogue among people of
different political persuasions.
One could argue that whatever ministry we
choose would fit the mission of bringing people
together. But if we all simply choose the ministry
we want to do, independently of each other, that is
not new. We have been doing that for a while, and
it has made it difficult to explain to others who we
are, let alone invite them to join us. We need a common purpose and mission that is clear and easily
explained—and that speaks to what people are truly
hungering for.
These are not the only ideas out there for creating something that is new, and they probably are
not even the best ones. But, I suspect if we do not
agree on some specific new way of being and doing
that truly speaks to the greater population—and

have people who will step up to put flesh and blood
on it—there will be fewer and fewer people seeking
our services as a community. 
Leadership, continued from page 3
deep habit of prayer and lifelong formation in our
charism, we become authentic agents of renewal.
The General Assembly placed at the top of the
list the value of ongoing conversion as individuals and as a congregation. This will be important
for us as we begin our journey as the United States
Province. For us to truly become new wine, we must
enter a process of ongoing conversion.
I was humbled and honored to be entrusted with
the position of provincial director. I am encouraged
and invigorated by the leadership team around me. I
believe these brothers of mine will work together to
the best of their abilities, for the best of our community. We look to the General Assembly’s Core Value Six:
Our spirituality, community life and mission are
animated by Spirit-led leaders. In order to ensure
that our spirituality, community life, and mission
are “New Wine” for our Church and world, those
called forth from among us as leaders initiate strategies for the discernment of gifts; create opportunities for the development of administrative expertise
that addresses the needs of the units; and engage in
pastoral planning, in order to read and respond to
the “signs of the times,” and to nurture these Core
Values promulgated by this xxi General Assembly of
the Congregation.
As we were installed at the assembly’s closing
Mass, in my mind, I was installing all of you. At the
assembly we talked a lot about “the leaders in the
seats,” namely, everyone who claims a place in our
congregation. We cannot afford for anyone to lean
back and let go.
Everyone has a role to play in leading this new
province into the future. St. Gaspar’s Missionaries
have always relied on each other. Can I rely on
you to lend your strength to this new-old work, to
continue our charism and our mission in new and
exciting and faithful ways? 
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Companion Reflection: Joint Assembly June 2022
By Nancy Clisbee, St. Joseph, Missouri Companion

I’m a lifelong member of St. Francis Xavier parish
in St. Joseph, Missouri, a Precious Blood parish since
its founding in 1890. I have been a Companion for
about 15 years, and I’m honored to share this reflection with you.
As Companions, we share your excitement, your
misgivings, your hesitation, and your joy as you
combine to make a unified, stronger, more resilient
province, genuinely responding to the signs of the
times today. We are honored to be an integral part of
your community.
Who are we? We are a cloud of coworkers and
witnesses to your radical presence in our world. We
share your mission to draw all nearer to Christ by His
most Precious Blood. We pray, we reach out to, and
we care for our neighbors. We are food pantry volunteers, communion ministers, social service workers,
medical workers, immigration workers, lectors, visitors to the homebound, and more.
At our Companion gatherings, we affirm our solidarity with the mission and the people of the Precious
Blood family. We share hospitality, friendship, and a
mindset that is open to learning. We look beyond our
individual concerns to see and attempt to respond to
the needs of those who remain on the margins of our
personal circles and our communities. We draw on the
inspiration, the help, and the experience of our sponsors and all members of the wider community.
Every Companion’s journey is different. But this is
my story.
I work with immigrants. After a well-loved career
as an art teacher, I stumbled into a rundown building
where ged, English as a Second Language, and citizenship were taught. I offered to volunteer. Two women
turned their heads away from me. They returned to
face me and asked me if I would take a job, which I
have now held for 13 years. That random offer to volunteer has been transformative for me; it has allowed
me to much more fully live the charism of the Precious
Blood family.
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Certainly, I teach. But beyond that, I befriend, I
assist, I accompany, and I sometimes do things I can’t
believe I’m doing because I see the face of Christ in a
wounded, helpless person.
Our students come from all over the world. Some
come to us from the very margins of their original
home countries, with no English at all, still in shock
from their recent arrival in a completely perplexing
world. Some share horrific stories of hardship, the
killing of loved ones, years of waiting in the limbo
of refugee camps. Their greatest need is simply to
recover from their past life.
Others are anxious to pursue the American
dream, to fit in, to see their children well-educated.
And, some will be disappointed with the current
reality. Nearly all work backbreaking or menial jobs.
For many, these jobs are far below their level of
education in their original language. All need training in English and an understanding the culture of
America. If they are eligible to apply for U.S. citizenship, I accompany them through that process. Often,
there are tangled situations to work through and
sometimes years of waiting, even after the application
is submitted.
St. Francis Xavier parish and our Precious Blood
priests and Companions have been a constant source
of support for me and for these immigrants. A friend
once asked me why I “mess with those people.” The
Precious Blood community hears their cry with me,
and we answer in a chorus. Companions Mike Caruso,
Jean and Bernard Verssue, and several St. Francis parishioners have volunteered in classes.
Fr. Ron Will has been a champion for newcomers
in our Interfaith Alliance for Immigrants. He also
spearheaded a grant program that provided beautiful
study books to our students.
Fr. Bill Walter and I collaborated to assist a
Micronesian couple in straightening out several
things so they could finally be married in the church.

Brother Daryl sat in on my class before his time
as an esl teacher in Vietnam. He was an awesome
participant in our vocabulary bingo games.

An Invitation

By Fr. Joe Uecker, c.pp.s., Odessa, Texas

Fr. Lac Pham and I assisted a couple from Sudan
with having their three young children baptized at St.
Francis this past Christmas Day.

In the April issue of “New Wine Press” and the
May issue of the “Cincinnati Province Newsletter,” I
wrote an article about waking up to white privilege.
(It has different titles in the two publications.) After
publication, I received several comments. Some
strongly suggested follow-up or a proposal to the
community to bring about a greater awareness of
white privilege.

If I can, I assist students who need minor legal
help or have run afoul of the law, those who are desperately ill, and those who contact me years after I’ve
had them in class with random needs. Each one has
the face of Christ—and a place in my heart.

For those who are ready and willing, I propose a common reading and discussion of the 46
short chapters in Debby Irving’s book “Waking Up
White.” I invite members, Companions, Amici, and
anyone else interested to participate.

Companions: Who are we? We are your Brothers
and Sisters in Christ, your mothers and fathers. We
are your fellow disciples and “the women on the way.”
We are here for you—and we are part of you. We pray
for you, and we will work for you. We extend your
reach, and we complete your family.

Participants would be organized into groups of
five or six people. One participant in each group
would be appointed (pro tem) leader of the group.
This person would set up a preliminary meeting at
which a permanent leader would be chosen.

Fr. Al Ebach visited our program this year, along
with Bill McMurray, the St. Francis organist and the
mayor of St. Joseph at the time.

Congratulations to all as we begin this New
Creation together. 

Find Us on the Web!
preciousbloodkc.org

Go there for:
Province Events
At Home With the Word
The New Wine Press

The group could meet by phone, via Zoom, in
person, or in whatever format works. I suggest short
weekly meetings. Each person would read the designated chapter prior to the meeting and attend the
meeting prepared to relate the contents of the chapter
to their personal experiences. The book’s author provides some discussion starters at the end of each chapter, and each group can tailor them to their needs. I
would be willing to form the various groupings.
If you are interested in participating in this study
of “Waking Up White,” please email Margaret Haik
at communications@preciousbloodkc.org by Aug. 15.
She will compile a list of participants, and I will organize them into discussion groups. We’ll start reading
and meeting in September.
I also propose that the new provincial council
put the topic of white privilege on the agenda for
the 2023 assembly, with a person of note to lead us
through a process. That’s as much as I can say at this
point. Anything further would depend on what happens with interest from the community and action
by the provincial council. 
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I Can’t See Tomorrow
By Fr. Dave Kelly, c.pp.s., pbmr Director

The statement “Black Lives Matter” can be controversial or problematic for many people. I often hear
the counterresponses, “All Lives Matter” or “Blue Lives
Matter.” Of course, all are true.
But if we are honest and truly want to understand
what is behind the statement that Black lives matter,
we must be willing to understand what it is like growing up Black in America.
pbmr has an arts program—not because we are
an arts organization, but because the arts allow us to
express a part of ourselves that otherwise is left unspoken. At the very core of trauma healing is being able to
speak aloud the pain you carry. If you are not able to
acknowledge your pain or if your pain remains foreign
to you, then your pain will continue to injure you as
well as others.
A long-time youth worker once said the greatest
thing we can offer our children is our time and our
attention. No program, no curriculum, no project is as
powerful as allowing a child to be heard, to know that
he is not alone, and to openly speak of the wounds that
(s)he carries. That is equally true for us adults.
Black Lives Matter is, at its core, a call for us to
listen and to try to understand. Black Lives Matter as
a movement or cry does not mean that all lives don’t
matter; it means that there are those in our society
who have a different experience than those of us who
are white, not because of their character, but because
of the color of their skin.
I would like to conclude with this quote from Pope
Francis’ latest encyclical “Fratelli Tutti”:
“It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we can
contribute to the rebirth of a universal aspiration to
fraternity. Fraternity between all men and women.
‘Here we have a splendid secret that shows us how to
dream and to turn our life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life in isolation… We need a
community that supports and helps us, in which we
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can help one another to keep looking ahead. How important it is to dream together… By ourselves, we risk
seeing mirages, things that are not there. Dreams, on
the other hand, are built together’.[6] Let us dream,
then, as a single human family, as fellow travelers
sharing the same flesh, as children of the same earth
which is our common home, each of us bringing the
richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of
us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all”
(Fratelli Tutti, #8).
Here’s a poem for the world to hear:

Your World
by Joseph K.

Your world has what children need;
my world doesn’t.
I can’t see tomorrow.
I just can’t.
I am tryin’
People be tellin’ me,
“Your gotta think of your future.”
But I can’t see it.
People want to see it for me
like it’s theirs.
You think I don’t want to see it?
You think I like thinking about dying?
Hell no!
But that’s what I know.
What I know is that I saw how they killed my homie,
my friend,
my best friend!
I saw how they killed my uncle and his
brother and my mama’s father.
Killing is in my blood—it’s my heritage.
You talk about a job, or going to college or a career.
But you don’t know.
You don’t want to know.
I can’t see tomorrow. 
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