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The Society of the Precious Blood is a fraternal community of 

priests and brothers founded by St. Gaspar in . Bonded through 

charity by a promise of fidelity, we are prayerfully motivated by the 

spirituality of the precious blood of Jesus Christ to serve the needs 

of the Church as discerned through the signs of the times and in 

the light of the Gospel.

The Kansas City Province—incorporated members, covenanted 

companions, and candidates—united in prayer, service and mutual 

support, characterized by the tradition of its American predeces-

sors, are missionaries of these times with diverse gifts and minis-

tries. In a spirit of joy, we strive to serve all people—especially the 

poor—with care and compassion, hope and hospitality.

The New Wine Press seeks to remain faithful to the charism of our 

founder, St. Gaspar, and the spirituality of the Blood of Christ with 

its emphasis on reconciliation, renewal and refounding. We accept 

and encourage unsolicited manuscripts and letters to the editor.
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Hello, my name is Margaret and I love Facebook. For an introvert, 
Facebook allows me a way to keep up with high-school and college friends 
with a low expenditure of energy. I love seeing that a friend’s daughter is 
having success in her high-school theater program. I appreciate being able to 
express my condolences for another friend whose father recently died. I like 
being able to share pictures of Missy, my wonder-dog.

There is a downside to social media, of course. We’ve seen in the recent 
past, especially, that it can be a tool for those who want to spread misinforma-
tion. My 18-year old son occasionally shows me videos from another platform 
called Tik-Tok. It’s fun because people often post silly videos of their pets 
(Husky videos are hillarious!). The thing I’ve noticed, though, is that a lot of 
people post their grievances with their world (family, jobs, social situations, 
etc). It strikes me that for some, it breeds narcissim because people post these 
videos and then receive many comments—often from strangers—that affirm 
the position of the video. Any comments that offer a challenge to the poster’s 
thoughts are met with arguments or blocking of the commenter altogether.

It seems to me that the antidote to this kind of negative behavior is humil-
ity. When I read this month’s articles for the New Wine Press, that is the word 
that came to mind. 

Fr. Keith’s article talks about the self-centered theology in which white 
Christians see themselves as the hero. Much like the Tik-Tok posters, we need 
to learn the humility of listening before rushing in with all the answers for 
those on the margins of society.

Listening is part of the ministry at Precious Blood Ministry of 
Reconciliation Center in Chicago, but Precious Blood Volunteer Rachael 
Kiesel shares about learning that in humbly sharing one’s story, we find com-
mon ground with those whose lives seem, on the surface, much different from 
our own.

We may hear Pope Francis’ message on ecology, but are we listening? This 
is the question Companion Maureen Lahiff asks in her article. She presents a 
series of changes that humans must humbly accept in order to save our planet.

Lastly, and coming back to the positive side of social media, we share some 
soical media images of members of the Vietnam Mission who, with humility, 
answered God’s call to a Precious Blood life through ordination. 



Leadership Team

by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s., Provincial Council
Outside the Gate
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continued on page 5

“...White Christianity suffers from a bad case of Disney Princess theol-
ogy. As each individual reads Scripture, they see themselves as the princess 
in every story. They are Esther, never Xerxes or Haman. They are Peter, 
but never Judas. They are the woman anointing Jesus, never the Pharisees. 
They are the Jews escaping slavery, never Egypt. For citizens of the most 
powerful country in the world, who enslaved both Native and Black 
people, to see itself as Israel and not Egypt when studying Scripture is a 
perfect example of Disney Princess theology. And it means that as people 
in power, they have no lens for locating themselves rightly in Scripture or 
society—and it has made them blind and utterly ill-equipped to engage 
issues of power and injustice. It is some very weak Bible work.” From 
“Why I Stopped Talking About Racial Reconciliation and Started Talking 
About Racial Supremacy,” https://www.inheritancemag.com/stories/why-
i-stopped-talking-about-racial-reconciliation-and-started-talking-about-
white-supremacy.

This quotation caught my eye on Facebook first, which led me to the 
article. As a white Christian, it's a challenging article because in many ways 
it is very true. I remember someone saying at an assembly in the mid 90s, 
"Where are the young people? Where are the people of color?" We consider 
ourselves an inclusive community, yet with few exceptions we are part of 
the dominant culture, perhaps more thoroughly embedded in it than we 
realize.

Perhaps one thing we should keep in mind as we enter this Lenten 
season is whether we are seeing ourselves in the wrong role in the biblical 
stories we study. The Lucan readings during this Lent can be particularly 
challenging. Are we the ones trying to subvert scriptural soundbites for 
our own purposes as Satan does (week 1)? Are we Peter wanting to build 
memorials to an encounter with God rather than accompanying Jesus on 
his journey to Jerusalem (week 2)? Are we the vineyard owner asking his 
gardener to cut down a fruit tree prematurely (week 3)? Are we the elder 
son wanting to stay out of a reunion banquet because we think someone's 
mercy is too extreme (week 4)? Are we wanting to stone a presumed adul-
terer as well as set up a trap for someone else's faith (week 5)? 

As we seek to be ministers of hope and healing, there's a lot we need to 
put on our radar. We are not always seen as compassionate helpers or even 
neutral observers. We cannot always assume those we wish to help want 
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One sunny Sunday in December, I found my-
self in the pbmr hallway watching my friend Essie 
teach the niece of one of the moms in our Families 
Forward program how to play a clapping game. It 
was similar to many of the patty-cake-like games 
I played as a little kid, but it wasn’t one I had seen 
before, so I soon turned to Sr. Carolyn, and we tried 
to clap along with Essie and our new friend. After 
many rounds of trying and failing, I ended up play-
ing with the young girl. We had both improved just 
a little, so soon enough we were shouting together, 
“Right! Left! 1 Right! Left! 1 2 Right! Left! 1 2 3!” and 
clapping faster and faster, and when we finally made 
it to 5—which was a major feat, let me tell you—we 
jumped up and down and cheered. It was then that 
I remember watching out of the side of my eye as 
Fr. Kelly walked past us, narrowly avoiding contact 
with our flailing, clapping limbs, and I realized 
just how ridiculous I looked at that moment. Not 
only did I have reindeer antlers on my head, but I 
had been bent over playing patty cake with a little 
girl, laughing, shouting, raucous, and happy, in 
the middle of the hallway on a Sunday. It took me 

a while after that to realize that, actually, it wasn’t 
ridiculous at all—not for pbmr. Because that’s what 
we do here.

Only a month before that, I had been asking 
Sr. Donna if I could come to the first in-person 
mothers circle since covid had rendered them vir-
tual. And when I found out that my parents would 
be visiting that weekend, I asked if my own mom 
could come too. Of course, she said, “Oh yeah, that 
would be great!” So that Sunday morning, I sent 
my dad with my brother to explore the city, and my 
mom and I went to pbmr. We were one of the first 
ones there, and still we looked at Sr. Donna and 
said, “Are you sure that it’s okay if we’re here?” We 
were feeling the discomfort. As two white women, 
strangers to gun violence and the grief of having 
lost a child, we were hyper aware of entering a space 
that did not belong to us—and yet we were invited 
in. So we made our name tags, pretended like we 
were comfortable, and we sat next to each other as 
the rest of the circle filled with beautiful women 
from around the neighborhood.

Receiving Welcome
by Raechel Kiesel, Precious Blood Volunteer at pbmr

Raechel Kiesel (in mask) with members of the pbmr community
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I didn’t expect to have much to share. Here at 
pbmr, we sit in circle for staff meetings each week, 
and by that point I had a pattern. Even coming 
here, I knew that as a white woman, I had so much 
I needed to learn. So I had decided early on that my 
primary role was to listen. Which isn’t something 
I’ve often told myself—to be humbled and value 
others’ voices over my own.

But in the mothers’ circle that day, when the talk-
ing piece got to me, I told a story about losing my 
grandmother, and the beauty that I got to witness 
in her final days among my family, how important 
that was to me. Looking around the circle as I was 
speaking and teary-eyed, and then as my mom 
spoke after me, the other women were nodding. 
They looked at us with faces that knew loss deeply, 
even the loss that we had felt, losing my grandma, 
my mom losing her mom. That stood out to me. 
They didn’t have to let some white girl walk into 
their circle and try to say something about grief, but 
they did. Not only that, they listened and encour-
aged me, and I felt so welcome and loved in a space 
I didn’t know could be my own.

Jacquelyn Grant, a womanist theologian, makes 
the case that God is a Black woman and, in fact, 
manifested “in the community of Black women” 
(Grant, Jacquelyn. “The Challenge of the Darker 
Sister.” White Women’s Christ & Black Women’s Jesus, 
Scholars Press, 1989). In the experience of ancestral 
Black women, she writes, “They identified with 
Jesus because they believed that Jesus identified 
with them. As Jesus was persecuted and made to 
suffer undeservedly, so were they.” I read these pas-
sages years ago, but only now, witnessing the power 
of the community of Black women who gather at 
pbmr, do I understand them more clearly. These 
women incarnate God’s love, strength, and pain in 
our community, as they’ve done for me.

So our women—our community—are the ones 
who really decide that hospitality is what we do 
at pbmr. I know it might have been the founders 
thinking it over in the beginning, but the mothers 
sitting in circle that day were the ones to tell me, 
no, you’re welcome here. Come into this circle, sit 
with us, be with us. We know your pain, and we can 

share ours, and the burden can be a bit lighter. We 
can share healing, too, and laughter, and breakfast, 
and we can play patty cake and laugh raucously in 
the middle of the hallway together. 

Leadership, continued from page 3
what we have to offer. As we seek to be means of God's 
peace, we must be where we are needed and move with 
our brothers and sisters rather than build in a place 
they may not come.

The author goes on to talk about three things that 
have frustrated racial reconciliation: bad theology, bad 
history, and the extent we white people underestimate 
our privilege. She makes a disturbing point about the 
failure of the word reconciliation in this context:

“When have white people ever been in just rela-
tionship with Black people? During slavery? During 
Jim Crow? During the War on Drugs? What are we 
RE-conciling? It pretends that there was a time when 
everything was fine, we just need to get back there. 
However, that idyllic time has never existed.”

This statement is something we should bear in 
mind as ministers of reconciliation. The only ideal 
places in the Bible are at the beginning and the end; 
Eden is not a place we can rebuild via our own efforts. 
It's important in any case the reconciliation we are try-
ing to buildis really a new relationship liberated from 
a toxic past. Many times what we're trying to call into 
being is a new creation

If we are to be wounded healers, we need to let go 
of the need to be the hero of our own stories. 

We also need to let go of the need to be experts. We 
need to let go of the need to be an authority. We need 
to be able to recognize when our hands are empty, and 
be honest when they are. We need to be able to recog-
nize that the stories we tell may be irrelevant to those 
on the margins. We need to recognize Jesus is the only 
hero we really need.

Princess theology is difficult to escape. We can still 
dream of a perfect world however, what is the world 
we want to see: our ideal, or the Kingdom of God? 
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On September 1, 2021, Pope Francis, Archbishop 
of Canterbury Justin Welby, and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew issued a joint statement 
in advance of the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP26), pleading with everyone to 
"listen to the cry of the earth…examining their 
behavior and pledging meaningful sacrifices for the 
sake of the earth which God has given us." The heat 
waves, devastating drought and fires in the West, 
and terrible storms and floods in the Southeast 
demonstrate that the effects of climate change are 
here now. 

The "cry of the earth" reminds me of our lan-
guage about listening to "the cry of the Blood." 

Pope Francis reminds us that the major burdens of 
climate change disruptions are falling most heavily 
on people who are poor and marginalized. 

How can we respond as individuals, families, 
parish communities, as people committed to living 
the spirituality of the Precious Blood? Thanks to 
Pope Francis, we have the entire Catholic faith com-
munity supporting our efforts.

Pope Francis's 2015 encyclical letter Laudato Si' 
("Praised Be”) is the most comprehensive Vatican 
document to date on environmentalism, ethics, and 
Christian faith. It is addressed to the entire hu-
man family. Now, six years later, the Church offers 

Yes, Pope Francis, We Are Listening. But Are We Responding?
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Pope_Francis_at_Varginha_%282%29.jpg

by Maureen Lahiff, Alameda, California Companion and Justice & Peace Committee Member



 February 2022  •   The New Wine Press  •  7 

us a formal action plan based on Laudato Si’. The 
Laudato Si' Platform offers us a way to make a for-
mal commitment, but the most important thing is 
that each one of us is called to take action at home, 
in our neighborhoods, in our parish communities, 
and in local organizations.

The Laudatio Si' Action Platform

This initiative, formally launched on November 
14, 2021, is a multi-year program from the Vatican's 
Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human 
Development. There 
are several categories of 
participants. The ones 
relevant to us are individ-
uals and families, parishes 
and dioceses, educational 
institutions, and religious 
orders, provinces, and 
communities.

The Laudatio Si' 
Action Platform website 
offers an array of resources that any of us can use. 
There are stories of people taking action, guides for 
discerning and implementing action, and ways to 
connect with other participants.

The enrollment period for the first cohort ends 
on April 22, Earth Day. I call on all members of 
our Precious Blood family, all our ministry sites, 
and the provincial councils of the Kansas City and 
Cincinnati provinces to join the action platform.  

Some Possible First Steps

Not one single person can do everything, but 
everyone can do something.

The actions we can take right now depend on 
where we live—cities, suburbs, rural areas—and our 
housing—free-standing homes with yards or mul-
tiple family dwellings.

If your household needs more than one car, the 
next time you need to replace one, consider getting 

an electric vehicle. Their ranges are getting longer, 
and the infrastructure to recharge them is getting 
built out, but some trips still need gasoline-powered 
cars. If you need a car that uses gas, get one that gets 
great mileage and take good care of it.

Do you have the choice to get your electricity en-
ergy from renewable sources? Can you switch your 
heating, hot water, and cooking to electric? Natural 
gas is methane, a more potent greenhouse gas than 
carbon dioxide. Gas pipelines leak and gas applianc-

es leak methane into your 
home, which is harmful to 
human health. 

Do you have space for 
a garden, growing some 
of your own food? This 
leads to healthier eating 
and reduced shipping 
costs. Plan your menus 
around local produce that 
is in season, rather than 
shipped long distances. 
Eating lower on the food 

chain is kind to the planet. Meat from ruminants 
(cattle and sheep) requires costly inputs of en-
ergy, water, and chemicals and these animals emit 
climate-harming methane. Reduce food waste, 
which is admittedly a challenge for small house-
holds. Landfills release large amount of methane, 
so reducing what we send to landfills can make a 
big difference. Does your community have "green 
bins" to pick up yard clippings and organic food 
waste for community composting? Soda and fizzy 
water in plastic bottles may taste better than the 
same products in aluminum cans, but aluminum 
can be recycled over and over again, while plas-
tic containers, which are made from oil, can be 
recycled at most once.

Think about where the things you purchase 
come from, and try to minimize shipping. When 
covid wanes, resuming local shopping instead of 
ordering online will reduce our fossil fuel foot-
print. What sort of companies and funds hold your 
retirement savings?

 
The Seven Goals of the  

Laudatio Si’ Action Platform

• response to the cry of the earth
• response to the cry of the poor
• ecological economics
• adoption of sustainable lifestyles
• ecological education
• ecological spirituality
• community resilience and empowerment

continued on page 8
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Travel Mindfully

Airline flights produce almost 10% of greenhouse 
gases. One of the results of covid shutdowns is the 
reduction in fossil use and climate-harming emis-
sions. I am not among those who say we should give 
up flying entirely. Travel for family visits and restor-
ative vacations can  make an important contribution 
to our well-being and human community. Many of 
us will fly to the Precious Blood assembly in June, 
which I consider a good use of resources. In general, 
we should all reassess our travel. Unfortunately, 
most programs that offer "carbon offsets" do not 
actually make a difference, so consider donations to 
groups working against climate change. Use public 
transit when you can.

In Your Community

Look for ways to save energy and resources as a 
parish. We can set examples by having solar panels 
on parish buildings and by the way we serve food at 
our gatherings. The Diocese of San Bernardino in 
southern California is one of the poorest in the coun-
try, yet under the leadership of Bishop Gerald Barnes, 
they installed solar panels at their Pastoral Center. 
The Cincinnati Province is seeking a conservation 
easement on some of the land at St. Charles Center.

Get involved in local efforts to switch to renewable 
energy resources and advocate for tax benefits and 

subsidies for homeowners and landlords to do this. 
Let legislators and administrators know that you sup-
port efforts to reduce climate-harming pollution.

Resources

Message from Pope Francis, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and the Ecumenical Patriarch. https://
www.anglicannews.org/news/2021/09/ecumenical-
patriarch-pope-and-archbishop-of-canterbury-call-
for-the-protection-of-creation.aspx

Message from Pope Francis for COP26. https://
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/
pont-messages/2021/documents/20211029- 
messaggio-cop26-glasgow.html

 The Laudatio Si' Action Platform. 
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/

The Catholic Climate Covenant. https://catholic-
climatecovenant.org/ This non-profit, started 15 
years ago with assistance from the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, has a wealth of resources for indi-
viduals and  groups.

Beyond Catholic circles: The Sunrise Movement. 
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/ This youth-
focused movement has resources for people over age 
35. It is another good resource if you are looking for a 
wide movement. 

 
“As the Glasgow Conference begins, 
all of us are aware that it has the vital 
task of demonstrating to the entire 
international community whether 
there really exists a political will to 
devote—with honesty, responsibility 
and courage—greater human, finan-
cial and technological resources to 
mitigating the negative effects of cli-
mate change and assisting the poorer 
and more vulnerable nations most 
affected by it.”

Message from Pope Francis for COP26
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From Vietnam to Rome: the Precious Blood Community 
Celebrates Three Ordinations
Saturday, January 22, 2022 The Vietnam Mission and the Kansas City Province celebrates the ordiation of  
Fr. Vincent Vu Thai Hoa, Fr. Paul Pham Xuan Hao, and Deacon Joseph Phung Van Ky. Archbishop Lazzaro You 
Heung-sik, the prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy, presided over the Mass for the ordinations, which took 
place at the church of Santa Maria delle Grazie at Fornaci in Rome. Fr. Dien Truong, c.pp.s., sent the following 
pictures from the day.
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