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Editor’s Notes

A Prayer
by Margaret Haik, Director of Communications
How are you doing this year? Are the events of 2020 wearing on you yet?
I find myself wishing that all the other problems our nation faces would resolve themselves. Yet, I know I am blessed and lucky to have landed at this
place at this point in time. So, as I do my part to change minds and hearts
about the problems we would rather ignore in our courntry, I will use this
prayer by Fr. Jim Martin, s.j. as a reminder of the work we Christians are
called to do.
Loving God, open our hearts to those most in need of our care:
For the Black man or woman who fears for his or her life
as they walk through their own neighborhoods.
For the migrant at our southern border,
fleeing violence and longing for a life free from fear.
For the unemployed mother or father,
frightened of not being able to feed their children.
For the person unable to properly grieve
the death of a loved one during this pandemic.
For the lgbtq teen who is mocked,
bullied or beaten and is tempted to suicide.
For the woman who is discriminated against,
underpaid, harassed or abused.
For the homeless person looking for a meal or a safe place to sleep.
For the healthcare worker overwhelmed by sickness and death.
For the college student despairing of a bleak job market.
For the Covid patient, fighting for life in a hospital bed.
For the sick person in danger of being euthanized.
For the innocent and unborn child in the womb.
For the inmate on death row.
Loving God,
for all these people, who feel on the margins,
but who are at the center of your heart,
we ask you to open our hearts.
Help us become a nation where
all lives have dignity,
all people are loved
and all are welcome.
Amen.
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Leadership Team

Pandemic Paralysis: What are we doing?
by Fr. David Matz, c.pp.s., Vice-provincial Director
“Oh no! I forgot a meeting!” Each day is like the other. Every morning I wake up, ask Siri what the temperature is outside—which has been a
consistent 55 degrees since I first arrived in Berkeley two and half months
ago—then I dress, and go outside to clean the leaves off the sidewalk and
water the plants. We can’t have face-to-face encounters with people and
going to church is dangerous. And, there is always another outbreak of
covid-19 somewhere in California that causes us to quarantine again.
Back to the Zoom meeting I forgot. I received a text from a committee
member: “Hey, we thought you went beserk in Beserk-ley or that you may
have died of boredom! Did you miss the meeting because of Pandemic
Paralysis?” Monotony has paralyzed me and one day looks just like the
next. Though, as I write this article, there are wildfires, literally, burning
all around me. Suddenly I am awake again! Maybe this is what happened
in March when the world went into quarantine, or in June when racism,
police brutality, white privilege, and the resulting riots fueled the fires of
injustice and propelled us from paralysis to do something—anything! It’s
an acrid smell and a haze of smoke that reminds us again that never have
we been so isolated from each other while acutely aware of each other at
the same time. We need fires to release us from our paralysis. We need to
remember our Precious Blood call to be ambassadors of reconciling love
for the not only each other but for the world.
covid-19 has done a great disservice to our Precious Blood community.
The work of our New Creation has halted. We are so focused on statutes,
finances, property, and guarding our health that we don’t seem be able to
muster the energy or the interest in imagining new ways of being together
and creating new types of ministries in a world that may never return to
normal, in a Church that may never look the same as before. However, there
are signs of hope. We can let the fires transform us once again into disciples
of Jesus Christ and sons and daughters of St. Gaspar. Here is a sign.
In her prayer at the Democratic Convention, Sister Simone Campbell
spoke of how the Divine Spirit breathed over the waters of chaos and
brought forth a new creation. Encouraged by this promise that a new creation can come from chaos, she invited us to prayer:
O Divine Spirit! During the weeks and months ahead, stir our hearts and
minds that we might fight for a vision that is worthy of you and your call
continued on page 5
September 2020 • The New Wine Press • 3

Your Vote Is Important
by Gabino Zavala, Justice and Peace Director

On August 18th we commemorated the 100th anniversary of women winning the right to vote. This was
made possible by the hard work of so many women
who fought for this right with marches, protests,
hunger strikes, and other types of civil disobedience
to win this right. Women such as Susan B. Anthony,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott in the early years and Alice Paul in the early twentieth century
made many sacrifices for this right. For Black women
it took even longer. Racism was tightly stitched into
the fabric of the movement. Black women such as Ida
B. Wells and Mary Church Terrell not only fought for
the right to vote but also against the Jim Crow laws
and attitudes of the time. They would not really realize the right to vote until 1964 with the passing of the
Civil Rights Act. This historic event should remind
us all how important the right to vote is for all United
States citizens.
We all need to vote, because it is though our vote,
the votes of Catholic women and men, rooted in our
faith, that we as Church enter into a just ordering of
our society, nation, and world. And it is primarily in
voting for specific candidates for office that we as a
faith-filled people can make our world a better place.
As Catholics there are several issues we must
look at as we prepare to vote. There are many who
promote abortion as the preeminent issue we must
vote on. The push to label any single issue as preeminent distorts the call to authentic discipleship rather
than advancing it. As Catholic disciples we are called
to integrate into our voting decision the major salient
issues of Catholic social teaching. What are
these issues?
•

•
•

Pope Francis has prioritized the climate
crisis as important to Catholics and everyone
throughout the world.
Pope Francis says that welcoming migrants
brings a strong social ethic.
We Catholics believe in promoting a consistent moral stance that allows life to flourish.
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•

Pope Francis teaches that the death penalty is
no longer permissible under any circumstance.

In past administrations we have a dreadful legacy
of drone strikes involving civilian casualties. Under
the present administration drone strikes have risen.
President Trump has said, “When you get those terrorists you have to take out their families.”
Nuclear weapons are one of the greatest threats to
human life. In 2019 Pope Francis began teaching that
it is immoral for nations to possess nuclear weapons.
He urged Catholics to withdraw support from nuclear
national security systems. Right now, our country is
doing the opposite—expanding our nuclear arsenal.
But isn’t abortion the most important issue for
Catholics? The 650,000 medically induced abortions in the US each year make it a key issue for all
Christians. But abortion is not the paramount social
issue for Catholics. This issue must be held alongside
other realities. The whole point of a consistent ethic
of life, the seamless garment, as Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin framed it in 1983, is that we might see,
judge, and act with prudence on a complex array of
social issues.
The danger of single-issue voting, as Cardinal
Base Cupich has stated, is that it may “fragment our
Catholic social teaching, pretending to offer so-called
non-negotiables, which end up reducing our moral
tradition to a single set of issues.” Inevitably single
issues get hijacked by agendas that may be rife with
beliefs that go against much of Catholic social teaching. Forces with vastly different goals may keep us
from advancing a generative, trustworthy and respectful culture of all of life for all people.
In Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et
Exsultate of March 19, 2020 and his General Audience
of June 3, 20230 we can glean 8 priorities for voting:
•

We need a clear, firm, and passionate defense
of the unborn; however, equally sacred are the
lives of those already born.

•

Equally sacred are those made destitute, abandoned , underprivileged.

•

Equally sacred are the vulnerable, and the
elderly exposed to covert euthanasia.

•

Equally sacred are victims of human trafficking and new forms of slavery.

•

Equally sacred are those exposed to any form
of rejection.

•

We must address injustice in a world where
some revel and others live in abject poverty.

•

We must consider the situation of migrants a
primary issue.

•

We must oppose racism and exclusion in any
form.

Pope Francis is asking us to not become “one issue” voters but to look at the spectrum of all that is
sacred, of all life.
But above all, please vote. 
Leadership, continued from page 3
to honor the dignity of all or your creation. A vision
of who we are as people, grounded in community
and care for all, especially the most marginalized. A
vision that cares for our earth and heals the planet.
A vision that ends structural racism, bigotry and
sexism so rife now in our nation and in our history
(I would add “in our Church” as well). A vision that
ensures hungry people are fed, children are nourished, immigrants are welcomed. O Spirit, breath in
us and our leaders a new resolve … that committed
to this new American promise, we will work together to build a national community grounded in
healing, fearlessly base on truth, and living out of a
sense of shared responsibility. In the name of all that
is holy, O Spirit, bring out of this time of global and
national chaos a new creation, a new community
that can, with your help, realize this new promise
that we affirm tonight. With profound hope, let we
the people say: Amen!

Sr. Simone’s prayer gave me hope and it lights a
fire in my belly for our Precious Blood community.
Fr. Tony Gittens in his book, Called to Be Sent, challenges us to live every day fully and intentionally,
for today is all we have. It is also what we need if we
walk by faith. We are to live in expectation of God’s
promises. We are poised between memory and hope.
We are disciples of Jesus, who called us to keep the
memory of Jesus alive, but equally people of the
resurrection, convinced that Jesus will keep his disciples alive too. In Tony’s own religious community
(the Spiritans) in Brazil, he found a very made up of
“communities of resurrection.” New communities
would be set up, not primarily on the basis of numbers or financial viability, but whenever and wherever
there were sufficient people to constitute a community that was focused, not on its own survival or the
maintenance of numbers, but on life. Any fledgling
community that was committed to Jesus, the Risen
One, and to the life he lived and the memory he
inspired would be sustained by the Eucharist, by being eucharistic for others, and offering pastoral care.
In many of the poor communities around Sao Paulo,
there is Church because there is hope and an encouraging sign of God’s realm already and not yet.
O Divine Spirit, enkindle in us the fire of your
love so that we as Precious Blood may be harbingers
of hope and a community not focused on numbers
but a community called to be hope for the world of
the reconciling love you have given to us to share
with others and with the world. An elder member
suggested that we allow our younger members and
companions greater incentive and opportunity to
constitute a community focused on life and committed to the Blood of Jesus, the Risen One. Let them
respond to the call of the Blood in a place we have
never been before. There we can become an encouraging sign of God’s realm already and not yet. That’s
what we can do! 
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Companions Get Creative With Meetings During Pandemic
by Vicky Otto, Precious Blood Companions Director

It’s an old riddle: “How you get God to laugh? Tell
God your plans.” That is a perfect way to describe life
pre-covid-19 versus where we are at today. Everyone
had dreams and plans for the future, summer vacations, work, school, graduation parties, and family
celebrations just to name a few—all of which were
abruptly changed as we got used to the new reality
of shelter in place orders, social distancing, washing hands, and wearing face coverings. Over the last
several months, we have heard story after story about
people who adapted and made the best of the reality
that they found ourselves in. The same can be true of
the Companions across the country.
One of the core components of the Companions
Movement is our monthly gatherings. Companions
across the country look forward to being together,
sharing hospitality, reflecting on different articles
and essays that strengthen our faith, and especially
praying together. When the pandemic first struck and
the first shelter in place orders were instituted, not
having a monthly gathering was difficult for many
Companions. Initially, Companion groups started
phone trees to check in with each other to make sure
that no one felt alone and that all were well. When
it became evident that we were going to have to do
things differently, the Companion groups began
to move toward utilizing conference calls or video
conferencing. I asked Convener Ruth Mather from
Central Missouri and Convener Jean Swymeler from
Saint Joseph, Missouri to write about this evolution
to utilizing conference calls. Convener Lisa Athas
from Orlando also shares her experience about helping the Companions transition to utilizing video
conferencing (Zoom).
Ruth writes: When the coronavirus first impacted
us here in the Midwest, it was in March with a “stay
home” order. Living in a predominately rural community, computer capability inconsistencies prevented
Companion gatherings via Zoom, so we decided to try
conference calls.
Our first teleconference in May was met with much
enthusiasm by all. There were several lessons learned
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from that first teleconference. Not having visual capabilities, praying together resulted in a jumble of words;
we now have one person say the opening and closing
prayers. Not everyone can be recognized by all simply
by the sound of their voice; now everyone states their
name when they comment or have a question.
Prior to each teleconference, three or four questions/
comments for reflection are sent to all. After opening
prayer and opening comments/announcements, each
member/companion takes a turn sharing their reflections, how they are doing, and those they would like for
us to remember in prayer. Once everyone has shared,
opportunity is provided for any additional comments.
Before closing prayer, all are reminded of those we
are asked to keep in our prayers. We are getting good
participation and some great sharing of how to stay
connected during this pandemic.
Jean writes: St. Joseph Companions met by conference call in April, May, and June. We had good conversation and we were able to have everyone check-in
and share prayers together. Father Joe Miller had
sent all parishioners the St. Gaspar prayer during a
pandemic. That was a prayer we found comfort in
and used during our conference calls. In July we did a
“honk and clap” in the church parking lot to encourage
and support Fr. Joe in his chemo journey. It has been
wonderful to hear everyone’s voice, and as a result we
are fed spiritually even though in person is so much
more rewarding. We do what we must to stay safe and
yet connected.
Lisa writes: The Orlando Companions group’s last
in-person gathering was in March, just prior to the
country going into lockdown. We started with a virtual
“happy hour” in April, and the excitement to see each
other’s faces was contagious! It was a general check-in
and we had some issues with technology at first, but
were able to overcome them in order to enjoy our virtual presence. We then proceeded with virtual gatherings for May and June. The Zoom gatherings gave us
a voice in a time of isolation, and that was greatly appreciated and needed. We did lose some attendees due
continued on page 9

Precious Blood Volunteers 2020-2021
by Tim Deveney, Precious Blood Volunteers Director

I am excited to announce that we welcomed
four new volunteers who are serving with us for the
2020-2021 volunteer cycle. We started off their year
with orientation that began on July 25—a collaborative effort of the Precious Blood community. The
sessions we had with our volunteers were facilitated
by incorporated members, Companions, Kansas
City Province staff, former volunteers, and people at
our placement sites. The new volunteers were commissioned at a service, over Zoom, on July 28th with
people from across the Precious Blood community.
We will again collaborate with Precious Blood
Ministry of Reconciliation in Chicago with one volunteer and we will also continue our commitment to
Kansas City with two volunteers. One of them will be
serving at kc care Health Center, and another will
be splitting his time between Cristo Rey High School
and the Bishop Sullivan Center.
New for this year, our Kansas City volunteers are
living in community at Jerusalem Farm in Northeast
Kansas City, Missouri. The Kansas City Province and
Jerusalem Farm have a longstanding relationship and
this partnership will be deepened and strengthened
because of this arrangement. In previous years, our
volunteers lived in community at Gaspar Mission
House in Kansas City. We decided to have them live
in a different community setting to maintain a safer
environment for the priests living at Gaspar Mission
House since we are in the middle of a pandemic. We
have made a similar change in Chicago, where past
volunteers have lived in Precious Blood communities. Our volunteer at pbmr is living in community at
Hope House in the Back of the Yards neighborhood.
Also new for this year, we are thrilled to announce
a new placement at Most Holy Redeemer Parish in
San Francisco! Our volunteer at Most Holy Redeemer
is living in community with Fr. Matt Link, c.pp.s.
Father Matt has been gracious in extending a welcome to our volunteer there.
We give thanks to God for this wonderful group
of young people! In the following pages we have

provided short biographies of each new volunteer
and their answers to questions we asked them. Please
keep them in your prayers throughout the year.
Mike Nguyen was
born and raised in
Lahaina, Hawaii, and
is our first volunteer
from Hawaii! He will
be serving at both
Cristo Rey Kansas
City High School and
Bishop Sullivan Center.
He graduated from the
University of Notre
Dame in 2020 with a
degree in neuroscience
and Japanese. This year he will be applying for medical school where he hopes to continue his dream of
becoming a doctor.
Why do you want to volunteer?
“I want to volunteer to serve and learn from
communities different than my own. In my pursuit
of being a doctor, I have seen how important it is to
truly understand the people we serve so we can walk
with them in compassionate solidarity. By interacting
with underserved populations while living simply, I
hope to understand those who need help them most.
This year I am excited to work as a teacher and mentor so I can prepare myself to be a better doctor who
empowers patients to be informed advocates for their
own health.”
Why do you want to volunteer with Precious Blood
Volunteer Ministry?
“Doing volunteer work has always been something
I enjoyed, but I realized during my time in college that I had more to give. Joining Precious Blood
Ministry, I have the opportunity to help those in
need in a sustained and personal way. By living out
the Precious Blood Mission to build community and
walk with those who suffer, I know I will be able to
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make a difference in the lives of those who need it
most. I am extremely excited to serve the Kansas City
community, and I know with the support of Tim and
the Precious Blood Ministry I will be well prepared
to do so.”
What are you looking forward to most?
“I am excited to meet new people and I looked
forward to building strong friendships along the way.
This year will undoubtedly present me with challenges, but I am excited to learn from them and grow
from the experiences.”
Thomas
Weiss will be
serving as a
Precious Blood
Volunteer at
Precious Blood
Ministry of
Reconciliation
in Chicago,
Illinois. He
grew up in St. Louis, Missouri, and graduated from
the University of Notre Dame with a degree in the
Program of Liberal Studies, Notre Dame’s Great
Books education.
Why do you want to volunteer?

What are you looking forward to about your volunteer
experience?
“I am excited to step out of the classroom and into
the real world. Having spent four years mostly reading books and writing essays, I am thrilled to have
the opportunity to put my ideals into practice and to
learn to sharpen my understanding of social realities
through first-hand experience with those living on
the south side of Chicago.”
Allison Spraul
will serve at kc
care Health Center
in Kansas City,
Missouri, and live
in community at
Jerusalem Farm.
She grew up in the
town of Effingham
in central Illinois
between St. Louis
and Indianapolis.
She attended the
University of Notre Dame and graduated in 2020
with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a minor in
Catholic Social Tradition.
Why do you want to volunteer?

“The most formative experience of my education was the summer service program I completed
after my sophomore year at Notre Dame. Living in
intentional community at Hope House and serving
at pbmr will hopefully be an equally illuminating
and restorative experience for me.”

“I want to volunteer because I want a year of
learning the kind of skills that I cannot learn in a
classroom or from a textbook that will make me a
more empathetic physician. Skills like connection,
accompaniment, cultural competence, and sensitivity, in addition to clinical experience, will make me a
better doctor going forward.”

Why do you want to volunteer with Precious Blood
Volunteers?

Why do you want to volunteer with Precious Blood
Volunteers?

“The values of Precious Blood Volunteers outline
the kind of life I hope to live. Commitment to serving those from suffering communities and a drive
to redevelop often backward social systems resonate
with the direction of my heart as I transition out
of college and toward a career informed by Christ’s
message of peace and compassion.”

“I want to volunteer with Precious Blood because
of their focus on accompaniment and service alongside. I want to do what I can to help bring in those on
the margins.”
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What are you looking forward to about your volunteer
experience?

“I am looking forward to building community
with those I am working with and with my fellow
volunteers, as well as the chance to put my faith into
real-world practice.”
Mike Price will
serve at Most Holy
Redeemer Parish in San
Francisco, California,
and live in community
with Father Matt Link,
c.pp.s. at Most Holy
Redeemer. Mike grew
up in Granger, Indiana,
and graduated in May
2017 from Holy Cross
College in Notre Dame,
Indiana with a Bachelor of Arts in Catholic theology
and leadership management.
Why do you want to volunteer?
“I know volunteerism is something that people
love to engage in to give part of themselves to the
world, but I know this will also help form me in
ways to encounter the Lord. I believe in the works
of all religious orders, and I am excited to be part of
this community for the coming year.”
Why do you want to volunteer with Precious Blood
Volunteers?
“I met Fr. Matt Link c.pp.s. from Most Holy
Redeemer a little over a year ago, we’ve remained in
contact and he suggested I should pray about giving
myself a year of service. I was inspired and encouraged by the ministry Most Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church was doing in their community which led me
to take this next step as a Precious Blood Volunteer.”
What are you looking forward to about your volunteer experience?

Companions, continued from page 6
to their reluctance to use the technology for whatever
their reasons. For our gatherings we used our normal
format of fellowship, prayer, discussion, reflection,
and more fellowship—yet found that the conversation
often turned to the current environment and events.
We found it more difficult to keep on topic as a result
of this. Virtual presence is certainly needed now, and
we are continually looking for ways to engage ourselves
during our gatherings and encourage participation. In
summary, we are looking forward to meeting in person
once again.
The vision statement for Companions, Gather
Send, states, “Out of the sacred space of our gatherings, we draw strength and hope. From these gatherings, our time spent in Community, and our mission houses, we are sent. We are called to share the
gifts we have been given with the rest of the world.”
During this time of pandemic, the need to share
our gifts with the rest of the world is critical. As
Companions have adapted to the “new normal” of
the pandemic and utilized different communication
tools, they remind us of the need to stay connected
as community. But more importantly, they can gain
support during this difficult time at their virtual
gatherings so they can continue to be the ambassadors of Christ that are so needed today. God may
have laughed when we shared our plans, but I think
that God and Saint Gaspar would be pleased with
how well Companions continue to adapt and serve
during these troubled times. 

Find Us on the Web!
preciousbloodkc.org
Go there for:
Province Events
The Weekly Wine Press
The New Wine Press
and more!

“I look forward to the encounters I will have
with the Most Holy Redeemer community in a parish setting. I am excited to learn more about parish
life, but also about myself as I grow as an individual spiritually.” 
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For What Are We Seeking?
by Fr. Mark Miller, c.pp.s., Liberty, Missouri

The theme for the last General Assembly was based
on the passage from Luke 5:37-39: “No one pours new
wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will
burst the skins, and it will be spilled, and the skins will
be ruined. Rather, new wine must be poured into fresh
wineskins. And no one who has been drinking old
wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is good.’”
What is this new wine and new wineskin that we
are seeking? I thought of this while I participated
in the annual conference of the Association of U.S.
Catholic Priests which was held virtually—by Zoom—
in June this year because of the coronavirus. From
what I could tell from my computer, there were over
200 participants in this conference. One of the presenters, Sr. Carol Zinn, s.s.j., described the difference
between wanting change or wanting transformation.
She described that if all we want is change, we will
end up with the same form and same structure. She
gave an example that we might want to change our
hair color—if we still have hair. Or we might want to
change the style of our dress to look more fashionable. But these changes will still be who we are. These
changes are accidental and not substantial, and while
people will notice some difference, it will not alter how
we live.
On the other hand, if we desire transformation,
something totally new will be created because there
will be a new form and a new structure. Here she gave
us the example of the butterfly, going from a caterpillar
to a butterfly through the various stages of metamorphosis. Now, if this is what we are seeking, what might
be the steps in arriving at this new stage of life?
She gave us ten steps to pursue. It seems to me that
we have tried to begin this process by having people
talk to each other last year either by phone or in
person. The results of these conversations are a rather
mixed bag between having a good conversation to
never being contacted. So, here are the ten steps that
Sr. Carol suggests in moving towards a transformation of life. (The ten steps in italics were given by the
presenter. The commentary after each one is my own
for further conversation.)
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1.

Start where you are and not where you want to
be. This means identifying the present reality of
where we are personally as well as where we are
as Provinces. Have we done this necessary step,
or would we rather skip this step and move on
knowing that we can’t move on without this
step? This has been intimated in the minutes of
the joint leadership meeting of May 26, 2020.

2. Build relationships. This has begun with several
gatherings of members and Companions in our
Province as well as the younger clergy gathering of last summer and several gatherings of
former members of both Provinces.
3.

Create Community. This is at least one of the
goals of the new creation—not simply a return
to the past, but rather visioning for a future that
will propel us into the 21st century.

4. Build Trust. This will happen in these small and
larger gatherings when we are honest with each
other and believe that something stronger and
more effective can be created when we move
together.
5.

Remain steady. Perhaps a word for this is
steadfastness or diligence. As a Community
we tend to come together and we have a good
experience, but then we all go back to our
ministries and forget to do the follow-up. Look
at our public statements we have made over the
years, do they influence our everyday living?
Remember our gathering in Chicago. Was there
really any follow-up?

6. Go Bold. Scripture says that we did not receive
a cowardly spirit but one that sends us out of
our comfortable upper rooms into the streets
to proclaim the Good News. Have we done this
with joy and conviction?
7.

Live/Love Large. Another way of saying this
might be “enlarge our tents” and seek those
who live on the margins of life. What are some

home “missions” which could use our charism
and spirituality?
8. Respect Diversity. When we look at our
Community, we recognize that most of us
represent a white, middle class society, both
in our priests and brothers as well as our
Companions. Do we know how to reach out to
the minorities and believe that they have gifts
that would enrich all our lives?

extended mercy instead of judgement, and he practiced inclusion rather than exclusion. Now that is some
new wine from new wineskins that I desire to drink
fully of. So, what are we seeking as we proceed towards
this new creation of the Missionaries of the Precious
Blood in the United States: change or transformation?
The choice is ours but if change is all we are seeking, I
do not believe it will give us new life. 

9. Distinguish difference. There is a difference
between unity and uniformity. We recognize
that among us there is a variety of theological
and liturgical differences. How do we come to
understand these differences without allowing
them to divide us?
10. Resist division. This is a tendency when there is
disagreement or difference. We can resist this
if we are steadfast in our commitment to move
towards a new creation.
Sr. Simone Campbell, s.s.s. spoke about listening
with the ear of the heart and not simply the ear of
the head. She emphasized that when we are listening
to another and we begin to feel the urge to argue, we
have moved from the ear of the heart to the ear of the
head—which basically means that we have stopped
listening. This was just one segment of how she
described contemplative listening which can lead to
creating community and building trust.
Sr. Carol Keehan, d.c. spoke to us about the relationship between faith and our health system in
the United States. One of the points she made was:
“Believing that we are created in the image and likeness of God demands some radical conclusions on our
part.” How do we interpret this in light of our relationship with the undocumented, with Black and Brown
people, with Native Americans, with prisoners, with
Republicans and Democrats, with the lgbtq community? If we believe all of these folks are created in the
image and likeness of God, what is demanded of us?
We go back to Sr. Carol Zinn who stated that all
through Scripture, Jesus is presented with a trinitarian
approach to people. He used love instead of hate, he

Most Holy Redeemer Parishioners celebrate Mass for the first time
since the pandemic shut down public gatherings.

Come to the Feast!
by Companion Trudy Miller

Sunday morning, June 14th, the doors of Most Holy
Redeemer Church in San Francisco were opened to
a limited number of parishioners on the Solemnity
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ for three
Sunday Masses that day—but with a few differences
since the last time parishioners were in the church
building on March 17th: Church goers had to reserve
a space due to the limited allowed capacity in the
church; all had to wear a mask (Fr. Matt had his “custom designed mask”); each had to have their temperature taken before entering; sanitizer was available;
no missalettes or worship aids; blue tape in the pews
marked the available pews—keeping the six-foot distance—and Communion was distributed after the final
blessing. After Mass, the “cleaning crew” went to work
sanitizing the pews where people had been sitting, in
preparation for the next Mass.
It was a tearful and wonderful experience being
back at Mass again, together with others who hadn’t
seen each other in three months—even if at a six-foot
social distance. And the mask helped catch the tears. 
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…And how are the children?
by Fr. David Kelly, c.pp.s., pbmr Director

“Kelly, what the hell is going on in Chicago!?”
The question came from a good friend living in the
Cincinnati area of Ohio. It had been another weekend in which over a 100 were shot. It was the third
weekend in a row where a child was shot and killed
by gunfire in Chicago.
Any senseless death is tragic, but the death of
children, defenseless and innocent, seems all that
more tragic. Even among those of us who are “on the
front lines” working to stop the violence, we are overwhelmed by the violent killings of children. Every
morning I am on a call (Zoom) with leaders of other
organizations and city officials where every shooting
is discussed. As you can imagine, Mondays, covering
the entire weekend, leave us exhausted and discouraged. It has taken its toll on many of us—the litany
of shootings and the responses that don’t seem to
be enough.
In 1991 Patrick T. O’Neill gave a sermon in which
he said, “…among the most accomplished and fabled
tribes of Africa, no tribe was considered to have
warriors more fearsome or more intelligent than the
mighty Masai. It is perhaps surprising, then, to learn
the traditional greeting that passed between Masai
warriors: ‘Kasserian Ingera’ one would always say to
another. It means, ‘and how are the children?’”
The Masai recognize that the primary role of any
community is the care of their children. Rev. O’Neill
went on to ask what it would be like if at every meeting, worship service, or gathering, the leaders would
begin by asking the question “And how are the children?” What would it be like if every pastor, every
teacher, every ceo began each day by asking that
same question, “And how are the children?”
The deaths in the streets of Chicago do not stand
alone. They may be the most written about, called
out by the president, and on the front page of many
papers in the United States, but these deaths are a
result of deep societal issues—issues that are much
more complex and much more ingrained in the fabric
of our society that we want to acknowledge or own.
12 • The New Wine Press • September 2020

Children in front of the community garden at pbmr in Chicago.

For example:
•

In today’s world over 31 million children have
been forcibly displaced from their homes.

•

2.5 million children are homeless in the U.S.—
One in every 30 children in the U.S.

•

Among all children under 18 years old in the
U.S., 41 percent are low-income children and
19 percent—approximately one in five—are
poor.

•

Homicide is seven times more common
among U.S. non-Hispanic Black than among
non-Hispanic White youth, ages 15 to 24 years.

•

African Americans are more likely than white
Americans to be arrested; once arrested, they
are more likely to be convicted; and once convicted, they are more likely to receive lengthy
prison sentences. African American adults
are 5.9 times as likely to be incarcerated than
whites.

We know that in our community, youth lack the
basic resources needed to grow up with opportunities
continued on page 14

What Is Truth?
by Dennis Keller, Amicus

“The woman saw that the tree was good for food,
pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom”
(Genesis 3:6). So, Genesis tells us that every lie has a
bit of truth to carry it. It is the bit of truth that motivates us to overlook what is evil in the lie itself.
I am greatly troubled by members of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb) insisting that Catholics consider abortion the preeminent
issue for the November general election. We should
apply the truth of Genesis 3:6 in our voting decision.
The claims that certain candidates and parties are
Pro-life are truly misleading. It is clear from current
administration policies that the term is misused and
gives a false impression. There is a difference between
Pro-life and Pro-birth.
On the surface, supporting efforts to eliminate
abortion seems to advance the Catholic belief that life
is a gift, and since it is a gift from the Creator, all life
is sacred. But the fallacy of thinking that a law would
eliminate abortion or that penalties against abortion
would dissuade those seeking abortion is obvious.
Prior to Roe v. Wade, it is thought the number of abortions in the United States was as many as 1.2 million a
year. At the very least, rescinding the legality of abortion would likely not have a significant impact. Were
it to become illegal, who would be punished? The
doctor/midwife; the mother? What about the father?
How would this affect the family already with several
children with the mother being incarcerated?
There does seem to be some effect from the fight
against abortions. The most reliable quantifier report seems to come from Guttmacher, a data arm of
Planned Parenthood. Their reports indicate a reduction of abortions by 42.4% over the years 1990 to 2014.
In that time there was a substantial reduction in clinics
performing abortions. Whether this reduction of clinics came from political efforts or from Catholic and
Evangelical efforts is undeterminable. Perhaps another
factor is a lessened demand brought about by contraception. But in all these years since Roe v. Wade, the
issue has become more and more defined not as Prolife vs Pro-choice but as Pro-birth vs Pro-choice.

However, Catholics view this as a moral issue. We
cannot overlook a fuller picture. We live in a global
world. Since 1980, it is estimated that a billion and a
half abortions have been executed world-wide. Even
beyond that, any Catholic understanding the history
of abortion through the ages will grieve the practice
of abortions since the discovery that certain plants
brought on a rejection of the female body to the
fetus. Abortion is not a new concern but one that has
plagued humanity before historical records.
The point of this is that there is more at stake than
the work of a small division of Planned Parenthood.
There is a fundamental cultural attitude about prebirth life in nearly all persons. It would be silly to
think that the cultural effect concerning the throwaway attitude toward pre-birth life has no other
effect. Here is the hidden issue that makes all life the
pre-eminent issue of this election. Allowing ourselves
to be persuaded into thinking that electing someone
merely because of their campaign position on abortion would make it all go away is wishful thinking.
One must ask, does a candidate have regard for all
life? Have a belief in the sacredness of all life? If Prebirth life is sacred, then so is all other life. If handicapped life, aged life, dis-eased life is only a throwaway, then also is pre-birth life.
I hear immediately the refrain: but Pre-birth life is
so fragile, so dependent on the mother that it deserves special concern. Listen to your words! Infirm,
maimed, diseased life is also deserving of special
concern. For there is in our Church a mandate that
all life is sacred—from the Bishop of Rome, from all
hierarchy, and from the majority of clergy, Catholic
and Reformed. We are driven by a special option
for the poor. And the poor are not defined solely by
power, by wealth, by influence, or by ability to produce goods and services.
In reviewing the record of the current administration, let us ask ourselves if it shows a genuine regard
for all life, or instead a use of Pro-life (anti-abortion)
rhetoric as an election tool. Look at the history.
continued on page 14
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What Is Truth?, continued from page 13
Immigration. Policies that separate families, put
children in cages, and disallow faith-based organizations access to provide health supplies, clothing,
food, and medicine. Banning immigration of refugees from Syria during the height of Assad’s ethnic
cleansing. Demonizing asylum-seeking citizens from
Central America, depicting them as a “brown” caravan descending upon our country.
Health Care. Constant efforts to repeal the
Affordable Care Act, with no plan for replacement—
even during this pandemic when millions have already lost their health insurance and many more are
in danger of doing so.
Education. Policies directed toward the powerful, the wealthy, and those with influence. Support
for private schools with funding and political.
Diminished resources for public schools, affecting
especially poverty neighborhoods.
“Law and Order” Over 2.2 million citizens incarcerated, by far and away the most among all countries.
A justice system based on vengeance and punishment instead of restorative justice and rehabilitation.
Privatization of the penal system which encourages
increased prison sentences and stricter application
of sentences. Reinstating federal executions after a
two-decade hiatus. (Let us remind ourselves that Pope
Francis has declared the death penalty to be immoral.)
Poverty. In a time of horrific economic conditions,
evisceration of the food-stamp program while military budgets receive double digit increases. Medicaid
for the indigent threatened and efforts made to
reduce the numbers of those who may apply.
Climate Change. Disregard for the science that
informs us of the tragedy of climate change. Pulling
out of international agreements to combat this threat
to all of life.
Working to overcome the culture of death is
much more difficult than playing a political game
that denies billions of persons worldwide the benefit
due them for the sanctity of their lives. Listen again
to Genesis 6:3. This fruit of the knowledge of good
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and evil appears good to eat. Electing leadership is
complex and is never about single issues. When we
fail to evaluate candidates in the harsh light of this
administration’s words, actions, and allegiances we
concede moral judgment to the wiles of the tempter.
That political ploy uses images of unborn life to acquire power. Its purpose is not the sanctity of human
life. That ploy highjacks Catholic Faith and Tradition
in exchange for votes. 
pbmr, continued from page 12
for success. They lack adequate housing, education,
afterschool programs, mental health support, employment options, etc. A youth in one of our circles
said quite openly, “I just want people to know what
it is like to grow up black in America!”
In her book, The Little Book of Race and
Restorative Justice, Fania Davis calls us to action.
She invokes the healer-warrior in all of us. It is not
warrior in the oppositional or militaristic sense, but
warrior-healer in its spiritual sense; the integration
of power and compassion. It is the healer-warrior
of the fierce Masai whose concern is with the wellbeing of the children.
This is not a Chicago problem only, nor a problem in large urban areas only. It is not a policing
problem only. It is all of our problem. It is the
problem of every community in which children
feel as though they are invisible, overlooked, or
dispensable. We cannot solve the issues of violence
with harsher penalties. We need to become active
healer-warriors working together with power and
compassion, creating healthy and safe communities
in which all people are well.
The “Akoben” is a traditional wind instrument
used to summon warriors to the battlefield. May we
be awakened, summoned, and devoted to the creation of a society in which we can ask one another
“and how are the children”? Knowing that we are
doing our best to create a world where all our children are well. “kasserian ingera!” 

Fr. Edward F. Siegman, c.pp.s.
by Fr. Robert Schreiter, c.pp.s.

In the more
congenial atmosphere in which
the Bible can be
studied and appreciated today,
it is easy to forget
there once was a
time when such
serious study
could not be
undertaken so
easily. Edward
Siegman was
one of the pioneers who made our current situation
possible. Father Raymond Brown once described him
as “a compassionate priest and an honest scholar who
suffered much for biblical truth.” These words capture
what made him so influential in both student and
scholarly circles.
Edward Siegman was born in Cleveland in 1908.
He entered the Society of the Precious Blood in 1922
and was ordained a priest in 1934. He was sent by his
superiors to study Scripture at the Catholic University
of America (cua), where he received a doctorate with
a study on the false prophets of the Old Testament.
From 1937 to 1951 he taught at his Congregation’s seminary in Carthagena, Ohio. In 1952 he returned to cua
to teach Scripture.
He was an engaging and compelling teacher,
providing his students with reams of mimeographed
notes that gave them up-to-date biblical scholarship.
Although demanding of his students, he was remembered as an extraordinarily kind and compassionate
priest, who always had time to stop and listen to his
students amid his own rigorous work regimen. Both
his compassion and his deep love of the Word of
God left a lasting mark on the many seminarians and
priests he taught.
In 1951 he assumed the editorship of The Catholic
Biblical Quarterly, a position he held until 1958. In the
course of his career he published fifty-nine articles and

reviews in the cbq, but importantly he brought the
journal to the high academic standard by which it has
been known ever since.
Negotiating biblical exegesis in the Catholic Church
in the 1950s was a delicate enterprise. Siegman was
a courageous defender of the new biblical study that
had been approved by Pope Pius xii in Divino Afflante
Spiritu in 1943, even though it continued to be contested in some Catholic circles until the Second Vatican
Council. This was the case at cua in Washington,
where opinion was deeply divided. In 1958, Siegman
was pressed to undertake study for a Licentiate in
Sacred Scripture at the Biblicum in Rome, even though
he had been teaching Scripture already for many years.
The final blow came in 1962 when he was forced out of
Catholic University altogether.
He returned to teach at his Congregation’s
seminary. His colleagues in the Catholic Biblical
Association honored him by electing him its president
in 1966. That same year he began a professorship in the
University of Notre Dame’s new doctoral program. His
health had been compromised by the years of stress,
and he died of a heart attack in 1967 at the age of 59.
He met the attacks against him with good humor
and was always the gentleman even in heated disputes.
His love for the Word of God, his commitment to his
students, and his kindness to those he encountered
shaped a generation of biblical scholars upon whom
the study of the Scriptures in the U.S. now stands. 
This article on Fr. Edward Siegman, c.pp.s. is part
of the “Fair Inheritance” project, a series of profiles of
people who have had a significant impact on the Missionaries of the Precious Blood in the United States. This
article first appeared in the April 2019 issue of The Bible
Today and is used with permission.
These biographical sketches are of people nominated last
fall as part of the Fair Inheritance Project. The suggestions came from members, Companions, and others.
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Ai Tam Educational Organization Receives
Human Development Fund Grant
Dear Fr. Joseph Uecker,
Our mission of Promoting Education & Empowering Persons, Ai Tam Educational Organization (ateo) has
chosen to serve the underserved clients (students, families).
Ai Tam education services enable underserved students who live in remote areas of Viet Nam to continue
their studying up to college or vocational training programs. In twelve years, many college students graduated
obtaining decent jobs as well as students accomplishing vocational training and getting a steady job. Despite
the education programs resulting with positive outcomes, Ai Tam still has diligently worked with families to
manage financial hardships that affected students. Through Ai Tam the education programs are available to
bridge these underserved students’ hopes to achieve a better life in the future. As we stated in our grant request, Ai Tam education programs meet their education mission in several ways. Ai Tam provides for students
the funding for textbooks, school supplies, and uniforms for school and sports, and other accessed school fees.
Specifically, the hdf grant award funded the education services for 31 students out of 125 students.
This year 2020, because the covid-19 pandemic affected globally, out of your mindful generosity, you voluntarily funded Ai Tam’s education program with $5,000.00 more to assist those students who are have desperate needs. We all are touched by your generous sharing! Ai Tam’s education program will use the amount of
$5,000.00 to provide school supplies for 200 students in Viet Nam.
In June 2020, Ai Tam Educational Organization received the check of $15,000.00 from your Human
Development Fund to finance
the program of education for
underserved students who live
in various remote provinces of
Rach Trang, Tan Thanh, Song
Phan, Tan Chau, Nghi Duc,
Xuan Thien and Giang Lam
communities in Viet Nam. In
this letter, I include our gratitude for your generous support
of the education programs.
Your sharing shows how our
education programs have been
serving the needs of many underserved people in Viet Nam.
On behalf of families,
students, communities, and
ateo, I send to you a special
thank you for your grant award!
Human Development Fund is a
generous gift to the education
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programs of ateo and it has a significant meaning for our continuing services for Vietnamese clients. Because
of your interest in our education mission, the ateo can continue to serve the underserved students and families in the remote provinces of Viet Nam. Therefore, we are able to provide them an opportunity to access with
value and dignity, an equal education opportunity that others have. Your investing in our education program for
the poorest of the poor students to continue cultivating their self-worth and efficacy is what we diligently work
toward. The following is a brief description of how Ai Tam is using your Human Development funds to serve
students who have been deprived from schooling assistance opportunities.
In the grant of 2020, Ai Tam requested $10,000.00 usd to provide education funds to 31out of total 125
underserved students from middle through high school and college for the school year 2020-2021. These students have been living in the remote communities in Viet Nam. Ai Tam education program provided education
opportunities for underserved students and families to assure them that the only way to eradicate poverty and
systemic changes at all levels is through education. However, the path of education is a challenge for both providers and clients. Clients depend on their determination skills to accomplish their studying goal. As the providers, our long-term commitment is to stabilize funding for these students who are in education programs. Our
hope is to ethically build sustainable communities, strengthen families, and to empower persons by fostering
self-confidence and promoting individual humanity. Below is the picture of students and parents who benefit
your Human Development Funding.
May God continue to abundantly bless you and your Precious Blood mission with a hundredfold of talents as
you generously share with God’s people.
Sincerely,
Sr. Hang Pham, asc
Board Member
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