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Editor’s Notes

by Margaret Haik, Director of Communications

The articles for the this edition of the New Wine Press had been 
proof-read; I was getting ready to place them into their pages of the 
magazine, and then the world was turned upside down. The New Wine 
Press editorial board met and chose to scrap the whole issue and start 
over. This edition now features articles and information from the minis-
tries that highlight how they are reacting to and remaining active during 
the covid-19 pandemic.

As Fr. Garry says in his (new) article,  “During this pandemic, we 
may be asking ourselves if we have the wherewithal to deal with it, both 
individually and as a society/world.” As Precious Blood people, we draw 
our strength from the cup, knowing that Jesus sacrificed his life for us. 
God’s promise of new life through the cup is what will carry our com-
munity through.

Precious Blood members, Companions, Volunteers, and staff are 
working to help sustain your strength during this time. Since we cannot 
meet in person, many of our ministries are working online to maintain 
a connection to the community. We are utilizing the technology at our 
fingertips (and on our phones!) to create content that we hope you will 
take advantage of. Dennis Coday and I list out some of the province’s 
efforts during this time later in this issue.

Despite the current challenges, life goes on, and we want to reflect 
that in our articles. Leadership team member Br. Daryl Charron, C.PP.S. 
shares his thoughts this month about the role of younger members in 
the New Creation. He leans upon the words of St. Gaspar, to be “well-
prepared” in ministry as inspiration for his article.

I was delighted to receive an article from Andrew Khuong An 
Nguyen, a brother candidate in initial formation at the Vietnam Mission. 
He shares his faith journey to the Vietnam Mission and learning that, 
"there is a special kind of family in this world—where the members are 
not blood-related but rather living in love and charity with each other." 
Welcome to the Precious Blood family, Andrew! 

During this time of quarantine, I pray you remain healthy in body 
and spirit. May this issue brings you resources of comfort and hope. 

It's Been Quite a Few Weeks!
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Provincial Director

by Fr. Garry Richmeier, c.pp.s., Provincial Director
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continued on page 5

We Have All That We Need
I really do not know how my mother did it. While my dad was out 

doing the farm work during daylight hours, my mom took care of us five 
kids. We were all two years apart in age, so that means that at one time 
there were five kids under the age of ten she had to tend to. She cooked 
three meals a day, cleaned, did laundry, baby sat, nursed sick and injured 
kids, drove with kids to a town 20 miles away to shop for groceries and 
clothes, gardened, raised and butchered chickens, and took care of her 
elderly mother living on the farm. In her spare time, she chased cattle 
back into the pasture when they got out and helped deliver calves when 
heifers were having trouble giving birth. Then during harvest she spent 
every day, all day, driving the wheat truck from the harvest field to the 
grain storage elevator. In her retired years, she herself said she did not 
know how she managed all that.

One of the many things I learned from my mother’s example is that 
people can do much more than they think they can. If it is important, 
necessary, and worth it to us, we usually will do what we must do to 
make it happen. Much of this has to do with faith and believing that God 
has not just thrown us into the world without a paddle, so to speak. Faith 
means believing that God has given us everything we need in order to do 
what we need to do. Without that faith and trust and love, I believe my 
mom would simply have given up.

During this pandemic, we may be asking ourselves if we have the 
wherewithal to deal with it, both individually and as a society/world. 
Some have denied that it is a real problem and that there is no need to 
address it in any meaningful way. Others are frightened almost to the 
point of paralysis and inaction. Most of us are probably somewhere 
between those two extremes. But most of us in some way are struggling 
with the question “Do we have the ability, wisdom, energy, desire, and 
compassion for each other to face this challenge?” 

If we believe God has given us what we need, to do what we need to 
do, then looking for indications of that might be helpful. One way to do 
that is with hindsight. How was it we survived those challenging times in 
our lives when we thought we couldn’t? If God gave us what we needed 
then, maybe God will do the same now and in the future. 

Another way to glimpse God’s gifts among us was described 



Leadership

Our February gathering of members to explore 
the possibilities of the new creation offered some 
insightful takeaways to ponder. One example for me 
happened at one of my small group discussions as we 
reflected on the Kansas City Province’s history. I was 
able to hear from an older member who talked about 
his experiences of being part of the “Junior Caucus,” 
which as a group surfaced important ministries and 
social justice causes needing the province’s attention 
at that time. It was inspiring to listen to this member 
share his motivational call to ministry responding 
to the signs of the times. Is it possible these days to 
form a “Junior Caucus?”

During our joint provincial council meeting a 
few months ago the leadership of both provinces 
discussed the necessity of forming a list from each 
province of younger members who would possibly 
be interested in creating new ministries in which to 
be involved. Since that discussion, I received a new 
Register of Members in the mail. I found in reading 
it that the Cincinnati Province has 92 members now 
that their foreign missions formed a new province. 
In our forming a new province the Kansas City 
Province has 43 members to add to that number. 
That brings us to a grand total of 135 members. Our 
province has 12 members and the Cincinnati prov-
ince has 20 members that are under the age of 65.

Do these current numbers have the potential to 
form a viable “Junior Caucus” today? What would 
Gaspar say? According to his letter #1336 to Gregario 
Muccioli, our founder said, “What is certain is what 
I have always maintained. The Society will send 
Missionaries, and they will be well-prepared; that is 
what is substantial. That I, or others, should go is ex-
traneous, so to speak, to the good that we always are 
hopeful of accomplishing.” Upon reading Gaspar’s 
words, I am impelled to think that low numbers 
need not discourage us from his incentives.

Furthermore, I find Gaspar’s questioning of who 
ultimately will be sent into the ministry at hand in-
triguing. As I mentioned before, both provinces are 

forming lists of 
younger mem-
bers who possi-
bly could be sent 
into new min-
istries together. 
How willing are 
we to become 
“well-prepared” 
and be sent into 
a new ministry 
with other mis-
sionaries? This requires a certain vulnerability as we 
expose our skills and talents to one another and see 
how they work in conjunction with other’s skills and 
talents. Some of our missionaries may say they are 
too old for that or too set in their own ways for that. 
I believe we should allow them to not participate at 
that level then if they are not capable.

My current beliefs are partly shaped by reading 
Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward – A Spirituality for 
the Two Halves of Life. Rohr writes, “In the first half 
of life, we are naturally and rightly preoccupied with 
establishing our identity – climbing, achieving, and 
performing. But those concerns will not serve us 
as we grow older and begin to embark on a further 
journey, one that involves challenges, mistakes, loss 
of control, broader horizons, and necessary suffer-
ing that actually shocks us out of our prior comfort 
zone. Eventually, we need to see ourselves in a dif-
ferent and life-giving way.” Those members under 
the age of 65 in both provinces may need to ask this 
question according to Rohr: How can I honor the 
legitimate needs of the first half of life, while creat-
ing space, vision, time, and grace for the second? 
Richard Rohr suggests that the holding of this ten-
sion is the very shape of wisdom. 
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St. Gaspar Called Us to be “Well-prepared”
by Br. Daryl Charron, C.PP.S., Provincial Council



“Oh Father, just live-stream the Mass via 
Facebook; it will be great” is the advice I’ve gotten 
from various parishioners. “It will be great to see 
you,” they all said. And yes, it might have been great 
for all of them to see me, but as we live-streamed the 
Mass, I saw no one. I did ask a few parishioners to 
help me with the iPad as well as be the congregation 
so that I wasn’t speaking to an empty church. 
I also heard of one pastor who asked his congrega-
tion to send him selfies that he printed and taped to 
the pews. 

There are many things we can do digitally to keep 
us connected, but nothing replaces physically being 
present and near to one another. Although all church 
events have been cancelled, the church remains open 
for private prayer. When someone stops by to visit 
the church, I just want to run over, greet them, and 
welcome them with a hug. I’m missing coming to-
gether for daily Mass and just the chance happenings 
of seeing parishioners.

Having come on board as pastor this past July, 
I’m still getting to know the families of both 
St. Mary’s, Centerville and St. Patrick’s, Melrose. 
This Lent, we were excited to kick off our Lenten 
Charities and participate in our various Lenten 
events. Both parishes have a great spirit and we have 
been working hard to grow that spirit and try new 
ways of reaching out to others. Both parishes are 
this year celebrating 150 years. On Saturday, March 
14, just before Church events were cancelled, St. 
Patrick’s was able to have their annual St. Paddy’s 
Day celebration. It was a great time of coming to-
gether, but little did we know it would be the last for 
a few weeks. 

People are calling and checking in on each other 
by phone. We received many comments during the 
live stream from people thankful we were doing 
something to bring Mass and trying to stay connect-
ed. Some even commented on the prayer I shared a 
few days earlier. Since we are not currently printing 
a bulletin, I may have to podcast my "Pastor’s Pen." 

A few people 
have stopped 
by the parish 
office just to get 
out for some 
fresh air. People 
are beginning 
to ask about 
Holy Week and 
Easter. 
I’m afraid we 
will still be 
under “lock-
down” at that time and be unable to celebrate Easter. 
I’ve told a few people that we will celebrate Easter. 
Regardless of what the calendar says, if it’s after 
Easter when we get the all clear, we will celebrate 
Easter Sunday. We will need a reason to celebrate 
rising to new life. We might even include an Easter 
egg hunt and an Easter Brunch.

[St. Mary's Church celebrates Mass on Facebook 
Live at https://www.facebook.com/stmaryscentervil-
leiowa/.] 

We Will Be Easter People Again
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by Fr. Timothy Armbruster, St. Mary's Church in Centerville, Iowa

well by Mr. Rogers of the TV show “Mr. Roger’s 
Neighborhood” when he said, “Look for the helpers. 
You will always find people who are helping.” People 
are putting their health on the line in order to serve 
others—health care workers, grocery store clerks, 
emergency personnel, first responders, and many 
others. It is important to be aware of these examples 
of God’s compassion and love happening during this 
crisis if we are not to lose faith.

Also important is to work to see possibilities for 
new life coming from this situation where it is easy 
to see only darkness, suffering, and death. After all, 
the paschal mystery is the core of our faith – that 
life comes from death. One possibility is that we will 
learn what to do (and what not to do) to better deal 

Leadership, continued from page 3

continued on page 6



One of the many areas that has been a point of 
pride for Precious Blood Volunteers as a program has 
been our flexibility. The small size of our program 
allows us to rise to new opportunities and have a 
personal touch with our volunteers. This flexibility has 
come in handy for us over the last several weeks in the 
face of a global pandemic. 

For our current volunteers, we are working to make 
sure that they are safe, they are supported, and that the 
people they live with are safe. Adding to this challenge 
is that one of our volunteers, Keven, traveled home 
to Toronto, Canada to be with his family while his 
mother was undergoing surgery. As of this writing she 
is reportedly healing well and is at home. For the time 
being Keven is going to remain in Canada, mostly 
because of the travel restrictions across the U.S.- 
Canada border. 

Caitlin is still in Kansas City, living in community 
at Gaspar Mission House. We have provided her with a 
car from the Kansas City Province so she can limit her, 
and others’, exposure on Kansas City’s public trans-
portation. We have a safety plan in place to help her 
and the other members of the Gaspar Mission House 
community limit their exposure to the Coronavirus. 
[Editor’s note: since then, Caitlin is sheltering at Gaspar 
Mission House in Kansas City.]

We have also moved to being in more frequent 
phone/video contact with the two of them. Normally 
we have a monthly spirituality night at Gaspar Mission 
House, but those have been replaced by weekly Zoom 
conferences with the three of us. The first one of these 
was a chance for them to connect with each other 
and to support each other. The next few will include a 
reading that will be central to our discussion. 

At the end of this month we were planning on go-
ing to Chicago with our volunteers from Kansas City. 
The plan was to visit pbmr, meet the incorporated 
members at San Felice Formation House, and visit 
some touristy sites in Chicago. Our time at pbmr was 
to be led by former Precious Blood Volunteer Hector 

Avitia and was to 
overlap with a group 
from Sacred Heart 
School in Sedalia 
where we’d be tour-
ing and working with 
them on projects 
at pbmr. This has 
been postponed 
indefinitely. 

We know that at some point this crisis will pass. As 
of now our end of year retreat is still on for our two 
current volunteers. This is also right in the middle of 
application season. I have reached out to all our appli-
cants for this coming volunteer year letting them know 
that we are thinking about them. Most of them replied 
and noted where they were in the application process 
and what they are hoping to do  for the next year. 

These are challenging times for our world. We need 
to care for each other. Love each other. We need to be 
praying for each other. 

6  •   The New Wine Press  • April 2020

Volunteers Practice Flexibility
by Tim Deveney, Precious Blood Volunteers Director

with contagious illnesses in the future. As countries 
we may decide it is in our best interest to put aside 
some differences in order to face common problems 
together. In our country we may finally realize that 
we are all intimately connected, and that the health 
of each of us depends on providing adequate health-
care for every individual. There is even the possibility 
that we might gain a greater appreciation for people 
like grocery store workers, and decide they are worth 
more than minimum wage.   

Our peace of mind, as well as our mental and 
emotional health, depends on our belief in ourselves, 
which in turn depends on our belief that God created 
us good, that God created us “enough.” Reminding 
ourselves of that will help keep us going rather than 
simply giving up. 

Leadership, continued from page 5



As many people in the Precious Blood community 
know, because of my work with Companions, I am 
on the road quite a bit during the year. Two weeks 
ago, I traveled to Ohio to visit several Companion 
groups and then headed over to Florida to see our 
Companions there. It is rare when I am traveling to 
have the opportunity to follow the news, but that was 
not the case when I was in Florida. I, like all of you, 
watched and listened as we learned new terms such as 
COVID-19, coronavirus, social distancing, pandemic, 
just to name a few. We all watched our world change. 
In short, we witnessed the birth of the new normal. 

As the news continued to become worse and 
worse, I was happy that I was able to return home 
to Kansas City. By then we were learning other new 
terms: quarantines, shelter in place, and working at 
home. Bishops around the country first dispensed 
then canceled all public Masses. In consultation with 
the Provincial Councils, we canceled Companion 
gatherings for March and possibly longer. Many 
Companions like myself treasure the times that we can 
gather as Companions for prayer and friendship. This 
new normal of staying apart from each other has felt 
sad and uncomfortable—especially for Companions 
who treasure our core value of hospitality that defines 
who we are as a Precious Blood community. But we all 
embraced the changes in order to be safe and to keep 
those we loved safe. 

This week, I have heard extraordinary stories from 
Companions who were taking charge of this new 
normal. One of our Companions in Wisconsin works 
as a bus driver. When schools closed, the company 
quickly changed focus and now drives meals around to 
the children in the area, many who live in underserved 
or low-income communities. The bus drivers not only 
provide vital food, but they also provide a connection 
for children and their families. Many Companions 
are working as volunteers in different social service 
venues to ensure that those in need have support dur-
ing this time. Other Companions are reaching out to 
each other via email and phone calls to ensure those 
who are isolated and alone know that someone cares 

about them. 
Companions 
are sharing 
information via 
social media 
about places 
where churches 
are live stream-
ing Masses so 
people can stay 
connected with 
their faith. And I 
know that there 
has been a lot of prayer going on! These are just a few 
examples of what happened in only seven days.  

During this crisis, Companions have added a few 
new words to describe this new normal of our world: 
compassion, commitment, care, and concern. We 
are now living in unchartered times that seem to be 
changing by the moment. But the continuing stories 
of compassion and care that we hear about in our 
Precious Blood family, as well as around the world, 
should sound familiar. We heard them after the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11. We heard them as our 
country and countries around the world survived wars 
and disasters. Remember what we heard about in the 
news before COVID-19? They were stories of polar-
ization and division, stories of violence and disregard 
for humanity. I wonder if one of the first casualties of 
COVID-19 were the walls that were separating us as 
people. While we are being encouraged to separate 
from each other, each recognizes that by doing our 
part we are helping our brothers and sisters. It took 
a pandemic for us to realize that there are no longer 
geographic boundaries that separate us as countries, 
states, or cities. We are all in this together. My hope 
and prayer as we continue to live during this pandemic 
is that we don’t suffer the same amnesia that we have 
had in the past and forget about these feelings of care 
and compassion for each other. May this new normal 
become permanent. 
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Companions: Compassion, Commitment, Care, Concern
by Vicky Otto, Precious Blood Companions Director



The photo, was stunning. You’ve probably seen it. 
A couple of versions of it appeared in various media 
and multiple social media channels: Pope Francis 
making a lonely pilgrimage through the deserted 
streets of Rome. 

On March 15, Francis prayed before the Marian 
icon “Salus Populi Romani” at the Basilica of St. 
Mary Major in Rome, and a crucifix at the Church 
of St. Marcellus. (The crucifix was carried through 
Rome in 1522 during the “Great Plague.”) 

Francis was, seemingly, alone.

Yet  he did not walk alone. Francis was walking 
with the entire Catholic community, the community 
of all believers, and of all people of good will. 

It is a symbol of our times.

The challenge we face within the province and 
at Precious Blood Renewal Center is how to invite 
people into a  sacred place when so many of us are 
under orders to stay home, to shelter in place, and to 
do social distancing. 

Because of the COVID-19 emergency, our com-
munity activities have been severely limited. More 
than ever, therefore, we feel compelled to offer pro-
grams of healing and hope. Technology can help us 
in our mission. 

The week that Kansas City, Missouri, declared 
a state of emergency and a couple of days before 
the counties that make up the Kansas City Metro 

The Big Picture
by Dennis Coday, pbrc Program Director and Margaret Haik, Communications Director

Pope Francis walks down Via del Corso to pray at the Church of St. Marcellus in Rome March 15, 2020. (Vatican Media)
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region issued stay at home orders, we began work 
on projects that we hope will invite people to a place 
of hope. 

“Tapping the Wine Cellar” is an experiment 
with Facebook Live. Fr. Keith Branson, C.PP.S., 
Companion Director Vicky Otto, and Volunteer 
Director Tim Deveney will go live on Thursdays at 2 
p.m. to break open the Gospel readings for the fol-
lowing Sunday. Viewers will have the ability to com-
ment and share their reflections in the comment sec-
tion for each video. The province’s Facebook page can 
be found at https://www.facebook.com/CPPSKC/. 

Kathy Keary, a Precious Blood Companion and a 
spiritual director at the Renewal Center, has begun a 
series of articles called “An Invitation to Something 
New: The Contemplative Life.” On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays for the next couple of months, new 
articles from Kathy will explore ways to foster the 
contemplative life in our everyday world. 

“We find ourselves living in a new reality. We are 
invited to be open to the possibilities born during a 
break from our usual activities,” she writes, and then 
challenges us: “Embrace the silence. Embrace the 
solitude. Embrace the stirrings found in the stillness 
of your soul.”

All the articles will be on the Renewal Center 
website and Facebook page. They can be found 
at https://www.pbrenewalcenter.org/blog/tag/
contemplative-life/.

Another Renewal Center venture is an ex-
periment in video mediations, which began with a 
six-part series focused on Lent offered by Fr. Ron 
Will, C.PP.S., director of spirituality at the Renewal 
Center. The first video was posted on the Tuesday in 
the Fourth Week of Lent. The last is to be posted on 
Holy Thursday. 

The first episode begins with the song “Turn to 
Me” by John Foley. Fr. Ron says of this song, “It 
sets the tone of this reflection and the reflections to 
come. It also speaks to the anxiety some of us are 
experiencing because of the corona virus epidemic.” 

The videos are available on the Renewal Center 
website. https://www.pbrenewalcenter.org/blog/tag/
lent-video/.

A couple of parishes where Precious Blood 
members serve are live streaming Mass on Sundays. 
If your parish is not able to share the Mass online, 
please consider visiting one of the following options:

St. James Parish, Liberty Missouri 
https://www.facebook.com/StJamesLibertyMO/

St. Mary’s Church, Centerville, Iowa 
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryscentervilleiowa/

At the time of this writing, we’re not sure what 
our next steps will be. We invite you to share your 
ideas with us!  

The goal of all these ventures is help our Precious 
Blood community and visitors who might have come 
physically to the Renewal Center to have a prayerful 
experience in the confinement of their own homes. 
In this small way, we can be together. 

And like Francis, we can make this lonely pil-
grimage in the spiritual company of our community, 
the community of all believers, and of all people of 
good will. 

Pope Francis prays in front of the Marian icon "Salus Populi Ro-
mani" at the Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome March 15, 2020.  
(Vaticn Media)
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I have come home each Lunar New Year to visit 
family and others. I used to be asked questions such 
as “Why did you get a religious life?” “For what reason 
have you chosen this way?” And besides this, I have 
known some in my home parish who gave up their 
religious formation even though they are morally 
proficient in life. Before these questions and their deci-
sions, I have the opportunity to review my own life, 
and recall what God have granted to me.

I explored my vocation in later years, when I was 
25. My first challenge is to wake up earlier for the 
morning Mass. That actually was difficult for me who 
likes to wake up late, and I took more than weeks 
to adjust and adapt with new timing for the early 
Eucharist. The challenges were not stopped there; I 
began facing directly with communal life. I joined the 
community in the Lenten season, and the Liturgy of 
the Hours was unpleasant, strange, and confusing to 
me. I took about three months to adapt. Those three 
months I was pressured and stressed. I passed these 
obstacles with the help of the Fathers and candidates 
in community. Through these difficulties, I realized 
that there is a special kind of family in this world—
where the members are not blood-related but rather 
living in love and charity with each other. They are 
called to come together to build the spiritual family 
through a mysterious power of the Holy Spirit.

After I caught up with the religious life, I experi-
enced higher-level challenges in the schooling process 
and the mission every summer. Writing is one of the 
skills that I have the least. I always worry about writ-
ing articles from classes. But when I looked back at 
the results, I was surprised and silently thanked the 
Holy Spirit. Now I no longer have difficulty in writing 
articles because I have gained the method and, impor-
tantly, the belief that the Holy Spirit always supports 
me. Pastoral work is always new and difficult for new 
people like me. When I was at home, I just had to 
go to school and go back home to do some odd jobs 
for my mom. Through the summer months, I have 
experienced heavy works such as hoe-digging, digging 
ditches. I have had my whole body ache all week! But 

the values gained are invaluable; I learned the lessons 
of sympathy, support, perseverance.

Not stopping there, I also stand as a big brother to 
teach and take care of orphans and poor people. For 
a quick tempered person like me, teaching children is 
a challenge and requires me to control the fire within. 
Many times, I almost gave up because of the pressure 
of work. At such times, I realized that I was lacking in 
trust and prayer. After such apprenticeship, I became a 
lot more mature, started to care about others, be loved 
by many people, and got to know more people. All of 
the challenges leave me with many lessons and it is 
important that I grow and become mature in my life of 
faith and strength of character.

Up to this time, I was always satisfied with my 
choice. Joy, optimism, and openness are my mot-
tos. Thank God—he taught me this wonderful motto 
through a loving father, and through his training expe-
rience. It has kept me up till now.

Now in my heart I can only say: thank God for 
choosing a young man who never knew anything 
about religious life, and even lived an incomplete 
Christian duty. Through my imperfections, He has 
given me a sense of the value of life, and I can see 
the true freedom and happiness in choosing Him. 
“Because only God is with me everywhere and knows 
all my things” (cf. Ps 139). 

Believe and Step Firmly
by Andrew Khuong An Nguen, Brother Candidate in Initial Formation, Vietnam Mission

2020 Joint Provincial 
Assembly Update

Provincial Directors Fr. Garry Richmeier and 
Fr. Jeff Kirsh have been consulting via phone 
with the respective leadership teams and 
members of the assembly planning committee 
to plan possible next steps for the 2020 Joint 
Provincial Assembly. It was decided that a de-
cision whether to hold, postpone, or cancel the 
assembly will be made on or around May 1st.
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We understand that concern and uncertainty 
about covid-19 demands much of our attention these 
days. We hear of almost nothing else in the news and 
in our many modes of communication. It appears 
that these concerns will be with us for a while, and 
that the decisions we make, along with those who are 
tasked with our care and good order, will govern our 
future. We are all in this together, and despite our 
social distancing we continue to be connected by our 
faith and our hope. 

For many of us business continues, albeit in a 
different way. As we like to say, there is a new nor-
mal. People are sheltering and working from home. 
Schools and many businesses are closed. Churches 
have suspended their services. In many places only 
essential services are available. 

This March 15-18 I had planned on participating 
in the Conference of Major Superiors of Men’s Justice 
and Peace and the Integrity of Creation Conference 
(cmsm jpic) in Las Cruces, New Mexico. All who 
were to gather were Catholic religious justice and 

peace leaders. The topic for discussion was to be the 
present reality of immigration. We were to arrive in 
El Paso so that we might cross the border into Juarez, 
Mexico to visit the shelters and camps where those 
who are petitioning for asylum wait. We were then 
to proceed to the retreat center in Las Cruces for 
our conference. 

However, due to the present Coronavirus pan-
demic we made the decision to hold our conference 
via Zoom Video Conferencing. While not the opti-
mum experience, it was, nonetheless, an excellent 
and informative meeting. Despite our concern for 
the health crisis in the United States and throughout 
the world, we still need to continue to be concerned 
about our broken immigration system and the recent 
laws that have made it much more difficult for daca 
youth and asylum seekers to navigate the immigra-
tion processes.

We began by acknowledging the common hu-
manity that we share with migrants and refugees 

Gospel Witness and Solidarity With Migrants
by Gabino Zavala, Justice and Peace Director

continued on page 13
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“Is the Lord in our midst or not?” (1 Exodus 17:7) 
Have we not been asking ourselves this question 
these days as did the Israelites? As we live through 
the unknowns of the Coronavirus, the financial and 
economic uncertainties, the social distancing, the 
violence in our institutions and in our cities, we 
along with Pope Francis are heartbroken.

In our own Back of the Yards community, we con-
tinually hear the cries as lives are lost daily to gun 
violence. Yesterday, a group of our young men and 
women spoke of their frustrations, knowing racial 
distancing and the results of poverty have closed the 
doors of opportunity to them. They know this com-
munity lacks the resources to fulfill their dreams and 
hopes for a better future for themselves and their 
children. We are heartbroken for our families who 
know such trauma and isolation. “Is the Lord in our 
midst or not?”

We are so aware of individual and institutional 
woundedness everywhere, people crying out for rec-
onciliation, for connections, for healing and hope. 
Yet we build walls, lock up those we fear, and close 
our eyes and hearts to our own wounds as well as the 
wounds within our Church.

Last week, Fr.  Dave Kelly, Sr. Janet Ryan, O.S.F., 
and I were invited by St. Giles Parish in Oak Park, 
Illinois to join their staff in offering a mission to help 
touch these wounds and find healing. We opened the 
mission with a powerful lamentations ritual. The pre-
pared readings and accompanying music brought all 
of us into the spirit of lament and crying for healing. 
We touched the wounds of physical and sexual abuse, 
the wounds of racism, and the wounds of our personal 
and social sin.

At the closing of the evening, we asked all to 
write a lament on a prepared card and place it in the 
“Lament/Prayer Basket.” A procession formed to the 
basket, with people appearing eager to name their 
hurt and drop it in the basket, adding theirs to the 
lament of the whole. Faces told of the depth of the 

lament, or the joy of letting it go and be united with 
the hurt of others, of not being alone in their pain. 

Reconciliation was the theme for the second 
evening. Father Kelly shared a powerful reflec-
tion of being with those who have caused harm 
and those who are harmed, telling each with equal 
respect and concern. He told stories of the loneli-
ness and feelings of not belonging that haunt our 
youth. Following the reflection we were invited into 
a place of healing—sacramental reconciliation or 
“safe” places within the church to talk with spiritual 
directors or other spiritual companions. The church 
was filled with voices sharing their hurts, their fears, 
their shame, their abuse and losses. There was no 
question that God was in our midst, embracing the 
wounded, healing, and being the light in the dark-
ness. As the people left the gathering in silence, I felt 
the heaviness within many had lifted. 

Our final evening brought us together again in 
song and reflection. For most of the evening we 
gathered in small circles. Guided by a circle keeper, 
people shared what had been challenging during this 
mission, and how to become a light of hope in this 
hurting, broken world. 

Our Precious Blood spirituality calls us to be in 
those places where there is darkness, where pain 
cries out, where reconciliation is needed and healing 
can happen.

During the mission, we stood in those dark and 
ugly places. Some wept, but also began to embrace 
their own wounds and those of our Church—for 
only in touching the wounds can we begin to heal 
and be restored. 

It has been a blessing to be connected with the 
people of St. Giles. It will be a growing relationship as 
they continue the Circles of Healing and Inclusion. 

As we commit ourselves to be a Light of Hope in 
our Hurting World, we must take a long, loving look 

And They Flew...
Sr. Donna Liette, c.pp.s., pbmr
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at those wounds. We must plunge into darkness, re-
alizing we are in the “not yet” time, but always with 
the hope of the Resurrection. Sometimes we need a 
push…or a mission!  

“Come to the edge,” he said.
“We’re comfortable back here,” they said.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
“We’re too busy,” they said.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
“It’s too high,” they said.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
“We’re afraid,” they said.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
“We’ll fall,” they said.
“Come to the edge,” he said.
 And they did.
 And he pushed them.
 And they flew…

“Come to the Edge,” by Christopher Logue 

 and the dignity that every human being shares, no 
matter their legal status. We recognized the devastat-
ing impact of cruel and inhumane policies that deny 
immigrants the right to asylum, the detaining and 
separating of families, the traumatizing of children, 
the criminalization of immigrants, and the militari-
zation of our borders. 

We must look at the root causes of migration, 
which include the U.S. policies in Central America 
and Mexico that contribute to a growing inequality, 
climate change, corruption, and violence. The result 
of these policies enriches the corporate elite while 
increasing poverty and food insecurity for 
many people.

Environmental degradation and climate change 
are factors that are increasing and significant reasons 
why people are forced to migrate.

As Catholic communities and ministries we are 
already providing accompaniment to migrants in 
solidarity with migrants, refugees, and asylum seek-
ers. As Precious Blood Missionaries we acknowledge 

Justice & Peace, continued from page 11

the importance of hospitality. We are morally ob-
ligated by the Gospel to challenge cruel and unjust 
immigration policies. Our hospitality and solidarity 
are rooted in our Catholic faith, which calls us to 
give witness, beginning with the call to welcome our 
migrant sisters and brothers because in doing so we 
welcome Christ (Mt 25:31-40).

As we continue to be concerned about our health 
crisis and take the necessary precautions to contain 
the spread of covid-19, there are other concerns that 
should continue to occupy our attention. The immi-
grant and refugee communities are not only extreme-
ly vulnerable to the virus, but also continue to cry out 
for attention in promoting a just and comprehensive 
reform of our broken immigration system. 

...and some good news!

Marin County/ San Francisco Precious Blood 
Companions Francisco and Katie Ortiz 

welcomed daughter Irina Dolores Ortiz on 
March 14, 2020 at  8:41 a.m. Irina arrived at 

71/2 lbs and 20 inches long. Francisco reports, 
"Mom and baby are happy and healthy!"

Congratulations Ortiz Family!
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