
the New Wine press

In the Blood

Ancestors

communIty lIfe symposIum 2017: 
 KAnsAs cIty provInce report

Volume 25 No 11 • July 2017





  July 2017  •   The New Wine Press  •  1 

The Society of the Precious Blood is a fraternal community of 

priests and brothers founded by St. Gaspar in . Bonded through 

charity by a promise of fidelity, we are prayerfully motivated by the 

spirituality of the precious blood of Jesus Christ to serve the needs 

of the Church as discerned through the signs of the times and in the 

light of the Gospel.

The Kansas City Province—incorporated members, covenanted 

companions, and candidates—united in prayer, service and mutual 

support, characterized by the tradition of its American predeces-

sors, are missionaries of these times with diverse gifts and minis-

tries. In a spirit of joy, we strive to serve all people—especially the 

poor—with care and compassion, hope and hospitality.

The New Wine Press seeks to remain faithful to the charism of our 

founder, St. Gaspar, and the spirituality of the Blood of Christ with 

its emphasis on reconciliation, renewal and refounding. We accept 

and encourage unsolicited manuscripts and letters to the editor.
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continued on page 4

Common Good
by Fr. Richard Bayuk, c.pp.s., Editor

This issue reports and reflects upon various parts of our 2017 Provincial 
Assembly in early June. Our overall focus was community life. Several 
weeks later we celebrated the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ—
the source and summit of our unity. And as I write this, we are anticipating 
Independence Day, a national observance of origins, values, and hopefully 
community. All of this is part of the same fabric.

At the foundation of Catholic Social Teaching is the concept of the “com-
mon good” (a concept and goal which seems to have diminished greatly 
in our national conversation and practice in the last 30 years). To pursue 
the common good is to work towards the greatest good for all persons. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church describes three essential elements of the 
common good.

Respect people. First is “rights,” namely, the common good presupposes 
respect for each person, which the government, or public authorities, 
must protect. 

Help people. Second is needs, or prosperity. The common good requires 
the social well-being and development of the group itself, thus making 
accessible that which is needed, such as food, clothing, work, education, 
health.

Protect people. The common good requires peace. Public authority 
should ensure a morally acceptable means of security and defense of 
its people.

We are also called to pursue a Universal Common Good. In an increas-
ingly interdependent world, we all rely on other countries for our own 
well-being. We are all a part of one human family and, therefore, we seek 
a universal common good. This means that nations must also help those 
who are not from their country.

Coincidentally, on the Sunday following July 4th, we will hear these 
words in the Gospel: “Come to me, all you who are weary and find life 
burdensome.” Those familiar words resonate for me with what is inscribed 
at the base of the Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free”—a powerful and poetic asser-
tion of the universal common good (from which we are perhaps straying 
as well).

In conclusion, the connection to the Eucharist. After Vatican ii, the feast 
of Corpus Christi was combined with feast of the Precious Blood (still 
celebrated by our community on July 1st, of course), and is now called the 
Solemnity of Body and Blood of Christ. This was part of an effort to return 
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Leadership

continued on page 4

Are We Inspired and Inspiring?
by Fr. Tom Welk, c.pp.s., Provincial Council

I have always felt sorry for the last speaker on the schedule of an all-day 
conference. Participants are tired after a long day and can’t wait to head for 
the doors and back home. To spare someone else from having to do this, I 
volunteered to give the last talk for a recent workshop I helped plan, along 
with representatives from a local hospital. The instructions given me by the 
other members of the planning committee were clear: “Tom, please give 
an inspirational talk!” I was to be entertaining, exciting and interesting— 
something along the lines of a rah-rah type of presentation. I thought to 
myself: good luck.

Did this mean I would have to engage in some type of song and dance 
routine? Above all, good luck on that! I could possibly give a rather decent 
rendition of a song; but doing a dance would be a disaster. It definitely 
would not be “inspiring” in the common understanding of that word.

The assignment did get me to do some reflecting on what is meant by 
inspiration. Looking at the root meaning of this word gives a clear defini-
tion of what is involved. It is comprised of the two Latin words in (into), 
and spirare (to breathe). Based on these two Latin root words, the diction-
ary definition of the word is simple and to the point: “to breathe or blow 
into or upon.”

What is the source of life? Genesis 2, the second story of creation, an-
swers the question succinctly, “The Lord God formed [humanity] out of 
the clay of the ground and blew into [its] nostrils the breath of life, and 
so became a living being” (7). In John 20:22 we have the account of Jesus 
commissioning his disciples: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
others’ sins, they are forgiven them; if you hold them bound, they are held 
bound.” The disciples are then asked to go forth and bring this same breath 
of life into a dead and sinful world.

Unfortunately, what happens in the world around us is rather than 
breathing life into lifeless situations, there is a tendency to “suck the last 
breath of life out.” We might even use this phrase to describe circumstances 
we find ourselves in at times. Who of us has not referred to a challenging 
individual or situation as “sucking the life” out of us?

We know that in order to be able to continue in our ministries, we need 
to constantly renew and reinvigorate ourselves. This became very clear in 
our discussions at the 2017 Provincial Assembly. Obviously, we need God’s 
breath of life—not once, but on a continual basis. The big question is how 
and where can we find God’s breath of life to invigorate and re-invigorate 
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us? The answer to this question is paradoxical. We find 
life by giving life; enabling others enables us.

Hospice work has given me a good illustration of 
this. The Latin root meaning of this word provides a 
clarification. Hospes, -itis not only refers to the one 
who gives support (hospitality) to another, but also 
to the one who receives the support. Hospes engages 
both parties in a reciprocal relationship: receiving by 
giving and vice versa. I often find myself lifted up by 
the patients and the families I serve. I thank them for 
the honor and privilege to do so.

One of the most sacred duties of the Middle East 
culture is to engage in hospitality. Not to do so is to 
commit a grievous sin. The stranger and all those in 
need must always be provided for. What was the ter-
rible sin of Sodom? Neglect of the poor and marginal-
ized (Ezekiel 16). 

I had an experience of the importance of Semitic 
hospitality on a trip to Israel in the summer of 1979. 
While in Jerusalem my travel companion and I negoti-
ated a flat fee with a taxi driver for a six-hour period to 
take us off the regular tourist track. He decided a trip 
out into the desert would be a unique experience for 
us, an experience not on the itinerary for most tour-
ists. Not too far off the desert road we caught sight of 
a Bedouin camp. It was comprised of various tents. 
The taxi driver now was in full mode as a guide. He ex-
plained to us that if we were to enter the main tent of 
the camp we would meet the sheik who was in charge; 
and even though the sheik would not necessarily be 
fond of us Americans or of him, a Jewish cab driver, he 
nonetheless would graciously invite us in and offer us 
a very bitter cup of coffee. Various food items would 
then be served. At the conclusion of the visit, he would 
in turn offer us a very, very sweet cup of tea. While do-
ing so he would state, “Life without you has been like 
a bitter cup of coffee. But now that you have visited 
us, life has become like this very sweet cup of tea.” In 
effect, he not only took care of our needs, but he con-
sidered our visit as also enriching his life. Providing 
for the needs of another enriches the life of the giver. 
Hospitality is always a two-way street.

Where are we as Community in living this out? 
What will breathe life into us? As we diminish in 
numbers the temptation is to become ever more 

self-serving and self-preserving. The sentiment 
often portrayed is that our very survival depends 
on doing so. Consequently, rather than expand-
ing our services and using our resources to serve 
others and carry out our charism, we want to hang 
on to them ever more tightly. Pope Francis stated 
recently that religious communities are to be true to 
their charisms—and that resources must be directed 
toward this end. Financial gain and/or security are 
not the primary considerations.

What will breathe life into our Community? Being 
true to our charism of renewal and reconciliation. 
Our vote at the 2017 Provincial Assembly to expand 
our meeting space at the Center in Liberty was to 
me a positive sign that we want to be a Community 
that reaches out to the wider world community. Let 
us continue to be generous in sharing the breath of 
life God has given us. It will be the only way in which 
we will continue to have the breath of life continue 
to grow within us. Let us constantly strive to be an 
inspiring and inspired Community. W

Leadership, continued from page 3

the original understanding of Eucharist as some-
thing we not only receive and do and become—not 
stay away from and simply adore. What many of us 
are prone to forget is that this body and blood is the 
people as well as the bread and wine. People are con-
secrated too; we are also really and truly the presence 
of Christ. The focus is on our continuing to become 
the body and blood of Christ. As we serve God in the 
hungry, homeless, loveless, sick or suffering, we offer 
not ourselves but Christ who is in us. We are the body 
of Christ and we are connected.

The common good is still at the heart of Catholic 
Social Teaching. It is also part of the core of our 
Precious Blood spirituality. In the words of Pope 
Francis, “Whenever our interior life becomes caught 
up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer 
room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is 
no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no lon-
ger felt, and the desire to do good fades” (Evangelii 
Gaudium). W

Editor, continued from page 2
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I read in the New York Times yesterday that tonight 
on hbo there is the debut of a new documentary 
called, “If You’re Not in the Obit, Eat Breakfast.” The 
documentary looks at the lives of famous entertainers 
who are still working well into their 90s. People like 
Carl Reiner, Betty White, Mel Brooks, and Norman 
Lear. For example, Carl Reiner, who some wisdom fig-
ures may remember from the 1950s working with Sid 
Caesar on “Your Show of Shows,” is 95 and his most re-
cent book is called, Too Busy to Die. His comedic com-
rade, Mel Brooks, is 90 and is working on a Broadway 
version of his famous film, “Young Frankenstein” that 
is opening this October in London. Brooks is quoted 
in the New York Times’ piece saying the “thought of 
him slowing down in older age is heresy.” 

“The culture has an impression of aging that is 
not realistic,” Norman Lear says in the Times’ article 
about the hbo documentary. “To get the laughs, it 
paints a picture of older people as infirm, as whiny, 
and as incapacitated and foolish. I don’t think that’s 
who we are.”

I know that is not who we are as Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood—regardless of our chronological age. 
Because as Mel Brooks said in the Times’ article, “If we 
die, then we can’t do much. But as long as we’re alive, 
we can still tap dance, we can still crack a joke, we can 
still sing a song, we can still tell a story.”

That’s what we’ve been doing this past year and a half 
as we have engaged in a series of conversation about 
our community life. We can still tell our stories. 

Recently, the Sacred Heart Missionary, Diarmuid 
O’Murchu, published a new book called, Religious Life 
in the 21st Century: The Prospect of Refounding. My first 
thought when I saw the title was that’s so 1990s and 

early 2000s. That’s what 
we called the process 
we are presently en-
gaged in back then: re-
founding. But as Barry 
Fischer wrote recently 
in the Cup of the New 
Covenant: “Refounding 
was an attempt to live a 
dynamic dialogue with 
the Spirit constantly 
calling us to new life in 
creative fidelity to our congregational charism. Today 
there is a new word being used although I think we are 
basically talking about the same thing. How can we 
continue to be a vital community at the service of mis-
sion inspired by the spirituality of the Blood of Christ 
and our missionary charism?”

In his new book, O’Murchu believes the future of 
religious life will be revived through communal soul-
searching. This is what we have been about this past 
year and a half—and especially these past six months. 
For some of us it has seemed redundant because didn’t 
we do this in the 1990s when we had a Committee 
on Membership and we surveyed all members and 
companions to come up with the book, People of the 
Spirit? And didn’t we do this in the early 2000s when 
we gathered in Warrensville with members from the 
Cincinnati, Atlantic, and Pacific Provinces to dialogue 
about becoming a new creation community in the 
blood of Christ?

But now we are asked to go even deeper into 
this paschal mystery and the bond of charity that 
unites us as a community dedicated to the blood of 
Christ. And it is this reality, this truth—the blood 
of Christ—that draws us near and takes us deeper 
in our dialogue during these days. During these 
days, we will be engaged in what we are now calling 
Reimagining Community Life. 

Finally, as we enter these days together, a song I’ve 
been hearing a lot lately resonates with me and what 
we will be about these days. It is by John Mayer and 
is called, “In the Blood.” The lyrics of the song offer a 

In the Blood
The following contains excerpts from Fr. Joe Nassal’s opening talk at the 2017 Provincial Assembly.

by Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s., Provincial Director

continued on page 7

Jubilarians during the 2017 Assembly
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My mother Mary Ellen Banaghan was born on a 
farm near Carrick on Shannon, County Leitrim, on 
the west coast of Ireland. Her father died when she 
was a little over a year old. When her mother remar-
ried, life became difficult for my mother and her older 
brother John; my mother was sent to live with her 
maternal grandmother. At age 16, my mother emi-
grated to the United States, sponsored by her mother’s 
sister and her husband, my Aunt Mary and Uncle Leo 
O’Meara, who lived in Lorain, Ohio. 

My father’s grandfather and great grandfather 
came to the United States in An Gorta Mor, the Great 
Hunger. At that time, Ireland had a population of 
about 8 million people. In the Great Hunger, over a 
million people died and over one and a half million 
emigrated. Leaving their families on the East Coast, 
my father’s forebears joined the California Gold Rush. 
Then they returned east and purchased farmland near 
Grafton, Ohio. My father, William Thomas Lahiff, was 
born on that farm in Lorain County.

These are my family ancestors, emigrants and seek-
ers. I, too, am an emigrant, moving gradually west-
ward from North Central Ohio, in search of educa-
tional and professional opportunities. 

We all acquire an interesting and diverse set of 
ancestors through our association with the Precious 
Blood family: Francesco Albertini, Gaspar del Bufalo, 
Giovanni Merlini, Maria de Mattias, Francis de Sales 
Brunner, Daniel Schaefer, Brother Carl Mueller. We’ve 
lost the immediate physical presence of a number 
of them in the past year, people named in our litany 
of remembrance last night, including Companions 
Francis Flanagan and Gerry Downs. I honor and 
thank Gerry as an ancestor, because she was the one 
who introduced me to the Precious Blood Community 
in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Gerry was born in Buffalo, New York, not far from 
where I was born in Cleveland. Half a generation older 
than me, Gerry didn’t have the educational opportuni-
ties that I did. She trained as a surgical tech and spent 
17 years as a Navy wife. Gerry’s adventures in min-
istry began as a volunteer in youth ministry at Saint 
Leander parish in San Leandro, California. Like so 
many other youth ministry volunteers, Gerry became 

involved because she had kids. At St. Leander, Gerry 
worked with a music minister named Jeffrey Keyes, 
who introduced her to the summer program in liturgy 
and music at St. Joseph College in Rensselaer, Indiana. 
As she became more involved in ministry, and to make 
her way after divorce, Gerry began to take college 
courses to prepare for graduate studies in ministry. 
When she found out that the Franciscan School of 
Theology in Berkeley would accept students in their 
Master of Theological Studies program with significant 
experience even if they did not have college degrees, 
Gerry stepped out, completing her master’s degree in 
1990. 

When I met Gerry, she was a pastoral associate at 
St. Augustine Parish in North Oakland.

As an ancestor, Gerry was not only courageous, 
she was generous and supportive to other women in 
ministry like me.

Precious Blood Father Greg Comella was an an-
cestor for both Gerry and me. In fall 1992, under 

Ancestors
by Maureen Lahiff, Alameda, California Companion

California Companions and members, 2017 Provincial Assembly

Albia, Iowa Companions and Precious Blood members, 
2017 Provincial Assembly

The following are the author’s remarks from the Companion Covenant Mass during the 2017 Provincial Assembly.
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Fr. Greg’s leadership, the Province of the Pacific 
Formation House in South Berkeley became Sonnino 
Mission House. Fr. Jeff Keyes, ordained for the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood in fall 1990, and Fr. 
Greg lived at Sonnino. 

Fr. Greg invited women in ministry, including Gerry 
and me, to help the Sonnino team plan activities and 
develop Sonnino’s ministries to people on the mar-
gins of church and society. By spring of 1994, Gerry 
and I were members of the Sonnino team, which also 
included Fr. Jim Franck and Fr. Gary Luiz.

The vision of Sonnino as a place of outreach and 
welcome was short-lived, but the experiences of be-
ing invited and encouraged to develop ministries 
had long-lasting effects for Gerry and for me. Gerry 
went on to complete a doctorate of ministry with the 
Graduate Theological Foundation, and with Fr. Greg 
Comella’s support to preach for Isaiah Ministries and 
then for Precious Blood Missions with Father Dennis 
Chriszt. And Gerry is the ancestor of the Sonoma-
Marin Companions Group.

Why all this talk about ancestors? Because I want 
to invite each of you and all of us together to consider 
several related questions: Who were our ancestors? 
What did our ancestors envision for us? And, most 
importantly: What sort of ancestors do we want to be?

I believe the question from Native American elders 
and activists, "What sort of ancestor do you want to 
be?" invites us to take a larger and longer perspective 
in our discussions on community life. We are ances-
tors, we have tremendous power and tremendous 
responsibilities to invite, encourage, and support 
others. We need to choose what to hand on from what 
we’ve been given, and what we want to adapt and add. 
We also need to decide what we do not want to hand 
on, because it no longer enriches and supports us and 
those we invite to join us.

There is much at stake here, and to succeed we need 
to look beyond ourselves, to those who come after us. 
What sort of ancestors do we want to be? What sort of 
ancestors do we need to be? W

poetic prayer as we seek to live in a deeper commu-
nion in the blood of Christ. 

How much of my mother has my mother left in me? 
How much of my love will be insane to some degree? 
And what about this feeling that I’m never good enough? 
Will it wash out in the water, or is it always in the blood? 
How much of my father am I destined to become? 
Will I dim the lights inside me just to satisfy someone? 
Will I let this woman kill me, or do away with jealous love? 
Will it wash out in the water, or is it always in the blood?
 
I can feel the love I want, I can feel the love I need, 
But it’s never gonna come the way I am. 
Could I change it if I wanted, can I rise above the flood? 
Will it wash out in the water, or is it always in the blood? 
How much like my brothers, do my brothers wanna be? 
Does a broken home become another broken family? 
Or will we be there for each other, like nobody ever could? 
Will it wash out in the water or is it always in the blood?

My friends, I believe we can “rise above the flood” of 
all those forces in our world today that seek to silence, 
that threaten to expel and exclude our neighbors, that 
deny human rights and take human lives through ter-
ror. I believe we can be people who are passionately 
engaged and involved in what Pope Francis has called 
“the revolution of tenderness” as we live our charism 
as missionaries of the blood of Christ. We can do this 
because our mission of inclusiveness, of reconciliation, 
of transformation will not be “washed out in the wa-
ter” because it’s always in the blood. I pray as we take 
our dialogue deeper this week, we will know the love 
we want and need in the bond of charity; and even if 
we can’t change certain things about ourselves even 
if we wanted to, we will show once again that we are 
brothers and sisters who are there for each other “like 
nobody ever could.” 

And we will be there for each other because “it is 
always in the blood.” W

In the Blood, continued from page 5
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1. Current Experience

A. Community life in the house community: 
Members of the province may live alone, if the 
apostolate requires this. When living in commu-
nity, members are expected to share daily liturgy 
of the hours with community prayers and to 
share meals together when possible. Some of the 
proposed mission houses of the province invite 
the lay associates (Companions) and others, for 
shared spiritual and educational programs in 
the house. When our members live together, it 
is typically focused around a shared apostolate. 
As members living together, the bond of charity 
creates a quality level of engagement and conver-
sation. Even when members live and work alone, 
there is an expectation that community is also 
made real by communication, meals when pos-
sible, visits, and participation in activities with 
members who live near. 

B. Community life in the overall unit or province: 
The Kansas City Province has 46 Incorporated 
Members, including five who are serving the 
Vietnam Mission.  The province has 220 lay asso-
ciates—Precious Blood Companions—who have 
made covenant with us. There are also several lay 
women and men who participate in our Precious 
Blood Volunteer program.   
 
The Companions have an integral part in the 
community life of the province. In addition to 
their own monthly gatherings, they participate in 
community meals and prayers as well as spiritual 

and educational events. Some of them serve as 
presenters and conveners. They have staff posi-
tions at Precious Blood Renewal Center, our 
central house. They have always been welcome at 
our annual Provincial Assembly and their partici-
pation is typically high. The Companions took an 
active part in the Community Life Discussions 
leading up to this Symposium. 
 
We have had good attendance at our Assemblies, 
with 90% participation by the members and 
about half of the Companions participating. 
Some of them travel long distances to attend. 
There is an annual retreat for the Companions, 
and members are welcome to attend. When there 
is installation of new leadership, members come 
together for retreat and the Companions join 
the first evening for the installation ceremony. 
In those years when a community retreat is not 
scheduled, members are expected to make their 
own arrangements for retreat.  Over the past year 
and a half, our members came together on two 
different occasions with a facilitator for several 
days to engage in a deeper dialogue on envision-
ing our future. These gatherings kindled a new 
energy and enthusiasm among the members, 
including opportunities for individual members 
to share with the larger group their stories of hurt 
and healing in community life. These encounters 
put us in a good position to enter the discussions 
on Community Life and the process that flowed 
from the XX General Assembly.  Special work-
books were designed to facilitate these discus-
sions. 
 
How do we understand a simple lifestyle? 
 
A simple lifestyle manifests a priority on follow-
ing Christ. Material possessions are minimalized. 
It affords us the grace of being available. When 
we are unencumbered by material possessions, 
we are free to give our lives in service to the 
reign of God. The distractions of technology are 
reduced. Simplicity concerns itself with a regard 
for the environment by recycling and practicing 
good stewardship of resources in order to respect 
the earth; a simple lifestyle reduces the human 
footprint. Mission to the poor and marginalized 
is supported when things are shared rather than 

Community Life Symposium 2017: Kansas City Province Report

Fr. Tom Albers, c.pp.s., 2017 Provincial Assembly
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hoarded; community resources help those in 
need. Simplicity leads to generosity and humility. 

 The Mission House 
 
Our province’s concept of mission house begins 
with hospitality, welcoming all to a sacred space. 
The life of those living in a mission house focuses 
on shared daily prayer, meals, study, and social-
izing together. The mission house is a place of in-
tentional community renewal and renewal for the 
local church. People come to a mission house for 
rest, acceptance, and spiritual growth, and people 
go out from the mission house to share Precious 
Blood spirituality with the world, especially rec-
onciliation and preaching. The ministry of mis-
sion house residents is both internal to the house 
itself and also as well to serve in local aposto-
lates, according to the needs of the Church. We 
are planning to move toward more intentional 
mission houses in our Province, focusing on our 
charisms of reconciliation and the ministry of the 
Word.

2. Future Hopes, Dreams, and Desires

A. Our hopes and dreams are to develop and imple-
ment the concept of mission house for four to 
five centers where we will assess how we can 
make the most impact on the local church by 
inviting local clergy and Companions to gather, 
to support one another, and to grow in the spiri-
tuality of the Precious Blood. We believe that in 
this way we will be more effective in entrusting 
our heritage and tradition to the future. We look 
forward to collaborating with our members and 
Companions regarding the best way to imple-
ment mission houses in the future. We hope to 
be agents of change in the church and culture 

regarding the role of women in the Church, the 
LGBT community, the refugee, poor, and mar-
ginalized; to increase reconciliation, healing, 
and involvement in our community and Church. 
We are committed to creating something new 
for ourselves and the Church. We need to make 
better use of the technologies of communication 
to enhance community and create something 
new. Becoming ever better stewards of our hu-
man resources, we are dedicated to support-
ing members and Companions in their various 
apostolates. Creating something new necessarily 
involves younger generations; we are commit-
ted to exploring a variety of forms and terms of 
membership in our community especially with 
younger generations. Always reading the signs of 
the times in prayer with a prophetic eye, we offer 
ourselves to serve the Church at the edges. We 
hope and dream of continued engagement with 
our Vietnam mission. We hope to meet with the 
Cincinnati Province to create something new to-
gether. As we re-imagine our future together, we 
will continue to pursue development of our mis-
sion houses, integrate our corporate stances, and 
share life and ministry with our Companions. 

B. Community Life at its best for the Kansas City 
Province would mean a simple lifestyle by shar-
ing prayer, meals, dialogue, and spiritual growth. 
Typically, our mission houses would also engage 
the members in some shared apostolate, which 

continued on page 13

John Wolf, c.pp.s., Joe Nassal, c.pp.s., Michael & Peggy Waddell, Al 
Ebach, c.pp.s, 2017 Provincial Assembly

Lisa Osburn and Vince Hoying, c.pp.s., 2017 Provincial Assembly
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Congratulations Fr. Peter Tam Hoang, c.pp.s.!
Ordained June 8, 2017, St. Francis Xavier Church, St. Joseph, Missouri

“So close to the feast of Pentecost, may our prayer this morning echo the Gospel Acclamation for Pentecost 
Sunday: ‘Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.’ In a word, ‘love’ 
is what this ordination is all about—God’s love for us shared outwardly in ministerial loving service of others.…So 
may your priestly ministry, Peter Tam, rest securely in love, in loving service.”

-Bishop Joseph Charron, c.pp.s., from his homily during the Ordination Mass of Fr. Peter Tam Hoang, c.pp.s.

Pictures by Duc Tran, Margaret Haik, and Ruth Mather
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PBMR: the New Creation

We have all heard the phrase, “It takes a village….” 
It is usually in reference to community support for 
young people who do not have the structure or over-
sight that is needed. The axiom has persisted because 
we know that the breakdown of family has been and 
continues to be a contributing factor to many of our 
societal problems, in particular among our youth.

Even after all these years of working and living 
in communities plagued by extreme poverty, I am 
amazed at the ability of our young people to maintain 
some sense of daily life. There is, truly, a great deal of 
strain and struggle in the lives of so many youth.

Larry is a kid who participates in almost any 
program he’s invited to take part in. Even as others 
might balk at an education program or a “commu-
nity cleanup day,” Larry is always willing to join in. 
He is so cooperative and easy-going, that we often 
overlook the depth of his loneliness. Our attention 
seems to focus on those who obviously cry out for 
support and intervention. 

A staff member recently called and asked if I could 
help Larry with some food. It was a Saturday and she 
wasn’t in the office that day. Of course, I agreed. 

Within a few minutes of the call, Larry was at the 
Center. One of the young men, Shawn, who is training 

to be a chef, was in the kitchen preparing a meal for 
our Mass and event the following day. I asked Shawn 
if he would help me get some food out of the pantry 
for Larry. We packed up a bag of soups, pasta, cans 
of ravioli, and other items that would be easy to heat 
up and cook. As we were leaving, you could tell Larry 
wanted to take some cereal as well, but not much good 
with no milk. I told him I would take him home, and 
on the way we would pick up some milk. 

On the way to Larry’s house, Shawn, Larry and I 
stopped at Food for Less to pick up some milk and a 
few other things—peanut butter and jelly, etc. During 
our “shopping spree” I asked Larry about his upcom-
ing graduation from 8th grade. He almost immediately 
asked Shawn and I if we would like to have a ticket to 
the ceremony. Apparently, no one in his family was go-
ing. Shawn immediately said, “Sure, Bro!” I was not as 
quick, but said if I could, I would.

Shawn thought about his own graduation and then 
asked, “What about those shoes?” He said it in the way 
a big brother would watch over his younger sibling—
with care and concern. It was obvious that Larry didn’t 
have shoes or any of the clothes necessary for a gradu-
ation ceremony. So, sure enough, from Food for Less 

Being the Village It Takes
by Fr. Dave Kelly, c.pp.s., pbmr Director

Rayshawn (nearest/left) and Shawn preparing a meal for the youth at Precious Blood Center. Photo by Sr. Donna Liette, c.pp.s.
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may not necessarily be parish work, but rather 
work that enables us to actualize our Precious 
Blood charisms. Our community life is enhanced 
by living the bond of charity. This means listen-
ing to one another, respecting each person’s gifts, 
and the healing of wounds and brokenness. The 
bond of charity energizes the community for 
mission and supports the work of hospitality and 
reconciliation.  Where there is charity, there is a 
deep hunger for connection, belonging and com-
munion. Being faithful to our bond of charity is a 
challenge, but it gives us the best opportunity for 
living in community.

C. The elements of community life include shared 
prayer, meals, socializing, and to some extent 
shared apostolate, along with mutual support, the 
bond of charity, and a commitment to live the 
values of community. For us to be like “the open 
heart of Christ” means creating sacred space for 
inclusivity, deeper dialogue, open communion, 
and hospitality. We welcome cultural diversity 
and being counter cultural as the challenges of 
reconciliation. This heart of Christ implies hu-
mility, simplicity, trust, and selflessness. 

D. We hear the cry of Christ’s blood as a healing 
balm for our world today. The values of com-
munity life include simplicity, humility, growth 
and promotion of our Precious Blood spiritual-
ity of reconciliation and ministry of the Word, 
first and foremost among ourselves so that we 
can implement these qualities in our various 
apostolates. We strive to value an offering of the 
individual for the good of the community. The 
mission houses of the Kansas City Province prac-
tice reconciliation in circles of understanding, 

in healing rituals such as our Renewal Center’s 
labyrinth, creating safe space, allying with other 
groups engaged in reconciliation work, spon-
soring refugees and immigrants, and working 
with the LGBT community. The province under-
stands a need to invest more in quality training 
and education for our reconciliation ministry. 
Building a reconciling community begins with 
prayer, listening, respecting, and welcoming. We 
are committed to attending to human suffering 
by our reconciliation ministry. This requires an 
unconditional love and non-judgment. 

E. We need to renew our community life to at-
tract and welcome new members, Companions, 
and Volunteers by re-imagining Precious Blood 
community life in the United States. We desire 
to explore the possibility of intentional, tempo-
rary membership. We look forward to exploring 
different ways to reach out to people of different 
generations and different cultures that might be 
interested in our Precious Blood spirituality and 
charism in our world today. Campus ministries 
and enhancing our diversity are important areas 
for us to develop. W

Community Life, continued from page 9

we were off to the local shoe store to get some shoes 
and a few other necessities. 

While shopping is certainly not my thing, I was both 
grateful and proud of Shawn. I was grateful that Shawn 
took Larry on as a “brother” and became the “village” 
that he so needed. I was proud, too, that with all his 
own stress, Shawn took great care to ensure that Larry 
had the support and care he needed.  

We might not be able to move mountains or change 
systems, but this was a day to rejoice. It was an honor 
and privilege to be a part of the “village it takes.” W

Willie Clark and Timothy Armbruster, c.pp.s., 2017 Provincial Assembly
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 pbrewalcenter.org 

 

2130 St. Gaspar Way 
Liberty, MO 64068 

A Transformed Life 
A Weekend Retreat Facilitated by Kathy Keary 

 
July 14, 6:00 PM—July 16, 2:30 PM 

 
 

The weekend will be centered on the DVD series, A Transformed Life, featuring, Sr. Maria 
Tasto, OSB. This engaging series is inspired by the works of Fr. Thomas Keating, OCSO and 
explores the path we are all called to take as we become who God created us to be.  
 

The weekend will be filled with opportunities for silent reflection, faith sharing, walking our 
labyrinth, and enjoying our beautiful grounds. Fr. Garry Richmeier, C.PP.S. and Kathy Keary 
will be available for individual spiritual direction. Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Garry.  

 

Suggested Offering Includes Meals 

$195.00 for single occupancy 
$165.00 for double occupancy 

$125.00 for commuters 
 

Register by July 12 at info@pbrenwalcenter.org or 816.479.0698 
Space Limited 

 
Kathy Keary, a Companion of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, holds a  
Master’s Degree in Theological Studies with continuing education in spirituality. 
She has been active in adult faith and social justice formation for years. Serving as 
a spiritual director and retreat leader, she has a long history of outreach to the 
marginalized in particular those challenged by poverty, homelessness, mental  
illness, and imprisonment.  

pbrenewalcenter.org
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Province Updates

The Leadership Team of the Kansas City Province of 
the Missionaries of the Most Precious Blood is pleased 
to announce the following appointments:

Father Alan Hartway, c.pp.s., Kansas City Province 
representative, Community Life Symposium, Rome, 
Italy, July 23-28, 2017.

Father Peter Tam Hoang, c.pp.s., vocation director & 
member of Leadership Team for the Vietnam Mission, 
effective July 1, 2017. Father Hoang was ordained to 
the priesthood on June 8, 2017. He has been serving as 
director of vocations for the mission since 2015. Father 
Tam will live at the House of Discernment in Ho Chi 
Minh City.

Father David Matz, c.pp.s., Pastor, St. Agnes Parish, 
Los Angeles, California, effective July 1, 2017. Father 
Matz has been administrator of Saint Agnes Parish 
since January 6, 2015.

Father Joseph Miller, c.pp.s., Pastor, St. Francis Xavier 
Parish, Saint Joseph, Missouri, effective July 1, 2017. 

Father Joseph Uecker, c.pp.s., Chair, Human 
Development Fund (hdf), effective July 1, 2017. Father 
Uecker has served as chair of the hdf for the past five 
years. This appointment is for another five-year term.

Father Ron Will, c.pp.s., Sabbatical, effective July 
1, 2017, with residence at Precious Blood Center, 
Liberty, Missouri. Father Will joins the ministry 

team at Precious Blood Renewal Center, effective 
January 1, 2018. 

Father John Wolf, c.pp.s., Kansas City Province 
representative, Community Life Symposium in Rome, 
July 23-28, 2017.

Father Mark Yates, c.pp.s., pastor of St. Patrick 
Church, Georgetown, Iowa, St. Peter Church, Lovilia, 
Iowa, and St. Patrick Church, Melrose, Iowa, effective 
July 1, 2017. For the past year, Father Yates has served 
as administrator of these three parishes in the Diocese 
of Davenport.

The Leadership Team has made several appoint-
ments to the lgbt Committee in recent months. Neil 
Mansuy is the new chair of the lgbt Committee, 
effective April 1, 2017. Neil replaces Sister Diana 
Rawlings, a.s.c., as chair of the committee. Sister Diana 
will continue to serve as a member of the committee. 
Companion Connie Swymeler replaces Companion 
Cathy Pankiewicz, effective May 1, 2017. We are grate-
ful to Cathy for her many years of service. Father 
Garry Richmeier, c.pp.s., has also been appointed to 
the lgbt Committee, effective June 1, 2017.

We are grateful to these missionaries for accepting 
the call to be sent by the Blood of Christ in the spirit of 
St. Gaspar to be a reconciling and renewing presence 
in the Church and our world. W

Sent by the Blood

Alan Hartway, 
c.pp.s.

John Wolf, c.pp.s. Mark Yates, 
c.pp.s.

Garry Richmeier, 
c.pp.s.

Connie Swymeler

Tam Hoang, 
c.pp.s.

David Matz, 
c.pp.s.

Joseph Miller, 
c.pp.s.

Joe Uecker, c.pp.s.

Ron Will, c.pp.s.
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Wine Tasting

One of the many blessings of work-
ing with the Kansas City Province 
of the Missionaries of the Precious 
Blood is that I get to go fishing often 
at the lake at Precious Blood Center. 
I like to think I am following in 
St. Peter’s footsteps when he says, 
“I am going fishing” (John 21:3). 
There are many mornings during the 
spring, summer and fall when I wake 
up, put on an old pair of jeans, a ratty 
t-shirt and my boots, then head to 
work to fish before I sequester myself 
in my office at 8:00 a.m. If the fishing 
is good I might report in at 8:15!

The lake is full of largemouth bass 
and bluegill. I enjoy the quiet and 
solitude I have when fishing and I 
have the blessing of seeing the wild-
life that enjoy the dwindling area of 
green space in this part of Liberty. I do catch a good 
number of fish if I am fishing in the spots where the 
fish actually are. I end up walking a bit also, since there 
are some mornings when one part of the lake is not 
yielding any bites and I move on and throw my line 
into the water in a different part of the lake. Sr. Mary 
Waskowiak, r.s.m. invited us at the 2017 Assembly 
to do just this in living out our call as a community. 
Citing John 21, she challenged us to “cast our nets out 
of the other side and try something different.” 

As I ponder over this challenge I couldn’t help but 
wonder if the charism and call handed down from 
St. Gaspar, St. Maria de Mattias, and the rest of our an-
cestors in the Precious Blood community still applies 
to today. Additionally, do we have the strength to pull 
the “catch” in? In pondering this suggestion several 
questions arose: Are our nets needed in our world? 
Are our nets actually worth casting out? Do we need to 
mend our nets before we send them to the other side? 

There is a lot of brokenness in our homes, commu-
nities, countries, and world. There are people fleeing 
from poverty, war, and violence who are yearning to 
breathe free in our land. We have many young people 
who are alienated from their church communities 
because of their experiences of feeling unwelcome. In 

spite of much progress, our lgbt brothers and sisters 
continue to be treated as second-class human beings in 
our churches. 

St. Gaspar founded the Missionaries of the Precious 
Blood amid great turmoil and brokenness in southern 
Italy and in the Catholic Church following Napoleon’s 
devastating conquest of much of Europe. His was a 
founding that called us to share the Word of God, eat 
together, pray together, and study together. He stood 
in the ruins of a world turned upside down calling for 
renewal and reconciliation. 

Our world needs this vision, but we need to do it in 
a way that connects with others, is invitational, and 
allows the younger generations to become the ances-
tors for future generations—as described by Maureen 
Lahiff during her reflection at the Assembly. This 
means we have to give space for the Holy Spirit to 
guide us on where in the water we put out our nets. 
We have to do things differently! As Sr. Mary said, “we 
are all being asked to change.”

We have many nets out in the water, including our 
parishes, lgbt ministry, Justice & Peace, volunteers, 
Companions, and more. As individuals and as a com-
munity we need to see how we can cast these nets into 
other waters. W

Going Fishing
by Tim Deveney, Precious Blood Volunteers Director

Richard Bayuk, c.pp.s., Al Ebach, c.pp.s., Sean Fitzgerald (former Precious Blood Volunteer, 
and recepient of a 2017 Precious Blood Scholarship, and Precious Blood Volunteers Director 
Tim Deveney during the 2017 Provincial Assembly



Missionaries of the Precious Blood
Cincinnati Province 
cpps-preciousblood.org
vocation@cpps-preciousblood.org           

Kansas City Province
preciousbloodkc.org
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Let us serve God
with holy joy.

- St. Gaspar del Bufalo

vocations@preciousbloodkc.org
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Change Service Requested

“As we learn to trust the gift of the 
Spirit in ourselves, we learn also 
to trust the gifts of the Spirit in 
those we serve.”

Bishop Joseph Charron, c.pp.s. 
Bishop Emeritus of the 
Diocese of Des Moines, Iowa

How does God call 
you to a Precious 
Blood life?


