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May, 2000. It was just another mass email to the people of the University of 
California Berkeley Statistics Department. When I opened it, my immediate 
reaction was “God’s got my name on this!” That summer, I began teaching as 
a volunteer for the College Program at San Quentin Prison. I’ve taught prepa-
ratory math classes, elementary and intermediate algebra, pre-calculus, and 
introductory statistics.

Patten College, a small Christian college in Oakland, used to run an ex-
tension site at San Quentin. The 1994 Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act took away Pell Grant Funding for incarcerated people, 
effectively ending most of these programs. There were approximately 350 at 
the time. (Thank you, Senator Helms, for saying this was a loophole that had 
to be closed, that federal funds to assist people pursuing higher education 
were not intended for them.) When the Patten Program folded, a few intrepid 

by Maureen Lahiff, Alameda, California Companion

Gaspar at San Quentin
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volunteers started teaching college classes, with Patten 
continuing to serve as the accrediting body. Today, the 
Prison University Project is an independent non-profit 
that coordinates 20 courses a semester for about 400 
students a year.

The men I teach at San Quentin are the most highly 
motivated and the most appreciative students I have ever 
had the pleasure to work with. These men get up early in 
the morning, work in the prison at jobs that pay about 
$25 a month, and then come to class in the late afternoon 
and evenings. On the whole, they are unfailingly polite. 
They clearly have the ability to succeed in college.

True, the students in the College Program are a self-
selected group. Some of them have petitioned for 
transfer to San Quentin specifically to participate in the 
College Program. To be eligible for any evening pro-
grams, they need to have figured out how to live within 
the prison system.

Many of the men I teach were convicted as adults when 
they were in their late teens. Ten or twenty years later, 
they’ve grown up; they’re not the same people they were 
when they got into the troubles that resulted in their im-
prisonment. Many of them fell through the gaping cracks 
in our educational system. All too many of them spent 
time in foster care. 

How do they do in class? Pretty much the same as 
other college students. I use the same textbook to teach 
introductory statistics that I use at UC Berkeley. The 
students get stuck at exactly the same places. They do 

sometimes get frustrated and walk away, but they almost 
always come back.

Coming into the prison is the first part of the adven-
ture. There are so many colors we can’t wear. Our cloth-
ing—especially the women’s—gets evaluated by standards 
that 1950s caricatures of Catholic sisters would find strict. 
(It helps that I’m not in my 20s any more.) All the papers 
we are carrying get examined. The rules keep changing. It 
helps to be coming through the three sign-in points with 
other volunteers.

Covering the material is the art of the possible. We 
lose classes to lockdowns. Even worse, sometimes half 
the class is locked down and the others can attend. If the 
4:00 p.m. count clears late, we start late. We end early 
if there’s a “recall” or if an emergency repair is needed. 
Sometimes we lose a student who paroles—a good 
thing—or to administrative segregation. 

The students struggle to get their work done. The 
College Program runs study hall Monday through 
Sunday evening, because it’s difficult for the students to 
work in their cells or dorms. They live in the most austere 
conditions any monk could imagine. I’ve been on a tour 
and seen the cellblocks. The buildings are very old (San 
Quentin Prison goes back to 1852). The corridors are 
around the outsides of the block and the cells are in the 
middle, which means that the ventilation is terrible and 
the only time the men can see the sun is when the yard 
is open and they can get outside for a while. They live in 
very close quarters, either in two-person cells or in huge 
dorms of triple-stacked bunks. There’s really no place 
in their “housing” for them to do their homework and 
writing assignments except scrunched up on their bunks. 
The volume of individual possessions they are allowed to 
have—books, radios, mementos of family—is limited to 
something like three cubic feet. That the students we see 
have learned with equanimity and humor to live in such 
circumstances is truly amazing. I did grow up sharing a 
rather tiny bedroom and closet with a sister, but I don’t 
know that I could manage this. I consider it “cruel and 
unusual” punishment.

I am not in a chapel program, or an explicitly spiritual 
context. My context, in contrast to those who work in 
“prison ministry,” is one in which I am not supposed to 
discuss my values; I just have to live them. The prison 
wants us to avoid personal conversations with our stu-
dents. We want to make the best use of the precious time 
we have to present material and work with the students 
one-on-one. I hope that how I treat each one of them is 
an unspoken affirmation.

Additional Information 
About Education in 
the California Prison System

Newspaper produced by the permanent 
residents of San Quentin: 
http://www.sanquentinnews.org/

The College Program students and 
graduates speak for themselves: 
http://www.prisonuniversityproject.org/

The California Re-entry Program: 
http://ca-reentry.org/
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There is community. There are small groups that clearly care about each 
other as persons. The College Program is one of these, and is justly celebrated 
for community that crosses racial boundaries. We don’t see it so much in math 
classes, but the instructors in the literature and social science classes create 
safe places for the students to share ideas and listen to each other’s perspec-
tives. I am reminded to be grateful for the elementary school and high school 
education I received. I attended overcrowded parish elementary school with 
zero attention to the individual child’s needs, but it was a mostly safe place. 
Learn we did, partly because we had a peer group who had homes in which 
there was nothing to do in the evening except homework, and parents who 
took an interest in our schoolwork and learning.

Graduation is both heartbreaking and life-affirming. The student com-
mencement speakers are truly awesome. One that has stayed with me was the 
student who looked us in the eye and said, “Most of us are going to get out, 
and we need jobs. We need your help to make that happen.”

Most of my fellow College Program volunteers describe their reasons for 
teaching at San Quentin in the language of human rights; they tend to be 
the sort of people who view organized religion with suspicion. The Catholic 
Church, as an institution, is viewed as oppressive to the human spirit, especial-
ly in its treatment of women. Let’s face it, folks, even with the breath of fresh 
air that is Pope Francis, Roman Catholic is not perceived as a high-quality, 
reliable brand. I’ve come to view being open about my religious motivations 
as witness.

I imagine Gaspar with me every time I enter San Quentin, every time I am 
frustrated with the bureaucracy of the prison or when something bad hap-
pens to one of my students, every time I strategize with my co-teachers about 
how to make the material accessible to the students. For the students, college 
classes are opportunities for much more than learning math. Having been at 
this for a long time allows me to see changes, and to be grateful for the small 
part I’ve played in them.

Maureen Lahiff belongs to the Alameda, California Companions. She is 
a Lecturer in the Division of Biostatistics at the University of California 
School of Public Health in Berkeley, where she studied at the Franciscan 
School of Theology.
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Reflection 

After serving as editor of The New Wine Press for the 
past  years, I am pleased to be replaced by Fr. Keith 
Branson, who is now Publications Editor for the province 
(see his introduction which follows). When I began back 
in March 200, I wrote the following: “The diminish-
ment in our community, our bodies, and sometimes our 
enthusiasm, lives side by side with the certainty of hope. 
Attuned to the Spirit, we can keep becoming someone 
and something new, taking hold of a new hand or new 
opportunity, even as we let go elsewhere.…As a province 
we are also in the process of shaping our future…. This 
time of discernment and decision places before us our 
diminishment, our enthusiasm, our hope, our letting go 
and hanging on, our opportunities, and our care for each 
other and God’s people.”

Our journey as a community and as individuals contin-
ues. We are all immigrants—together and alone—mov-
ing into unfamiliar terrain when making decisions and 
choices. Whether we go through the door or not, there 
will be a risk, a cost. To enter somewhere new always 
means leaving some other place—from one country to 
another, one home to another, one assignment to an-
other, one attitude to another, one vision to another. It 

doesn’t mean forgetting the place we left, and I suppose 
we can always choose to return, to go back through the 
door. It will not, however, be the same place we left.

The door will never tell us—as individuals or as a com-
munity—the right thing to do, or whether or not to walk 
through it, or make any promises that everything will be 
fine. It’s just a door. And we do get to choose.

The above poem came to mind as I listened to a funeral 
homily recently, in which the preacher spoke of the 
choices we make throughout our lives, and how much 
they matter and can make a difference. As he concluded, 
I found myself then recalling the ending of “The Summer 
Day” by Mary Oliver:

I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, 
how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life?

by Fr. Richard Bayuk, C.PP.S., Vice-Provincial Director

The Open Door

Either you will 
go through this door 
or you will not go through.

If you go through 
there is always the risk 
of remembering your name.

Things look at you doubly 
and you must look back 
and let them happen.

If you do not go through 
it is possible 
to live worthily

to maintain your attitudes 
to hold your position 
to die bravely

but much will blind you, 
much will evade you, 
at what cost who knows?

The door itself 
makes no promises. 
It is only a door.

Prospective Immigrants 
Please Note 
Adrienne Rich
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One of the great 
themes of Pope 
Francis’ tenure 
so far is a call to 
dialogue. In places 
where there is 
war, he calls the 
combatants to 
turn to dialogue 
rather than vio-
lence; where there 
is division and 
disagreement, the 
call is the same. 

He reaches out to atheists and religious leaders in friend-
ship and calls for dialogue.

This is not something new to us as Precious Blood 
people. Gaspar didn’t name it as such, but he was always 
willing to dialogue with both his friends and his ad-
versaries. Dialogue is essential to how we do ministry, 
borne of unconditional respect for all and a willingness 
to listen to different voices, both inside and outside the 
Church. Without dialogue, charity and collaboration are 
not possible. Without dialogue, we don’t have a Universal 
Church, much less a community.

Since being asked last month by province leadership 
to consider becoming the editor of community publica-
tions, and as I’ve reflected on this new ministry (for me), 
it seems to be a stewardship of dialogue more than any-
thing else. As part of my preparation, I have read all the 
back issues of The New Wine Press and The Wine Cellar 
as well as other community publications (I didn’t have a 
lot of commitments over the holidays!). There has been 
both grace and tension reflected by those pages at times, 
but always a willingness to hear different voices, enter-
tain different viewpoints, enter into dialogue. Above all, 
I hope our publications remain places of dialogue, and I 
will do everything I can to keep them that way.

I don’t know how well having a musician edit print 
publications will work: the only musician I’ve read about 
who did it well was Robert Schumann (who co-founded 
a magazine that’s still in business today), and he went 
crazy. However, it is not my talents that will keep our 
publications going strong, it is rather our community’s 

willingness to enter into dialogue with each other, the 
Church, and society as a whole that will keep The New 
Wine Press, The Wine Cellar, and our other publications 
relevant and alive. It is our ability to share our dreams, 
pool our insights, listen to the voices around us, and 
catch the song of the Kingdom of God which will ap-
pear on our pages, whether they be in traditional paper 
and ink or on the internet. Our publications help us stay 
in dialogue with each other as well as empowering our 
evangelization and proclamation of the power of the 
Blood of Christ.

The great TV journalist Hugh Downs used to end 
20/20 with the phrase: “We’re in touch, so you’ll be in 
touch.” I will be in touch with you soon, and I look for-
ward to hearing your stories as well as helping continue 
the dialogue.

Fr. Keith Branson, C.PP.S. is Publications Editor for the 
Kansas City Province. He also continues as the Director 
of the Gaspar Virtual Spirituality Center and chaplain at 
Avila University in Kansas City, Missouri.

by Fr. Keith Branson, C.PP.S., Publications Editor

Places of Dialogue

Continuing in February: 

Joy of the Gospel
A series of discussions 

about Evangelii Gaudium.

Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.
February 5
February 12
February 19

at Precious Blood Center
2130 Saint Gaspar Way

Liberty, MO

For more information, 
contatct Fr. Keith Branson, C.PP.S. 

at padrekb_cpps@yahoo.com.
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Precious Blood Center

Fr. Dick Bayuk
Vice-provinical Director
Provincial Treasurer

Fr. Dave Matz (Berkeley, 
CA) Interim Director of 
Companions 
Contact him for:
• anything Companions 

related
• anything LGBT ministry 

related

Jan Agee
Director of Finance
Contact her if:
• you would like to make 

a donation or set up 
automatic donations to 
Society of the Precious 
Blood

• if you are a member and 
have questions about 
your health insurance 
and/or bills

Fr. Mike Goode
Support Staff for 
the Finance Office

Fr. Joe Nassal
Provincial Director

by Margaret Haik, Director of Communications
We’ve Grown!

Over the last two years, the staff at Precious Blood Center has grown and changed substantially. With the upcoming 
change in publication editors, we thought it would be a good time to reintroduce the staff and how they can help you 
when you call or visit Precious Blood Center here in Liberty.

Elizabeth Heule
Director of Precious 
Blood Center
Contact her regarding:
• activities at Precious 

Blood Center
• scheduling at Precious 

Blood Center
• questions about campus 

facilities
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Br. Daryl Charron
Director of  
Hospitality/Director of 
Peace & Justice
Contact him to:
• become involved in 

social justice actions
• make any reservations 

to use Precious Blood 
Center 

• arrange transportation 
to and from Precious 
Blood Center

• arrange for a speaker 
for your group about 
social justice issues

• schedule a circle facili-
tator or mediator 

• reserve a car while 
staying at Precious 
Blood Center

Timothy Deveney
Director of Precious Blood 
Volunteers
Contact him if you:
• know a potential 

volunteer
• want to become a 

volunteer
• want your program to 

affiliate with Precious 
Blood Voluneers

Fr. Timothy Armbruster 
(Liberty, MO) & 
Fr. Matt Link 
(Berkeley, CA)
Region Vocation 
Directors
Contact them if you or 
someone you know is:
• called to preach the 

Word and bring about 
change in the church 
and in the world.

• searching for direction 
in life/purpose hearing 
God’s call and discern-
ing how to respond to 
it/recognizing one’s 
uniqueness and gifted-
ness and how to share 
those gifts with others

• desiring to become a 
priest or brother and 
live in community to 
minister with the 
support of others

Margaret Haik
Director of 
Communications
Contact her about:
• ideas for print or 

web publication
• contact info changes
• questions regarding 

email, website,  
publications, or other 
communications from 
the province  

Fr. Keith Branson
Publications Editor
Contact him about:
• article ideas for print 

or web
• information about activ-

ities within the province 
for publication

• the Gaspar Virtual 
Spirituality Center

Lucia Ferrara
Precious Blood Center 
Cook
When visiting Precious 
Blood Center, contact her 
to let her know:
• that you’ll join us for 

lunch
• if you have a special 

dietary need

Not Pictured:
Nathan Hess & Sr. Diana 
Rawlings, ASC 
Interim Co-Directors of 
LGBT Ministry
Jose & Gabi Fierro 
Environmental Services
Juan Martinez 
Maintenance & Grounds
Ginny Miller (volunteer) 
Support Staff



The New Wine Press   •   Page 8   •  February 2014

PBMR: the New Creation

To the south—very far south—Sr. Donna and I ex-
perienced the power of hospitality. We traveled to 
Chile, to do a training with brothers and sisters of the 
Missionaries/Sisters of the Precious Blood. Along with 
Santiago, we had representatives from Peru, Columbia, 
and the southern most tip of Chile: Purranque and 
Valdivia. We were invited to share the process of the 
Peacemaking Circle (Círculos de Reconcilación) and how 
it can be a tool in the ministry of reconciliation. We gath-
ered in Santiago for a three-day circle training and then 
led men and women of the parish of Preciosa Sangre in 
Cerro Navia (outskirt of Santiago) and el Colegio San 
Gaspar in Santiago in an experience of circles. We then 
traveled to the southern-most parts of Chile where we 
again led parishioners of San Sebastián in Purranque 

and Preciosa Sangre in Valdivia in an experience of the 
circle process.

Sr. Donna and I came to Chile to carry with us what 
we have learned here at PBMR, but we returned home 
feeling connected in a new and more profound way with 
the communities in Chile. Each gathering was a powerful 
testament to how people of various cultures and experi-
ences can come together and build a bond of respect and 
love. There were tears as we shared painful memories, 
and there was laughter and shouts of joy as we celebrated 
new relationships.

As often happens when you open yourself to others, we 
found common ground in the shared spirituality of the 
Precious Blood. These were men and women, young and 
old, who had a commitment to living out the spirituality 

Strangers No Longer
by David Kelly, C.PP.S., Director of Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation

The delegation during its travels in southern Chile.



The New Wine Press   •   Page 9   •  February 2014

of the Precious Blood in their daily lives. Perhaps, that in 
itself was not all that surprising. But what was both mov-
ing and challenging was the way in which they literally 
opened their lives to us, ensuring that Donna and I felt 
like we were part of the family—a hospitality that dimin-
ished any sense of being a stranger. They lived out Paul’s 
message to the Ephesians: “So then...you are not foreign-
ers or strangers any longer; you are now fellow citizens 
with God’s people and members of the family of God” 
(Eph 2:19).

As we experienced our brothers and sisters in Chile, 
we witnessed their willingness to sacrifice their time and 
energy in order to make us feel at home—as though our 
presence brought them a stronger connectedness with 
the family of the Precious Blood. When we were not in 
Circle, they spent much time with us as we visited many 
communities and took in the beauty of the country. 

There are two core values that I believe underlie the 
work of reconciliation: hospitality and accompaniment. 
Hospitality is the work of ensuring that each person feels 

that not only are they welcome, but that their very pres-
ence brings life and meaning to who we are. Hospitality 
is anything but a “soft” undertaking. Hospitality is sacri-
fice, giving of oneself in order that my brother and sisters 
are “home.” The second core value, accompaniment, is 
the lasting commitment to one another that is needed to 
bring about reconciliation. It is the act of walking with 
another in joy and in sorrow. It is the hard work of stay-
ing present even when times are tough. I think of Jesus 
accompanying the disciples on the road to Emmaus from 
death and desperation to resurrection and joy.

In speaking of hospitality, I cannot help but think of 
Pope Francis; his picture is commonplace throughout 
Chile: in churches, marketplaces, and street corners. He 
seems to embody the spirit of hospitality—making room 
for all within the body of Christ. We have all seen the 
images and stories of him as he reaches out to those who 
are on the fringes, those who have been excluded by the 
world. His message is that there is room here; he sees the 
Church as being richer when we embrace those outside 
the gates. His embrace of those on the outskirts of society 
seems to bring him great joy. His face is radiant as he 
kisses the man who suffers from leprosy, washes the feet 
of the youth who is incarcerated, or embraces the elderly 
man suffering from mental illness. Pope Francis recog-
nizes that only in the freedom and joy of our brothers 
and sisters are we truly free and filled with joy.

Our experience in Chile was a gift of hospitality and 
relationship; an experience in which men and women, 
young and old, found common ground and became all 
the more rich because of it. Sr. Donna and I returned 
to Chicago with a renewed sense of the very values that 
underlie the work that we are privileged to do: hospitality 
and a commitment to one another as brothers and sisters, 
regardless of class, position, or disposition.

Reconciliation Circles at Colegio de San Gaspar.

Sr. Donna Liette, Sr. Maria Luisa Miller, and Fr. Antonio 
Baus in front of the school Colegio de San Gaspar in 
Santiago, Chile.
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Precious Blood Companions

On Saturday, January 11, 2014, the Lake Mary and 
Orlando, Florida Companions gathered for our Day of 
Reflection. We were joined by Fr. David Matz, interim 
director of Companions, and Fr. Jerry Stack. Father 
Jerry lead us into a reflection on “From Confraternity 
to Companions: Saint Gaspar’s Charism and Lay 
Spirituality,” the theme of the 2013 Companion Retreat. 
Our environment helped us to be open to sharing on this 
day. The busyness of the holidays was over (even though 
some of us still had decorations to put away!). The weath-
er was sunny and in the 80s, a great respite from the cold 
winter weather, especially for our northern visitors. And 
we felt the bonds of friendship between the Companions 
and the C.PP.S. community, personified by Frs. David 
and Jerry. Our gathering place, a pavilion at a local park, 
reinforced our feeling that “Surely, the Presence of the 
Lord is in this Place.”

We opened with Morning Prayer. The reading from 
the Acts of the Apostles brought to mind the spirit of 

optimism many of us feel by the words and deeds of 
Pope Francis: “When Peter entered, Cornelius met 
him and, falling at his feet, paid him homage. Peter, 
however, raised him up saying ‘Get up. I myself am also 
a human being.’” 

Fr. Jerry began by pointing out that St. Gaspar sought 
out the laity to help him on his mission. He empowered 
them, for he wished for “a thousand tongues to move 
hearts to the blood of Christ.” St. Gaspar’s charism and 
spirituality were and are reflected in Precious Blood 
spirituality. Spirituality and charism are linked, but not 
the same. Charism is a gift or gifts given to us to be used 
for Jesus. Gaspar’s spirituality and charism had many 
sources: his holy and devout parents; his showmanship 
(from his father); other priests, especially Fr. Francesco 
Albertini; and St. Francis DeSales.

Gaspar’s focus was on preaching missions from town to 
town. The end of the mission in a particular town did not 

Reflection in Florida
by Frank Niemas, Orlando, Florida Precious Blood Companion 
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mean the end of the work of moving people to the blood 
of Jesus. He urged the establishment of lay groups (sodal-
ities) to continue the work of the missionaries. Gaspar’s 
work was necessary in his time because of the turmoil 
and uncertainty of his day and the need for renewal. As 
we reflect on our own times, we too face turmoil, uncer-
tainty, change, and the need for healing of wounds.

We spent some time discussing questions from the 
retreat and shared our thoughts and feelings. A number 
of Companions had reactions to the day’s discussion:

I thank Father Stack for sharing “the beginnings” of 
this very special Precious Blood spirituality with our 
Companions gathering. It was and is very inspira-
tional and educational to know the history of the 
founding of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood by 
St. Gaspar. (Jim Densmore)

To spend some time with St. Gaspar is of great 
value, sort of like reading Scripture, you see some-
thing new each time. (Joyce DeCristoforo)

What I loved was the reflection, that was part of 
morning prayer, the ever enlarging circles of concern, 
moving out to the universe, those who have died and 
those we have issues with, God’s covenant of love. 
Really beautiful, so inclusive and very “Gaspar.” 
(Joyce DeCristoforo)

After spending the day with Fr. Dave, Fr. Jerry and 
all the Companions, I realized that I have missed 
being more of a part of this special group. I hope to 
(after April) get more involved in the monthly gather-
ings, which inspire me and keep me “grounded” and 
help me to step “out of the box” I often put myself in. 
(Sue Densmore)

My observation that I gained from the Day of 
Reflection was the refreshing joy, love, enthusiasm, 
and future outlook that Fr. David Matz brought to 
our day with Orlando and Lake Mary Companions. 
(Don Abate)

Father Jerry’s presentation helped me realize St. 
Gaspar was an ordinary human being who did ex-
traordinary things. (Bill Sullivan)

The fact that the diocesan priests joined Gaspar 
(who also was a diocesan priest) in promot-
ing Precious Blood spirituality, and that the 
Archconfraternity of Precious Blood Priests wasn’t 
instituted until 1902 was interesting and new to me. 
(Ann Sullivan)

Cristo Rey-Kansas City 
High School

Cristo Rey is a network of 26 Catholic high 
schools, started by the Jesuits, that serve youth 
from families who do not have access to high 
quality, college preparatory high schools. 
Students work one day a week at a business or 
non-profit agency where they gain professional 
experience and mentoring. In turn, these orga-
nizations pay for part of the students’ tuition. 
Cristo Rey Kansas City is sponsored by the 
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth. 

Volunteer Vanessa Steger’s work as a vol-
unteer continues the Kansas City Province’s 
history of support for this valuable ministry. 
The Kansas City Province has provided grants 
for Cristo Rey in the past and Fr. Matt Link, 
C.PP.S. served as a campus minister. 

programming), and is working on improving Cristo 
Rey’s Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) program. 

An area of focus that we are working on improving 
is the pieces for theological reflection for the volun-
teers. The volunteers have had a monthly reflection that 
incorporates Scripture readings, readings from Precious 
Blood resources, and reflection questions. They will also 
have the first ever mid-year retreat at the beginning of 
February. 

This time of year also kicks off the third phase of the 
recruiting calendar. The first two phases involve visiting 
different Catholic college campuses and following up 
with those students that we met. Last year’s visits were to 
St. Louis University, Lewis, Creighton, Xavier, DePaul, 
Notre Dame, Catholic University, and Dayton. The 
third phase is following up for a second time with those 
students I met on the recruiting circuit, and calling and 
e-mailing individuals who showed interest in volunteer-
ing on the Catholic Volunteer Network website. 

I am grateful for the continued support of the Precious 
Blood community. I am hoping that 2014 will build upon 
the successes of 2013 with the continued growth of our 
three current volunteers and a good number of quality 
volunteers for the next term.

Volunteers, continued from page 12



The New Wine Press   •   Page 12   •  February 2014

The New Wine Press
Precious Blood Center 

P.O. Box 339 
Liberty MO 64069‒0339

Change Service Requested

Growing Hope
by Tim Deveney, Director of Precious Blood Volunteers

2013 was a good year for the Precious Blood Volunteer 
program, and the hope is that 2014 will continue to build 
upon the good that happened. We have had the blessing 
of five volunteers serving during 2013 and an addition 
of a new volunteer at the beginning of 2014. The hope is 
that there will be several more starting this summer. 

During 2013 Michael D’Netto, Leah Yeo, and Kara 
McNamara completed their terms of service as Precious 
Blood Volunteers. Michael was a well-respected member 
of the team at Truman Medical Center (TMC) in Kansas 
City. The staff at TMC raved about the work he did with 
patients and how he was able to get to know many of the 
patients he worked with. 

Leah Yeo completed her month of service in 
Crownpoint, New Mexico where she had served at 
St. Paul’s Church and was part of the organization 
and execution of a bone marrow donor registration 
drive. Also completing her term of service was Kara 
McNamara. Kara was a loving presence in Crownpoint, 
where, among many other duties, she substitute taught 
and helped launch a supplemental nutrition program at 
St. Bonaventure School in Thoreau, New Mexico.

Nora O’Connell and Nate Balmert continue to do well 
in their placements. Nora is working with the food pan-
try, community kitchen, and medicine dispensary at 
St. James Place in Kansas City. She also took on the task 
of organizing St. James’ Christmas party. Nate is work-
ing at TMC and has been an important part of the team 

there. Both have 
added a great deal 
of life to Gaspar 
Mission House. 

The new year 
got off to a good 
start with Vanessa 
Steger beginning 
her term of service 
at Cristo Rey 
High School (see 
sidebar on page 11 
for more informa-
tion about Cristo 
Rey High School). 
Her term of service will be until the end of the Cristo 
Rey School Year. Vanessa is from the St. Louis area and 
graduated this fall from the University of Notre Dame 
with degrees in Mechanical Engineering and History. 
Since she is placed at Cristo Rey she is also living at 
Gaspar Mission House in Kansas City. 

At Cristo Rey, Vanessa is working as an assistant 
teacher in laboratory classes, mentoring the Robotics 
Club, providing assistance for senior online science 
courses, and substitute teaching as necessary. She is also 
tutoring students in math and science, experimenting 
with the “Raspberry Pi” (a mini computer used to teach 

Volunteer Vanessa Steger

continued on page 11
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