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Border Experience
by Fr. Deusdedit Mulokozi, c.pp.s., Associate Pastor, Sacred Heart Parish, 
Sedalia, Missouri

After two months at Sacred Heart Parish in Sedalia, Missouri, I traveled to 
San Antonio, Texas for a course on Mexican American culture called Hispanic 
Ministry in the 21st Century. It was very impressive in terms of new ideas and 
surprises about cultures we encounter and live with as one family of God. 

The course ranged from learning about culture to intercultural experiences, 
from reading a lot of information about other cultures to embracing the 
unique elements found in them and enrich one’s culture. It was a movement 
from looking at other cultures as a threat, to building bridges among cultures 
and receiving them as a blessing. 

We had a border experience from July 17-20, 2014, traveling five to six 
hours to get there. It included visiting Mexican families living in colonias, and 
visiting various community-based associations working with low-income 
families to help them create the future they wish for and become contributing 

Fr. Deusdedit Mulokozi, c.pp.s. (second row, far right), and members of the San 
Antonio learning group.
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members of society. It surprised me to visit and serve 
refugees from Central America. These refugees were 
received at Sacred Heart Church in McAllen and helped 
with their basic needs before they could join their rela-
tives in other parts of this country. We also visited the 
wall built on the border of Mexico and the U.S., between 
Brownsville and Matamoros. 

Through visiting arise and lupe, community-based 
organizations, we discovered the other America. We di-
vided ourselves into two groups and shared stories with 
families and learned a lot from their experiences of life. 
These are the people who have no jobs, their children do 
not go to school, have no electricity in their homes and 
they are not sure of getting next meal etc. Certainly, they 
are living a destitute life. For many of us who were com-
ing from other countries, it was surprising to find people 
this poor in this first world country. 

This place is unique because it acted like the hotel for 
the man rescued by the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-37). 
These people spent more than six days without any-
thing to eat or drink. They carried nothing on the road, 
walked for miles, and were in the hands of coyotes they 
had to pay to help get them into the United States. Many 
of them died on the way from hunger and thirst. But 
they hoped that it was better to die attempting to save 
their lives than staying in their home country only wait-
ing to die. This is the best bet, isn’t it? 

Listening to their stories, no one would dare call them 
immigrants rather than refugees. If someone is terrified, 
forced to leave his or her home because his life and the 
life of his family is in danger, I don’t know if they fit the 
label “immigrant,” but I understand the consequences of 
calling them either refugees or immigrants. This is not 
the proper moment to debate terms but rather respond 
to the immediate needs of these people. I remember one 
story from a family whose child was kidnaped by drug 
dealers. They demanded $50,000 or they would kill his 
son. He thought it was a joke. After three days, they cut 
one of the child’s fingers off and mailed it with a note 
that if the money is not paid in three days they would 
cut off all the boy’s fingers and mail them, and in the 
end, kill him. 

Any parent would do anything to save the life of their 
child. These people are trying to save their lives and the 
lives of their children. They know in the United States 
they can find a safe place. This experience reminds me 
what we read from the Bible that we must, “…show 
kindness and mercy to one another, do not oppress the 

widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor, and let 
none of you devise evil against another in your heart” 
(Zechariah 7:9-10). What needs to be done now is not 
fight about whether they are immigrants or refugees, 
but rather make a humanitarian response to an imme-
diate need.

According to the statement by Texas Catholic Bishops 
on the unaccompanied minors influx, so far this year 
some 47,000 unaccompanied minors have been appre-
hended, with estimates that the number could grow to 
90,000 by the end of September. We must not lose sight 
that these are young, scared, and desperate mothers and 
children. They need and deserve our protection and sup-
port. Now is not the moment for inflammatory political 
rhetoric, but of compassionate and orderly resolution to 
the conditions of people already in a difficult humanitar-
ian situation.

Pope Francis’ universal prayer intention for the month 
of August is on “refugees, forced by violence to abandon 
their homes” that they may “find a generous welcome 
and the protection of their rights.” Let us become instru-
ments of peace, that where there is despair we bring 
hope, where there is darkness, light, and where there is 
sadness, joy.

One of the women Fr. Deo ministered to at the border 
crossing.
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Precious Blood Volunteers

Precious Blood Center in Liberty, Missouri hosted orientation for the new 
Precious Blood Volunteers for 2014-2015. During the week of July 20-25, we 
welcomed three new volunteers who will be serving this year.

Patricia Wood will be serving at St. Paul Church in Crownpoint, New 
Mexico. Pat comes to us with a wealth of experience during her time working 
as medical technician, serving at St. Joseph Indian School, and managing a 
farm in Kentucky and a ranch in Wyoming. She is from Owensboro, Kentucky 
and has three grown children. She will begin her service at the end of August.

Ryan Cornelissen is now working at Cristo Rey Kansas City High School. 
Ryan is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire with a degree in civil 
engineering and is from Londonderry, New Hampshire. He worked as a civil 
engineer for the New Hampshire Department of Public Transportation. At 
Cristo Rey, Ryan will be helping out with the stem (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) program, campus ministry, and the music program.

Stephanie Schell is serving at Truman Medical Center in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Stephanie matriculated from Creighton University with a degree in 
biology, and comes to us from Irving, Texas. Stephanie is our third volunteer 
to serve at Truman and will be working with the fresh foods market, the pet 
partners program, and assisting the nursing staff.

Welcome the 2014-2015
Precious Blood Volunteers
by Tim Deveney, Director of Precious Blood Volunteers

Precious Blood Volunteers: Patricia Wood, Ryan Cornelissen, and Stephanie Schell
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Leadership

Carpe Diem
by Tom Welk, c.pp.s., Leadership Team

We had been providing hospice services for only 
a few years in the early 190s. The concept was 
fairly new, not just in south central Kansas, but also 
throughout the country. One of my responsibilities 
was to give talks in the community, explaining the 
purpose and philosophy of hospice care. A line I used 
regularly to describe our program was “hospice is 
available to help people die well.”

A psychiatrist at a large Wichita hospital asked me 
to talk to a group of teenagers who were hospitalized 
for severe emotional problems, primarily dealing with 
depression. He thought it would be helpful and healthy 
for them to confront the issue of mortality. I knew this 
would be a challenge, and had a certain degree of trepi-
dation addressing the group.

As I was delivering my remarks I used the phrase 
“hospice helps people die well” several times. I could 
sense a certain amount of unease; I attributed this 

uncomfortableness to the difficult topic and age of the 
audience. Finally, one young man simply yelled at me, 
“Why in the hell is it so important to die well?”

In my mind I was quickly formulating a way to defend 
my comment, but suddenly the light went on in my head. 
The youngster was absolutely correct. Generally, we don’t 
go about thinking about how we are going to die well. 
The overwhelming concern we all have is figuring out 
how we are going to live well every precious moment of 
the gift of life.

My tag line for every group I now address always cen-
ters on this point, “hospice is available to support people 
to live well.” This support is especially important for 
terminally ill individuals. They know they have a limited 
time left, and they want to spend it living every moment 
as fully as possible. Some of them end up living more 
fully the last part of their life’s journey than they have 
their entire preceding lifetime.
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Leadership

I also remind groups we are all on a terminal track. 
The moment we began our physical existence we began 
the “dying process.” In the meantime we are alive. 
The challenge for us as we begin every single day is to 
concentrate on living. As Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s. pointed 
out with the Albert Schweitzer quote from the August 
issue of The New Wine Press, “The real tragedy in life is 
what dies inside a person while he is still alive.” Unduly 
dwelling on dying can easily lead to a paralysis that 
keeps us from living.

Just as we know death comes for each of us personally, 
so also we realize death may come for our Community. 
In the meantime, what will be our focus: the fact that 
our Community may not be around forever, at least 
in the form we now know it? Or will we strive to ac-
complish as much as we possibly can while we are still 
alive? Comments such as “we are a dying Community” 
can easily lead to a paralysis that keeps us from being a 
vibrant Community.

Sandra M. Schneiders, i.h.m. reflected on this point in 
her April 25, 2014 address at the annual meeting of the 
Conference of Religious of Ireland, stating that presently 
too many in religious life spend their lives in a holding 
pattern as they lament the decline of religious life and 
lack of younger members. Schneiders states “a healthy 
congregational age distribution chart should show the 
majority of professed members between 0 and 0 with a 
small number in the 40s and 50s.” She continues, “You of-
ten hear religious saying, ‘Just look at the age chart. Most 
of the Congregation is over 70. We are dying.’”

According to Schneiders’ observations, we are still a 
vibrant Community. As such, we need to engage our-
selves in ministries that will continue to foster the well 
being of God’s People. What especially resonated with 
me as I read her remarks was the comment, “We prob-
ably need to shift the focus of our ministries from the 
first half of life (Catholic children and adolescents) and 
the extreme end of life (the sick and dying) toward the 
bulk of the population.”

At first I thought, is she putting down my hospice min-
istry? Obviously, that is not the case; people considered 
having only six months or less to live must be ministered 
to. But that is not where the majority of our people are in 
their life journey. Schneiders concludes that our ministe-
rial concentration must be toward supporting people in 
their faith life and commitment.

What does this mean for our own Community? First, 
we must let go of an attitude that says, “We are a dy-
ing community. Why even think about starting any 

new venture?” This kind of attitude will ensure we are 
a “dead” community. Second, once we get beyond this 
defeatist attitude, we may be ready to tackle the harder 
question of how will we support “people in their faith life 
and commitment?”

We have raised and discussed (and will continue to dis-
cuss) the possibility of expanding Precious Blood Center 
with the building of a conference center. By no means has 
a final decision been reached about building this center. 
However, I believe we can only honestly and fruitfully 
discuss this possibility by having trust and hope that 
we still have a lot of living to do, and much to offer the 
Church in the sharing of our Precious Blood Spirituality.

To paraphrase my opening comments: Let us strive to 
really live well; let us fully minister to God’s People well 
while we are alive. Let us avoid the real tragedy of being 
dead inside long before physical death occurs.

Carpe Diem: let us grab hold of whatever opportunities 
come our way.

Second Saturday of the Month
Next dates: September 13th and October 11th 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

September 13th Presentation:
The Spiritual Exercises 
of Fr. Anthony de Mello, S.J. 
by Br. Daryl Charron, c.pp.s.

Days of Prayer & Reflection 
Precious Blood Center
2130 Saint Gaspar Way
Liberty, MO 64068

Questions? 
Contact Br. Daryl Charron, c.pp.s.

816-781-4344 x126
816-835-0344, cell
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Human Development Fund Recipient Update

Delano Circle Site: An A.S.C. Ministry
by Sister Rose Therese Bahr, a.s.c.

Empowering families to move out of poverty and 
capture the spirit of Jesus’ words prompted the Adorers 
of the Blood of Christ to start a new ministry, the Delano 
Circle Site, to help poor families in 2013. This ministry, 
established after a year of planning in collaboration with 
dedicated lay men and women who embrace this mis-
sion in the low-income Delano neighborhood of West 
Wichita, is located about a mile from our Center convent 
in the Parish Hall of St. Joseph Parish. This ministry is 
affiliated with the National Circle Movement started 
in Seattle, Washington, which is spreading across the 
United States into cities to help eradicate poverty and 
to help families achieve a more humane approach to life 
with dignity and respect.

 The program has a two-pronged approach: 1) Bridges 
Out of Poverty, 12 weekly classes for families learning on 
how to improve their lifestyle and assume responsibil-
ity for seeking employment, better housing or whatever 

challenge is faced as the cause of their poverty; and 2) 
an 1-month series of weekly meetings where Bridges 
graduates become Circle Leaders and lead a supportive 
resource staff (called Allies) to discuss establishing goals 
resolving the challenges faced by the family to help them 
move out of poverty. These programs, officially begun in 
February 2014, currently include 14 adult poor women 
in the Bridges program and 5 graduates in the Delano 
Site Circle Leader program with 3-4 women joining this 
group shortly. The Bridges classes are held consecutively 
throughout the year offering an on-going supply of Circle 
Leaders. The Delano Circle Site programs are also open 
to men.

The hoped-for outcomes include: a) achieving posi-
tive self-esteem in the women/men resulting from the 
Bridges program and the Circle Leadership experience; 
b) promoting confidence in the Circle Leader that they 
possesses the necessary qualities of leadership to move 

“And Jesus said: “Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters, you do to Me” (Mt.25:40).

Participants at the Delano Circle Site
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Vocations

Discernment 
Weekend in Liberty
by Fr. Timothy Armbruster, c.pp.s., Regional 
Vocation Director

“Trick or treat! Smell my feet! Give me 
something good to eat!” may not be the 
best Halloween trick or treat line but it 
certainly gets attention. We loved to go trick 
or treating as a family, but since we lived in 
the country we were limited on how many 
houses we could visit. My sisters and I were 
always begging Mom and Dad to take us to 
town so we could hit the good houses. As we 
got older, they agreed and to town we went. 

Why all this talk about Halloween? This 
Halloween weekend, Friday, October 31st 
thru Sunday, November 2nd, we will host a 
Discernment Weekend at Precious Blood 
Center. The weekend is open to men age 
1-45 who feel called to community and 
religious life. It is an opportunity for them 
to meet others who are discerning, as well as 
community members. Just as kids who learn 
which houses have the best candy and treats, 
so do we learn who among us who pos-
ses the great skills and talents to serve as a 
member of our Community and the Church. 

I need your help! I’m asking you to extend 
an invitation to someone you think might 
be considering religious life, or better yet, let 
me know and I will do the inviting. Inviting 
someone to consider religious life may not 
be the easiest thing to do, but the conversa-
tion has to start somewhere.

There was always a thrill and excitement 
ringing the doorbell and yelling, “Trick or 
treat!” waiting to see who would open the 
door, and what kind of tasty treat was wait-
ing for us next. There is also great excite-
ment in welcoming new faces into our 
community. Who will be next?

forward in overcoming poverty challenges and improv-
ing quality of life; c) encouraging the Circle Leader in 
setting realistic and attainable goals that will move the 
family out of poverty; d) developing intentional friend-
ships between the Circle Leader and supportive Allies 
who serve as a resource of support long-term; and e) sup-
porting the current and future participants in the Delano 
Circle Site program.

A typical weekly meeting for the matched Circle Leader 
is from 5:30-7:30 p.m., beginning with a simple shared 
meal prepared by the Food Committee and an opening 
prayer. Following the meal, each adult shares a ”new and 
good” item from that week so all can rejoice at the good 
news. Then, each Circle Leader and 4-5 assigned Allies 
meet for an hour and half to discuss goal setting and 
other challenges faced by the Circle Leader and family. To 
end the evening, expressions of “Appreciations” for good 
things shared to offer similar support to the entire group. 
An example of a challenge expressed as an Appreciation 
was someone in need of additional money beyond her 
low-income wage discovered holding a garage sale in 
her neighborhood brought in added money—in her case 
over $10—and she planned more such activities. To help 
her, Delano Circle Site members are gathering additional 
items for her next garage sale. It is through small steps 
that the Delano Circle Site program is making a difference 
in people’s lives through education, support and inten-
tional friendships, so by being empowered they too can 
achieve a lifestyle allows them more independence from 
welfare and oppression.

The Delano Circle Site received a grant from the Kansas 
City Province Human Development Fund this summer.

Children of Delano Circle participants with a child-care worker.
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PBMR: The New Creation

It is such a joy to share with you the exciting medley 
of events which fill the “Good Ol’ Summertime” at pbmr 
with laughter, growth and harmony! The excitement began 
when Companion “Little Debbie” Bolin and Fr. Timothy 
Armbruster, c.pp.s. came from Sedalia, Missouri with 
three eager-to-learn young women. Despite many dif-
ferences in culture, background and experience, pbmr 
youth and the young women soon connected and sought 
understanding through table conversation, sightseeing 
and circles. Becky, one of the Sedalia youth, wrote, “the 
boys may dress, talk, and look differently than we do, but it 
doesn’t mean that they have different feelings and dreams. 
To me the Precious Blood Center is like a rainbow in the 
neighborhood—offering hope!”

Summertime brings many youth to our door for food, 
safety, support, and a job! Ten participated in a program, 
“Getting Ahead in a Just-Gettin’-by World” with work 
assignments in the afternoon. When I asked why they 
chose this group, all ten said, essentially, “so we can be 
safe at least for this hour and not be caught up in the 

crime and violence of our streets.” Another younger 
group participated in a daily circle sharing struggles, 
dreams, choices, and possibilities for their future. 

A very exciting piece of our summertime medley was 
leasing a new building for the arts: painting, silk-screen-
ing, poetry slams, and hospitality brunches and lunches. 
There was great excitement as curious neighbors stopped 
by and boys and staff were moving art supplies from the 
main building to the “art on 51st.” One of our college 
youth was painting; others were cleaning and adding 
touches of beauty to a once vacated neighborhood build-
ing. In four days, staff and youth were serving a brunch 
to fifteen of our neighborhood poor and as we watched 
the joy and gratitude of those we served, we knew leasing 
and restoring this building would offer many possibilities 
to a neighborhood of boarded up buildings; a neigh-
borhood with few opportunities or safe places to come 
together as community. 

It was a summertime to enjoy a medley at pbmr of new 
life, new learnings and new relationships. 

Summertime Medley at PBMR
by Sister Donna Liette, c.pp.s., Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation
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C.PP.S. Retreat

Following Francis
by Fr. Timothy Guthridge, c.pp.s., Director of Initial Formation

During the July retreat at St. Joseph College, Fr. Barry 
Fischer, c.pp.s. focused on basic themes central in Pope 
Francis’ writings and sermons. The first and most cen-
tral theme of the retreat was “Christ centeredness.” In 
a church as institutional and dogmatic as ours, being 
Christocentric can be a challenge. During my time at 
Creighton University, one of the more challenging ideas 
was that one of the Church’s greatest sins is idolatry. 
To an extent, the Church has turned some of God’s 
greatest gifts and revelations—Sacraments, Scriptures, 
Community, Church councils and teachings—into false 
gods by treating them as ends in themselves. Church 
itself is a means to an end—the end always being Christ. 

Fr. Barry quoted a poem by Pedro Arrupe, s.j. that 
begins, “Nothing is more practical than finding God.” In 
a society that often sees religion and seeking the divine as 
fluff and foolishness, I have always found spending time 
with God most practical. If as Christians, we truly believe 
that God is truly the essence of all there is, then spend-
ing time with God every day only makes sense. When I 
see all the human energy used on things like gambling, 
watching hours of television every week, maintaining 
professional sports, I think spending time with God is a 
better use of time and energy. I once heard a radio com-
mentator say that as a society we are entertaining our-
selves to death. I enjoy entertainment as much as anyone, 
but I also know that if God is not at the center of my life, 
all the entertainment in the world isn’t going to make me 
happy. Regarding formation, in the midst of all the com-
munity activity, classes, workshops, and retreats, having 
Christ at the center of everything is the main component 
in forming a Missionary of the Precious Blood.

Our community’s charism is rooted in reconciliation 
and renewal. Fr. Barry spoke about the need for recon-
ciliation, not just in the world, but also in our own lives: 
we have to look at our own woundedness. Until we take 
a good hard look at our own lives, we will not be good 
agents of reconciliation in the lives of others. Forgiving a 
person is not just an act of liberation for the person who 
wronged us, but for us as well. Fr. Barry said, “The acid of 
hate destroys the soul.” Hatred destroys lives like a can-
cer. Bearing grudges only hurts us in the long run. Jesus 
did not tell us to forgive others because it is a nice, pious 

think to do; Jesus told us to forgive to bring healing into 
our life as well as the lives of others. During formation, 
candidates will be given ample opportunity to reflect 
upon their own lives and seek the healing and reconcilia-
tion they need. 

Fr. Barry gave us one admonition I think all of us need 
to reflect upon. He reminded us of the damage we can 
do with our mouths. In the Precious Blood family, we 
don’t hurt people much physically, but with words said 
in anger, sarcasm, cynicism, overt criticism, gossip, and 
hurtful humor, we can do a lot of damage. 

As Precious Blood people, we are called to be merci-
ful. We want God to be merciful to us; we need to be 
merciful to others. Fr. Barry reminded us that Jesus is the 
incarnate compassionate heart made flesh and that Jesus 
is the compassionate face of God. As people made in the 
image and likeness of God, we are our truest selves when 
we live as compassionate and merciful people.

One of the conferences was on being Missionary. 
Fr. Barry quoted Pope Francis saying that the church 
needs to get out of itself and into the world. Instead 
of being pious and holy, the Church is better off being 
bruised, hurting, and out in the streets. The Church 
needs to be less inward looking and less self-absorbed. 
The nature of the Church is missionary and Jesus is the 
prime model. Jesus was always on the move. 

The Church’s Mission is Christ’s Mission. The Mission 
is about the Kingdom of God. Church institutions can 
make self-preservation a primary goal and form Christ’s 
mission to a business model. Pope Francis encourages 
us to get away from this kind of thinking. The Church 
is to be a living, dynamic, and organic groups of people 
participating in Christ’s vision of God’s Kingdom. 

As our new house of initial formation begins a new 
year, we will try to reflect upon the themes Fr. Barry 
shared with us. We will study The Joy of the Gospel 
together. We pray this year will be a good year of grace, 
formation, and transformation as our candidates con-
tinue to discern their possible vocation as Missionaries of 
the Precious Blood of Christ. 
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Commentary

Dynamics of Hope
by Dominic Nhan Bui, c.pp.s.

I found it hard to adapt to life in the United States, even 
though I came here for Assemblies in 200 and 2011. 
Living as a guest in this country, I was aware of putting 
my feet in new conditions. I let my behaviors and atti-
tudes settle me in new surroundings and circumstances. 
My body could get accustomed easily, but though learn-
ing new languages can be easy for young people, it is a 
real challenge for me, a middle aged person, and I wor-
ried about being misunderstood. It wasn’t too deplorable, 
but sometimes I felt discouraged. However, my heart has 
heard the calling, so it never gives up. God has always 
known all I need to do for His purpose, so He leads me 
to more places, to meet others, gather my thoughts, and 
get more dynamics of hope than I ever dreamed possible.

I spent a little over a year living with the a.s.c. commu-
nity in Wichita. It was a peaceful time; I felt the warmth 
of religious life at the lovely convent. My life has been 
blessed through my time with the Sisters.

On the first day’s visit to Wichita State University, 
Sr. Joann Stuever showed me how to take the buses. 
At the end of the trip we couldn’t get out at Newman 
University because of an obstruction, so we had to get 
out at West Street. Walking from West Street to home was 

a long road. My first day of school was also a challenge. 
When I went back home, the second bus downtown was 
late, so the driver decided to go on the highway. I was 
confused because I didn’t recognize the streets I knew. 
Taking a deep breath, I asked, “Is this the Maple Street 
bus, sir?” The driver explained something, but I couldn’t 
understand what he said, except, “you are on the right 
bus.” It was enough information for me to calm down. I 
returned to my seat and trusted in him.

I owe a debt of gratitude to my a.s.c. tutors, Sr. Clara 
Smith, Sr. Bernadine Wessel, and Sr. Anacleta Schuette. 
Their help day by day has made my dream become a 
reality; I now turn to Chicago for the next step of my 
study. Their help is greatly appreciated both by my 
community and myself.

Fr. Tom Welk, c.pp.s. was my mainstay, like a dad 
during that time. He has an ability to make sisters and 
guests laugh often during homilies, even though he has 
been serving there for more than thirty years. That was 
surprising and interesting to me. He said to me, “I am 
your boss,” jokingly. Yes, he’s my honest boss! While we 
talked, he never lost his patience with me in spite of my 
limited English. The way he lives helps me to understand 
the Bond of Charity, how members relate to each other. 
I asked several Sisters, “Have you ever seen Fr. Tom 
angry?” Almost always answers were, “No,” but one said, 
“Yes, when the geese ate his vegetables!”

I love the Wichita Center; it helps me reflect on my 
life. On the east side of the building is the big lake. It 
reminds me that I was born by Mom’s womb. Who I am: 
if I hadn’t been fed, I wouldn’t grow up. On the north side 
is Newman University, which rings a bell about value of 
studies. My ministry will have more value if I contribute 
my knowledge in service of the Church and humanity. 
On the west side is a big garden and Fr. Tom’s house. 
Working and relaxing are twinned, keeping a balance 
between work and play, spiritual life, and apostolic life. 
Finally, on the south side is a cemetery where more than 
two hundred sisters rest peacefully. It tells me to know 
how to live for peaceful death, stay sober and alert. Why 
do I exist? What is the meaning of my life? “Naked, I 
came forth from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall 
go back again” (Job 1:21). Most of all, the heart of the 

Dominic Nhan Bui, c.pp.s. with a carving he made of 
St. Gaspar and Vietnam. It is displayed at Precious Blood 
Center in Liberty, Missouri.

continued on next page
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Reach Out
by Pam Demasi, Liberty Missouri Companion

My father was part of the Greatest Generation. He 
worked at the Ford Plant in Claycomo, Missouri, for 
many years, originally as a union member. After World 
War ii, the Catholic Church and government focused 
on needs of workers in social action and social change. 
Labor unions and labor leaders and rank and file mem-
bers worked with labor-management for better relations, 
pay and benefits. Urban laborers became an organized, 
disciplined, productive and relatively well-paid working 
class. By the time I started to work for Hallmark Cards in 
1971 at $1.71 an hour with benefits, our expanding popu-
lation had the United States going outside of our borders 
for raw materials, food, and laborers. This led to tensions 
as we stripped countries in our own hemisphere of the 
ability to sustain themselves, and their people began to 
migrate to the U.S. for work. In the late 70s and the 0s, 
many companies began to see a way to cut their labor 
cost by moving production facilities to countries with 
lower wages, such as China, India, and Brazil. 

Many of the firms formed in the old cities abandoned 
them. Kansas City, like so many other cities in the U.S., 
declined for decades, at tragic human and economic 
cost. Loss of jobs, incomes, benefits, and public services 
shaped individual lives as workers descended from high-
er paying production jobs to lower paid, largely service-
sector jobs. The gap between rich and poor—between 
those whose incomes depend chiefly on profits and those 
who depend chiefly on wage work—widened. 

In Economic Justice for All: Catholic Social Teaching and 
the U.S Economy, the U.S. Bishops addressed the social, 
economic and political issues confronting the nation in 
19. The reality that overcoming poverty is a key ele-
ment in social justice was articulated then. More recently, 
Pope Francis wrote in The Joy of the Gospel, “As long as 
the problems of the poor are not radically resolved by 
rejecting the absolute autonomy of markets and finan-
cial speculation and by attacking the structural causes of 
inequality, no solution will be found for the world prob-
lems or, for that matter, to any problems”(202). Nelson 
Mandela said at Trafalgar Square in 2005, “Like Slavery 
and Apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made 
and it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of 
human beings…. Overcoming poverty is not a task of 

charity; it is an act of justice…. Sometimes it falls on a 
generation to be great. You can be that great generation. 
Let your greatness blossom.” 

Two-thirds of minimum wage workers in this country 
are women. In forty percent of families with children 1 
or under, a woman is either a sole or primary breadwin-
ner. Despite the gains women have made in the work-
place, the median earnings of women working full time 
are only 77 percent of the median earnings for men in 
similar roles. My 20 year-old granddaughter works full 
time as a server at a major restaurant chain at minimum 
wage with no benefits. 

One should be able to support a family working 40 
hours per week. Someone working 0 hours in a fast-
food restaurant does not have time to spend with family. 
Until workers were able to bargain collectively, reason-
able pay with benefits for reasonable hours did not exist. 
Catholic Social Teaching states workers have the right to 
organize and seek justice in their workplaces, and unions 
seem to be important in minimizing poverty. The Cry of 
the Blood calls us to embrace the dignity of workers.

building is a chapel, the holy place, God’s home which is 
the intimate connection between spiritual life and mental 
life, prayers and conversations to God. Religious life is 
meaningless if it isn’t God’s way.

As I shared on the day before my last day at the con-
vent in Wichita, I believe God has kept my mother alive 
to support my vocation. I also have realized that God 
guided me to the Wichita Center to receive God’s abun-
dant blessings. God has trained me through those moms 
and that dad.

The Sisters and Fr. Tom walked with me for 37 days. 
I learned many lessons of encouragement during that 
time. Their encouragement and support were dynamics 
of hope for me. I greatly appreciate the sisters accepting 
me as “a true community member, one of them.” I have 
already left Wichita, but I never said goodbye to it. I miss 
sharing with them—the Body and Blood of Christ shared 
in daily Mass with the a.s.c. community.

Dynamics of Hope, continued from page 10
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Country Club Parish
by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s., Publications Editor

Editor’s Notes

The Country Club is an institution I imagine most 
of us are familiar with. In addition to golf courses 
and space for other outdoor sports, they provide 
facilities for many kinds of special social gatherings. 
Membership in the club means having access to facili-
ties, and rights to certain privileges. Being a guest at a 
Country Club is all right, however it’s not the same as 
membership. Being a guest means you have to know 
someone to get in.

How much does the state of our parishes, ministries, 
and Precious Blood Community resemble a Country 
Club? There are many churches of all denominations 
that seem to function as Country Clubs: it would be 
easy to list them though it wouldn’t be charitable. In 
some ways, the effect of our attitude toward who be-
longs in our church or community can resemble the at-
titude of Country Club members deciding who deserves 
the privileges they enjoy. It is a bastion of an elite, set up 
as a refuge from the lower classes.

The Country Club model of Church is one rea-
son I believe Christianity is fading in America today. 
Congregations are looking for people like them, pushing 
away people from other social classes, age groups, and 
income ranges from full inclusion. Church becomes a 
service provider, a place to stage events and associate 
with like-minded people. Church is a place of excite-
ment, motivation, reinforcement of personal values, 
comfort, even political activism, but not a place of trans-
formation, deep conversion, or unconditional surrender 
to God’s will. Conversion in the Country Club model is 
where others become like the current members. 

In looking ahead, one question in how we evaluate 
our ministry might be, “How much do we resemble a 
Country Club?” If we find our Church and Community 
does not include people we think should be there, 
perhaps this question will help us discover how our 
words and actions are being received by those we wish 
to reach, and how they may feel excluded in spite of our 
good intentions.


