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The Society of the Precious Blood is a fraternal community of 

priests and brothers founded by St. Gaspar in . Bonded through 

charity by a promise of fidelity, we are prayerfully motivated by the 

spirituality of the precious blood of Jesus Christ to serve the needs 

of the Church as discerned through the signs of the times and in the 

light of the Gospel.

The Kansas City Province—incorporated members, covenanted 

companions, and candidates—united in prayer, service and mutual 

support, characterized by the tradition of its American predeces-

sors, are missionaries of these times with diverse gifts and minis-

tries. In a spirit of joy, we strive to serve all people—especially the 

poor—with care and compassion, hope and hospitality.

The New Wine Press seeks to remain faithful to the charism of our 

founder, St. Gaspar, and the spirituality of the Blood of Christ with 

its emphasis on reconciliation, renewal and refounding. We accept 

and encourage unsolicited manuscripts and letters to the editor.
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Leadership

Alex for President
by Fr. Richard Bayuk, c.pp.s., Publications Editor

continued on page 7

In the document “Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship” the American bishops state the 
following: “In the Catholic tradition, responsible 
citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political 
life is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we should be 
guided more by our moral convictions than by our 
attachment to any political party or interest group.… 
Faithful citizenship is an ongoing responsibility, not 
just an election year duty.”

They offer the following policy goals that will hope-
fully guide Catholics as they form their consciences 
and reflect on the moral dimensions of their public 
choices (listed here in brief, but greatly expanded upon 
in the document).

• Address the preeminent requirement to protect 
human life. 

• Protect the fundamental understanding of mar-
riage as the life-long and faithful union of one 
man and one woman.

• Achieve comprehensive immigration reform. 

• Help families and children overcome poverty. 

• Ensure full conscience protection and religious 
freedom for individuals and groups. 

• Provide health care while respecting human life 
and dignity. 

• Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism, 
hostility toward immigrants, religious bigotry, 
and other forms of unjust discrimination. 

• Establish and comply with moral limits on the 
use of military force. 

• Join with others around the world to pursue 
peace, protect human rights and religious 
liberty, and advance economic justice and care 
for creation. 

It should be noted that the bishops in their docu-
ment give preeminence to protection of human life. 
But what if no candidate is fully in line with this 
teaching? And what if a candidate is committed to 
restricting and eliminating abortion, but is in conflict 
with church teaching on every other life issue, as well 
as many of the other points above, e.g., immigration, 
health care, and poverty? It also needs to be stated that 

not every Catholic agrees in total with every Church 
teaching, and this affects how they choose to vote.

There is no excuse for not knowing what positions 
and policies a candidate promotes; they have web sites 
outlining just that (whether one believes their sincerity 
or intention to carry them out is another matter). We 
also make judgments about candidates based on their 
personalities and temperaments, and we react and 
respond to them on emotional, intuitive levels. So for 
example, if a newspaper begins an editorial endorsing 
a particular candidate by saying, “Our country needs 
calm, thoughtful leadership to deal with the challenges 
we face at home and abroad. We need a leader who 
will bring out the best in all Americans, not the worst,” 
we are already putting a name to that before we read 
any further. And that will be influenced by how we 
perceive the different candidates.

No candidate is ever pure and perfect according to 
any one person’s opinions and moral convictions. We 
have to look at the total package and resist the temp-
tation to be a one-issue voter. It is also important to 
remember that we are also electing leadership in our 
country at state and local levels, and this may well be 
where we as citizens have far more influence on the 
direction and tone of our democracy.

In another article in this issue, we are reminded of 
three corporate stances that our Province has taken 
in recent years, regarding the Death Penalty, Gun 
Violence, and Immigration Reform. The latter two in 
particular are an important part of the political and 
moral conversation in this election, and people find 
themselves on both sides. 

For example, I live in Missouri, the so-called “Show 
Me” state, where several weeks ago the legislature 
passed a conceal and carry law that allows for state 
residents to carry concealed weapons, in public, 
without a permit, or a criminal background check or 
firearms training. (This has led to some people calling 
us the “Shoot Me” state!) How do you react to this and 
how would you be inclined to judge a candidate on 
this issue?

Or consider the tweet sent out by one of the presi-
dential campaigns, which contained a photo of a bowl 
of Skittles of various colors, along with the following 
text: “If I had a bowl of Skittles and I told you three 
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It’s a Sunday evening. There are 121 people gathered in 
the dining hall at a camp in northern Michigan. Dishes 
clatter. Children laugh. Hugs are passed out like candy 
on Halloween. And then the dean says a single word: 
announcements. Those returning to camp know the 
drill. We all break out into a chorus of a silly song that 
includes lines like “the rat stands alone” and “rah rah, 
Dean!” The new faces look confused and worried about 
what they have just gotten themselves into. This is how I 
know I have arrived at Choir Camp.

As a child, my parents sent me to a number of sum-
mer camps. I tried Girl Scout camp, marine biology 
camp and oboe camp. But then one summer, my mom 
announced that we would be trying this new camp 
called Choir Camp—a church camp where I would 
get to sing. I convinced a good friend to join me and I 
was ready. This was the start of a lifetime journey to a 
sacred and special place. I returned to this camp every 
year through high school. I considered it a place where I 
could be myself, explore my relationship with God and 
build lasting relationships. This is a priceless opportuni-
ty to a teenager trying to determine how she fits into the 
world. My experience as a camper taught me that music 
is healing; that God is present in both the stillness of the 
lake and in the energy of silly songs; and that relation-
ships built for one week per year can be meaningful and 
life changing.

Two years after graduating from high school, I 
jumped at the opportunity to extend my time at 
Choir Camp by volunteering as a counselor. Looking 
back, I think I was just craving more time with my 
camp family. I wanted camp songs, fire bowl sermons 
and conversations about spirituality. It took me many 
more years to fully understand the power of this 
ministry. Choir Camp had become my version of a 
Beloved Community. 

During the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. created the concept of a Beloved 
Community. Put simply, a Beloved Community is a 
society based on equal opportunity, social justice and 
love of all human beings. Discrimination and preju-
dice are replaced with mutual trust and admiration. 
For most people, this concept sounds amazing on 
paper but feels unrealistic in today’s polarized society. 
But for me, I know that this Beloved Community is 

not only possible, but it exists one week every summer 
in the woods of northern Michigan. 

The children who attend Choir Camp come from 
many backgrounds. Many come from the middle class 
Midwest with loving families. They are members of 
the high school marching band or soccer team. Others 
come from inner city Detroit where basic needs can be 
a struggle. Some students are outgoing and active in 
their schools. Others feel awkward and struggle to fit 
in with the popular kids. Many campers struggle with 
mental health issues such as depression while others 
must work through physical challenges such as scolio-
sis. But when we all gather together, those differences 
stop dividing and start uniting us. I remember a time 
when one of the high school boys signed up to per-
form at a nightly activity called Free Expression. This 
is a time when any camper can go on stage and “freely 
express” themselves. Most of the time this means sing-
ing a song learned at church or playing an instrument. 
But it has also meant burping the ABCs and getting a 
haircut—true acts of “free expression!” When this par-
ticular camper signed up, the staff was both pleasantly 

Choir Camp
by Katie Staniszewski, Sonoma-Marin California Companion

Choir Camp at dusk

continued on page 9
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Vietnam Mission

Profile of the Missionary of the Precious Blood 
helps prospective candidates discern their call to our 
Congregation. It lists the qualities of a Precious Blood 
missionary and serves as an aid to envisioning the 
ideals toward which we strive. In a spirit of ongoing 
renewal, each member is urged to use this profile for 
ongoing growth and renewal. I had the privilege of 
being in Rome to help write Profile of the Missionary of 
the Precious Blood along with our other missionaries 
from around the world. It was officially approved by 
our Congregation back in 2000, but it proves to still 
be relevant today. However, the profile was written in 
such a way that it is intended to be developed in each 
concrete cultural circumstance.

I revisited Profile of the Missionary of the Precious 
Blood in light of my coming into a new culture in 
Vietnam. I reflected on it during the past two weeks 
as I helped Fr. Nhan Bui with the orientation of our 
candidates in formation. A lot has happened for them 
lately as they returned from summer ministries, went 
through orientation at Xavier Mission House and their 
perspective schools of theology, and then went on 
retreat. I can appreciate what they are going through, 

having been through it myself. Discernment can be 
hard work.

Summer ministries proved to be valuable experiences 
in learning for our candidates in formation. Hao Pham 
spent the summer doing ministry at Loc Tan Parish 
in Binh Phuoc Province of the Phu Cuong Diocese in 
the Central Highlands under the supervision of Pastor 
Dominic Chi Hoang. Along with two other seminar-
ians, he taught English to 120 students in grades 2-9. He 
also taught catechism to 300 people on Sundays, which 
included some ethnic minorities from the S’tieng group. 
Hao especially enjoyed visiting the ethnic minorities in 
their homes in the rural countryside.

There are 32,000 people in that area and 800 are 
parishioners of the parish. However, 70% of the stu-
dents that Hao taught were non-Catholics. Most of 
the families that he visited were either workers from 
the rubber processing company or poor farmers. The 
longer he was there, the more Hao discovered just how 
poor the people were. Illiteracy was high due to people 
quitting school early to begin working to support 
the family. Parents work long hours and often do not 
have much time to spend with their children. That is 
why the Catholic Church plays an important part in 
education and activities for the children. Hao taught in 
the mornings and provided activities for the children 

Missionary Life in Vietnam
by Br. Daryl Charron, c.pp.s., Vietnam Mission Director

Br. Daryl Charron (center) and candidates in Vietnam
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Vietnam Mission
in the afternoons. He enjoyed teaching non-Catholics 
about God.

Another of our candidates went to the same area as 
Hao to do his summer ministry. Hoa Vu worked at 
Tan Thanh Parish in Bu Dop District under the super-
vision of Pastor Dominic Minh. Hoa taught English 
and piano/keyboard to his students, and was part of a 
Marian prayer group that visits patients in the par-
ish with health problems. Visiting these patients who 
felt abandoned in their sickness and suffering really 
touched Hoa, because part of his spiritual develop-
ment for the summer was focusing on the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy. Going on these visited 
helped him hear the “Cry of the Blood” and the need 
for reconciliation among the abandoned. He did well 
to provide loving care for these individuals. Both 
Hao and Hoa are pledged candidates in the Vietnam 
Mission and someday would like to return to the 
Central Highlands to do more ministry. They were 
both deeply touched by the poverty in this area of 
Vietnam and would like to work among the poor.

Dung Nguyen provided ministry this summer at 
Truong Vinh Ky School, which is run by the Christian 
Brothers in Gia Lai Province in the Central Highlands. 
Whereas Hao and Hoa were about 150 kilometers 
from Saigon in their ministries, this school was about 
400 kilometers from Saigon. Martin An Nguyen also 
worked at this school for the summer. They both 
enjoyed the welcome and hospitality of the Christian 
Brothers during their time there.

They ministered to 600 students in Grades 1-5 and 
92 students in Grades 6-9. Dung taught Physics and 
Chemistry to the upper classes. Martin An taught 
Math and Computer Science to 6th and 7th graders. 
They both struggled with having to spend one night a 
week being the dorm monitor in the sleeping quarters 
of all the students. Needless to say, they did not get 
much sleep. Dung and Martin An especially enjoyed 
working with the ethnic minority group called Bana. 
Dung remembered two students in the 7th grade who 
had a special effect on him—Luyn and A Hoang. They 
came from very poor families and it reminded Dung 
of the poverty from which he came. It made him grate-
ful for the Precious Blood Community welcoming him 
in and giving him this opportunity to serve the poor. 
Martin An felt a similar spiritual insight in his work 
among the poor and teaching them. He had the op-
portunity to counsel some children in their grief over 
parents going through divorce. He felt privileged to be 
invited to visit the ethnic village of the Bana people. 

An expressed an interest in furthering his education to 
develop more skills in teaching children in the future.

Currently, there are eight people living at Xavier 
Mission House in Saigon. Fr. Nhan Bui is the forma-
tion director living at the formation house. I also live 
in the house and teach the students English. We have 
three Pledged Candidates—Ky Phung, Hao Pham and 
Hoa Vu—living with us. Recently, we had a special 
liturgy welcoming three other students into their 
respective levels of formation. Diep Vu was accepted 
into Special Formation. Dung Nguyen and An Nguyen 
were accepted into Initial Formation. That makes eight 
of us at our house of formation.

My experience so far in living with these guys is 
that each and every one of them so far begins to fit the 
Profile of the Missionary of the Precious Blood. They 
witness to it by their lifestyles in ministry. I already 
feel their intercultural and international sensitivity 
towards me. They are willing to educate themselves in 
other cultures and languages. I sense an openness to 
being mobile, flexible and available to various situa-
tions and cultures in the Central Highlands where our 
future ministry may take place. I have enjoyed their 
hospitality and their showing me the bond of charity. 
Above all, I love the communal prayer that we have 
been having together three times a day for six days a 
week. Chanting the Psalms in Vietnamese has been a 
real blessing. Gathering at the Eucharistic table to be 
healed and strengthened for mission truly does cre-
ate communion among us and calls us to places that 
would challenge us. W
Candidate Martin An Nguyen at Truong Vinh Ky School
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As a Precious Blood Community—Members and 
Companions—our corporate stances are an important 
part of who we are and how we live out this reality. We 
do not make corporate stances casually. We take them 
very seriously. Taking a corporate stance challenges us 
to live out our charism as Precious Blood ministers. 
Corporate stances articulate who we are as Catholic 
Christians. It is an opportunity to lend our prophetic 
voices to the voiceless, the oppressed and the unheard. 
It helps us understand who we are and what we are 
about in the public square. Corporate stances give us 
direction to put our Precious Blood spirituality into 
action in our daily lives. 

At our last Precious Blood Assembly in June we ad-
opted a Corporate Stance on Just and Compassionate 
Comprehensive Reform of our Immigration System. 
This corporate stance is an opportunity for us as a 
community and as individuals to raise our voices for 
those in our communities today who have no voice, to 
live out the Gospel and to provide opportunities to put 

into action our Precious Blood charisms of reconcilia-
tion and hospitality.

In the corporate stance called on legislators to work 
together to establish compassionate and comprehen-
sive immigration reform legislation. We called on our 
legislators to include the following points:

• Provide a timely path to legal status for undocu-
mented persons in the country

• Preserve family unity as a cornerstone for our 
national immigration system

• Provide for just and legal paths for immigrant 
laborers to come and work in the U.S. 

• Restore due process protections for our immi-
gration enforcement policies

• Address the root causes of migration within send-
ing countries and explore long-term solutions

Our Justice and Peace Committee will continue to 
develop an action plan as directed by our members 

Our Corporate Stances
by Gabino Zavala, Coordinator for Justice & Peace Ministry

Alameda, California Companion An Nguyen siging the 2003 Corporate Stance Against Gun Violence
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and companions so that we may continue to promote 
these points of our stance. 

In 1987, we adopted our first corporate stance, “mo-
tivated by the Blood of Christ and called to be minis-
ters of reconciliation” we reaffirmed our belief in the 
sacredness of life as we took the position that capital 
punishment is wrong. We were encouraged to “engage 
in activities which will end the death penalty” and to 
“preach justice and mercy on behalf of the victim and 
perpetrator.” 

In 2013 our assembly adopted our second corporate 
stance. Our Corporate Stance Against Gun Violence 
lends our voice to “affirm our belief in the sacredness 
of life … (to) seek to create a safe environment for our 
children by promoting a culture of life and peace.” 

In this corporate stance we supported the following 
measures: 

• Require background checks on all gun purchases

• Enforcement of gun trafficking laws

• Pass laws banning assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines

• Pass laws to fund violence prevention programs

• Do not support any measures increasing armed 
guards at schools

• Make gun safety education necessary for owning 
a gun

If we reflect on the signs of the times today and 
understand the present reality of our lives we can 
acknowledge that our three corporate stances continue 
to be important. The issues that they speak of continue 
to impact our lives. Our voice still needs to be pro-
phetic in all three cases.

The sacredness of all life from conception to natural 
death will always be a value we hold. We need to work 
to end state sanctioned executions. We know that in-
nocent people have been killed throughout the course 
of history in our name. We understand that the death 
penalty is not a deterrent, the cost of executing people 
is prohibitive, and executing people does not make our 
society safer. We are called to justice and mercy.

As we affirm our belief in the sacredness of life we 
continue to be called to promote laws that end the 
uncontrolled and unlimited access to weapons and 
ammunition that help create the epidemic of gun vio-
lence. Recently our provincial director, Fr. Joe Nassal 

has reminded us that the “grim statistics of those who 
are victims of gun violence are staggering…the city of 
Chicago suffered its 500th homicide in 2016, ninety in 
the month of August alone. Last year in Kansas City, 
109 people were killed making it one of the city’s dead-
liest years in recent history.”

As we promote our Corporate Stance Against Gun 
Violence we work for peace and healing in light of our 
struggles around our country. We pray for the victims 
of violence and those who perpetrate violence on 
others. We grieve for our loved ones lost because of 
this cycle of violence. As we remember this corporate 
stance we pray for peace.

We can also see the importance of Just and 
Compassionate Reform of Our Broken Immigration 
System. As we have seen during this political season, 
immigrants, whether undocumented our documented, 
have been the object of insult, derision and unjust 
treatment. Who will speak on their behalf?

As Christians we promote the sacredness of life, 
justice, mercy and peace. As sisters and brothers of 
Gaspar we are called to hospitality and reconcilia-
tion and to preach courageously the Gospel in our 
daily lives. Our three corporate stances Against the 
Death Penalty, Against Gun Violence, and on behalf 
of Comprehensive Reform of the Immigration System 
help us to live out our Precious Blood vocations in our 
daily lives. W

would kill you, would you take a handful? That’s 
our Syrian refugee problem.” This was followed by: 
“This image says it all. Let’s end the politically correct 
agenda that doesn’t put America first.”

Contrast that with the following from a letter written 
to President Obama by six year-old Alex, and read by 
the president during his recent address to the United 
Nations: “Remember the boy who was picked up by 
the ambulance in Syria? Can you please go get him 
and bring him to my home? Park in the driveway 
or on the street and we will be waiting for you guys 
with flags, flowers, and balloons. We will give him a 
family and he will be our brother.… We can all play 
together.…Thank you very much! I can’t wait for you 
to come!”

Voting (for those who live in states that have not 
restricted it) does not take a lot of time and effort. 
Educating ourselves and forming our consciences does. W

Leadership, continued from page 2
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It was hard getting up and facing the day. It was a 
holiday, and yet I felt no sense of celebration. Instead I 
sat for a while at our shrine to the Sorrowful Mother—
newly finished in the Precious Blood Center peace 
garden. A small pieta rests atop flat stones with a flow 
of water trickling a healing sound. It is a gift from the 
Kansas City Province, built by Fr. Timothy Armbruster 
and Companion Debbie Bolin. 

Two days prior, as we were finishing the yard work 
around the shrine, there stood Korry asking about our 
appointment on Tuesday, the day after Labor Day. I had 
previously helped Korry fill out an application for an 
alternative high school, both of us aware he was beyond 
age with too few credits to be accepted. He needed 
help spelling many of the words as he filled it out. So 
we planned to get together Tuesday to just find a way 
for him now that he had finally decided to get his life 
on track. Over the years he had been in and out of the 
juvenile detention center and never got around to be-
ing serious about changing his unruly, at times violent, 
lifestyle until recently. Now 19 years old and facing the 
possibility of adult lock up, he asked for my help. 

I was glad he remembered our Tuesday get to-
gether and felt sure he’d show up. Knowing him and 

his family well, I had actually made arrangements for 
Korry and was looking forward to seeing him. But he 
would never see another Tuesday. That encounter was 
the last time I saw him alive.

Sitting at the shrine hoping the next deep breath 
would bring relief, I felt devastated. Korry wasn’t the 
first of our youth killed by gunfire, and sadly won’t be 
the last. I’m not sure why this particular loss hit me so 
hard. Perhaps it was last night’s images still turning in 
my mind—of the deeply saddened grandmother and 
pain-stricken younger brothers, relatives and friends 
at the county hospital when it was announced that he 
had not survived. Then the distraught mother’s cry, 
“My baby’s gone!”

Near the shrine my eye caught one of the two new 
blue spruce trees planted a few weeks ago. It brought 
some comfort. You see, these two trees have their 
own story. Another youth I had worked with, whose 
lifestyle like Korry’s was unruly and at times violent, 
had been on the other side of a murder. Involved in 
the death of a rival gang member, Lincoln—though 
he had not committed the murder—was arrested and 

Death and Life Go On and On
by Fr. Denny Kinderman, c.pp.s., pbmr

PBMR neighbor praying at shrine
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sentenced to prison because he was implicated by be-
ing involved when it happened. 

I was there when Lincoln graduated from a spe-
cial education school—and as normal in his life his 
grandmother came late and missed it. His mother had 
been murdered years ago and his grandmother was 
his legal guardian. Lincoln was one of the first youth 
to be involved in our founding of the Precious Blood 
Center, located at that time at 47th and Damen. He was 
also involved in a small street gang calling themselves 
Pimp Set on 49th Place. When we moved the Center to 
our present location, he helped with the painting and 
setting things up. During his incarceration we stayed 
in touch. He had written to me that he was determined 
to turn his life around when he got out. 

A year and a half ago he was released from prison 
and now at age 30 lives with his sister in a different 
neighborhood; his grandmother had passed during his 
time in prison. He got a decent job at a nursery and a 
few weeks ago told me that there were two 7-foot blue 
spruce trees the nursery would donate. With his help 
and some of our neighbors, the trees were delivered, 
holes dug, and trees planted in our peace garden all on 
one beautiful morning in the Back of the Yards neigh-
borhood. That’s the story of one of our youth, Lincoln, 
who turned his life around—and today he is alive.

Death and life at the Precious Blood Center have 
taught me that all blood is precious. As it pours out 
in our streets, it is precious. As it keeps one alive 
through prison to freedom, it is precious. As it 
pumps through a wounded mother’s heart, it is pre-
cious. Even when it boil up in youth who live unruly, 
violent lives, it is still precious. 

There I sat that Labor Day morning in our peace 
garden gazing at the statue of Mary holding the lifeless 
body of her son. I recalled Korry’s mama Tawanda, 
looking through the glass window in the morgue to 
view her son’s lifeless body. Two mothers in faith hold-
ing on, trusting that this is not the end of the story. 
In the shade of an uprooted and replanted living blue 
spruce reminding me of Lincoln’s uprooted and re-
planted life, I could hold on and face that day and days 
that lie ahead like the never ending flow of trickling 
water. Our living and loving, even should we die, never 
comes to an end.

“We have to trust that the risk of loving is always 
worth taking.”- Henri Nouwen W

surprised and a touch nervous. He had always been 
resistant to integrating into the group. His interests 
were often different from the kids around him and he 
preferred to keep to himself. So the evening came and 
he got on stage and sang a popular song. He insisted 
on audience participation and made sure everyone was 
included. The whole camp rallied behind this perfor-
mance. They were singing and clapping and cheering 
him to succeed. In another community, I fear that this 
young man would have been faced with judgment and 
ridicule and would have been moved to the outskirts 
of society simply for being different. 

As I reflect upon my ministry at Choir Camp through 
the lens of Precious Blood spirituality, one main theme 
comes to mind. We are called to minister to an ever-
widening circle with open arms and warm hospitality. 
We are called to treat each individual we meet as if they 
are already a member of our beloved community—
loved, respected and trusted regardless of background. 
The definition of hospitality is “the friendly reception 
and treatment of guests and strangers.” Opening our 
homes and lives to guests and strangers can be over-
whelming and difficult. If you are like me, you think 
of all the things that must be done first such as clean-
ing and cooking. When it comes to camp, I think of 
all the packing and organizing that must be done first. 
But once I’m there, we have the opportunity to receive 
almost 100 young people into our Beloved Community. 
They start as guests and strangers but become dear 
friends through Christ. 

Whitney Houston reminded us thirty years ago: “The 
children are our future. Teach them well and let them 
lead the way.” I am blessed with the opportunity to 
teach young people about community and hospitality. 
About treating all people with respect—even the odd 
kid at school. Choir Camp helps both campers and staff 
believe in a community filled with love and equality, 
a place that truly welcomes those from the margins. I 
know this place exists. I am a Choir Camper. W

Find Us on the Web!
preciousbloodkc.org
Go there for:

Province Events
The Weekly Wine Press  
The New Wine Press

and more!

Choir Camp, continued from page 3
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When I tell people I work in Los Angeles I imagine 
their first impressions are the glamorous images of 
Hollywood and pristine beaches filled with tanned 
bodies—and then there’s all those cars. As I sit here 
and watch from my window, parents are bring-
ing their children to school this cool pre-autumnal 
morning. Cars, trucks, and hundreds of people 
pass through this corner of West Adams and South 
Vermont Avenue everyday. I ponder the significance 
of being a missionary in the midst of this massive 
morning movement of people—that really never 
stops but only intensifies in the morning light on this 
Southwest corner of the inner city of Los Angeles. 
I love being immersed in the masses of the faithful 
people of God who strive to live their lives of faith in 
the midst of seeming chaos. I wonder if this atmo-
sphere was not like the one that St. Gaspar loved 
when he went home to his beloved Rome, a city alive 
with the hustle and bustle of people thirsty for the 
Word that would stabilize their hectic lives.

I began discerning my call to serve as pastor at St. 
Agnes Parish in Los Angeles over three years ago when 

one of our missionaries sat down and told me frankly 
that I would be a perfect fit for the parish. At first, I 
brushed him off with false humility, but over a period 
of time he would remind of that invitation every 6 
months, sitting down with me again and renewing the 
invitation. Finally, the call came from my provincial to 
honestly consider the call. I visited St. Agnes while the 
former pastor was struggling with cancer and realized 
soon afterwards that the prophetic vision revealed to 
me three years earlier was an authentic call to the mis-
sion of serving at St. Agnes. 

I have been immersed in this massive circle of these 
people of God for a year and a half. It’s a diverse par-
ish, ethnically and culturally comprised of persons 
from North and Central America and Korea. Spanish 
and English are spoken often and often times to-
gether. I have yet to learn the Korean language; time 
has not afforded me the study and we are blessed 
with a Jesuit priest from Korea, Fr. Choi. The parish is 
mainly first generation immigrants and their families. 
Parishioners run the gamut of economic classes. With 
enough income to survive but not enough to save, the 

Pondering Missionary Life in LA
by Fr. David Matz, c.pp.s., Pastor of St. Agnes Parish, Los Angeles

Fr. David Matz and altar servers wait to begin Mass at St. Agnes Parish



  October 2016  •   The New Wine Press  •  11 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles considers us a marginal 
Church community. We may be considered marginal 
as a community but the majority of our community 
members are hard-working lower and middle class 
families striving to sustain their lives while wanting 
to advance them in the midst the second largest met-
ropolitan area in the United States, where constant 
economic, urban and political challenges often deter 
them but never defeat them.

The St. Agnes community finds its voice and 
strength in their faith and in their community when 
it gathers. Together they have a rich history of work-
ing for justice within its neighborhood. Many of 
our parishioners are catechists and leaders in our 
faith community. We have a parochial school where 
235 students are served. Every Sunday in the midst 
of the 7 masses we celebrate we can see up to 2500 
persons. We have a well-developed religious educa-
tion program which centers around the sacraments. 
And many parish groups have formed to address the 
needs of our youth and adults, young and old. 

I have been privileged and honored to be included 
within the massive circle of this community. It can 
appear at first to be overwhelming, but what stabi-
lizes me is the people’s lived faith and the constant 
invitation to be in relationship with them everyday. 
At times it seems to never stop—from the very begin-
ning of the day. 

Shortly after I arrived, I noticed that a community 
of street people would pitch their tents every night 
on one side of the Church building. Eventually they 
moved to the entrance of the Church and slept there 
overnight. Parishioners would demand that I get rid 
of the “vermin that have infested our Church.” I was 
shocked by their words—but I also secretly identified 
with them! I would respond to them while challeng-
ing my own thoughts, “Aren’t these the people of 
God?” “Aren’t we suppose to see the face of Christ in 
the poor?” I used this moment not to call the police, 
but as an opportunity to show how developing a rela-
tionship with the street people can actually be more 
effective than ridding our church of this “vermin.”

I developed a routine. Upon returning from the gym 
at 6:30 a.m., I would walk around the Church and 

wake them up to get them to move on. At first they 
complained because I was new, but what resulted was a 
relationship—especially with two of them, Grecos and 
Kenneth. During weekly and Sunday Masses, I would 
often refer to our guests through homilies. At first I 
did not speak favorably of them, but as time developed 
our relationships, my thoughts and my interactions 
with them changed the quality of the relationship with 
me and with the community. They became friends, 
and even more so, community members who pro-
tected the Church from vandals. About a month ago, 
however, they disappeared. To this day, I don’t know 
what happened to them or where they went. I only 
know that two brothers of our community are no lon-
ger around and they are missed. 

There are so many more stories that have yet to be 
relayed and so many needs that have yet to be ad-
dressed here on this corner in Los Angeles. We, the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood are here, and have 
been for 40 years. As for myself, Timothy Gutheridge 
and Dien Troung, we will be here for a while longer 
ministering to the diverse group of people who make 
up St. Agnes. I love being a member in the midst of 
this massive group we call the People of God and I’m 
grateful that our charism of reaching out to the poor 
and being inclusive are realized here.

This has been but a brush stroke of our parish here 
at St. Agnes and only one moment of a beginning of a 
day in the life of a missionary of the Precious Blood. 
I hope you can now imagine another impression of a 
day in the life of the people of God in Los Angeles. W

Palm Sunday at St. Agnes Parish
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Vocations

My name is Matt Perez. I am 46 years old, and I 
am currently living in the Initial Formation House in 
Chicago. I have been blessed to have this opportunity 
to live and discern my calling to the priesthood with 
the Missionaries of the Precious Blood. In August of 
2015, I entered into the House of Discernment here 
in Chicago. I began attending classes at St. Xavier 
University in the fall of 2015. Being an older student, I 
was challenged with having to learn what student life 
is like all over again. While taking classes at St. Xavier 
University I met many new friends and was able to 
blend in with students more than half my age. I enjoy 
learning about philosophy, the study of the search for 
truth. What I have taken away from philosophy so far 
is to ask open-ended questions, keep an open mind, 
be a more critical thinker, and understand that there 
is more to the text than what is presented there. This is 
mostly taken from Plato’s writings concerning Socrates. 
These practices are applied to my daily life in conversa-
tions with fellow students, friends, people I meet, and 
housemates. The study of philosophy has also taught 
me persistence, inquisitiveness, and to have better lis-
tening skills while in conversations with others.

I have also formed a great relationship with Greg 
Evers, a fellow candidate in Initial Formation. Greg and 
I have shared thoughts, ideas, and time in prayer. We 
also get the chance to carpool to school and make time 
to share conversations over dinner—which at times 
can end up in philosophical conversations over classes 
we share. It is always enlightening to be able to discern 
with someone like Greg, who is near completion of his 
degree in Philosophy. He is a great example of what it is 
to live peacefully in communion with others.

The bond of charity in brotherhood is one of 
the many things that intrigued me to explore the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood. At this time, I 
experience the bond of charity through community 
life. We in community life give of ourselves by cooking 
for each other, supporting each other in homework, 
and picking up the slack in household chores when the 
other is occupied. This is becoming the family unity I 
was looking for, which is centered in Christ. Through 
the mission of St. Gaspar our founder, we can live in 
brotherhood through the bond of charity by caring 
for one another and helping support the needs of our 

brothers. I find 
this in my com-
munity life in the 
formation house. I 
am inspired by our 
community living 
when we all come 
together for Mass 
and meal times, 
time set aside 
for us to be able 
to share in each 
other’s lives.

This past June 
I officially en-
tered into the Initial Formation Program. I am back 
in Chicago in my second year at St. Xavier University. 
I am very excited this year to have Michael Kirkland 
living and discerning with us in Initial Formation. We 
have also been blessed with Father Lac Pham, our new 
Initial Formation Director. He has inspired me with 
his devotion to Precious Blood community life and his 
reverence to the Mass. 

Upon coming back from summer break we had the 
opportunity to go on retreat in Maria Stein, Ohio. 
From the retreat I was able to learn more about the his-
tory of our community through Father Al Naseman’s 
presentations and sharing. However, what I came to 
realize about Precious Blood spirituality came through 
our gathering for daily Mass. In the breaking of bread 
and prayers, and in the sharing of the cup, I came to 
realize that my sharing in the cup becomes more fully 
lived in my apostolic work with the youth at St. Thomas 
the Apostle in Chicago. Youth ministry allows me to 
share the Gospel, and live it more completely, through 
being an example of love and sacrifice for my students. 
I strive to always be a man of my word with the youth, 
I strive to let my yes mean yes, and my no mean no, 
and I strive to be a whole person for the sake of the 
students. I live the example of reconciliation by always 
sharing in the Word with them, and being an example 
of forgiveness—the example of my own father, Pete 
Perez, who always left the door open to his children 
and never let his children down. W 

Forming a Missionary Life
by Matt Perez, Precious Blood Candidate

Matt Perez
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Let us serve God
with holy joy.

- St. Gaspar del Bufalo
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Is God calling you to a Precious Blood life?

Discernment Retreat
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For men discerning a vocation as a Precious Blood priest or brother. 
Contact Fr. Timothy Armbruster, c.pp.s., 

vocations@preciousbloodkc.org for more information.


