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The Society of the Precious Blood is a fraternal community of 

priests and brothers founded by St. Gaspar in . Bonded through 

charity by a promise of fidelity, we are prayerfully motivated by the 

spirituality of the precious blood of Jesus Christ to serve the needs 

of the Church as discerned through the signs of the times and in the 

light of the Gospel.

The Kansas City Province—incorporated members, covenanted 

companions, and candidates—united in prayer, service and mutual 

support, characterized by the tradition of its American predeces-

sors, are missionaries of these times with diverse gifts and minis-

tries. In a spirit of joy, we strive to serve all people—especially the 

poor—with care and compassion, hope and hospitality.

The New Wine Press seeks to remain faithful to the charism of our 

founder, St. Gaspar, and the spirituality of the Blood of Christ with 

its emphasis on reconciliation, renewal and refounding. We accept 

and encourage unsolicited manuscripts and letters to the editor.
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Endorsements
by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s., Publications Editor

Pope Francis’ visit to the United States was a remarkable journey, with many 
great presentations and events that unpacked a powerful message to our coun-
try. The response was overwhelming as well, however there was one story in the 
midst of it that seemed out of place: a private audience with a Kentucky county 
clerk in the midst of a political struggle. Kim Davis’ attorney claimed Pope 
Francis asked her to come to Washington in order to give her a personal mes-
sage of support (and a rosary). The Vatican did not deny the meeting took place, 
but it seemed out of character for him to single out a non-Catholic culture 
warrior. Her position on gay marriage, of unilaterally denying same sex couples 
marriage licenses in opposition to the recent Supreme Court ruling, seemed out 
of place with the mainstream of the Pope’s message of welcome and dialogue.

As the facts unfolded, it became clear she was one of many who saw him 
briefly at the Nunciature, invited by a Vatican official in the U.S., and the Pope 
probably didn’t know who she was or what she stood for. After returning to 
Rome, he said his visit with her did not indicate endorsement of her position, 
and the only person he saw for an extended period of time in private was a 
former student and his same sex partner. The endorsement faded in value, the 
Kentucky county clerk’s 15 minutes of fame has ended (hopefully), and the main 
story of Pope Francis’ mission goes on.

It is tempting to base our Christian mission, both individually and collec-
tively, in finding celebrity endorsements, a big name that gives us credibility 
and license to promote our own agendas under a larger banner. Drop the name, 
and we become more important, deflect criticism, give ourselves a special glow 
in reflected glory. The endorsement gives our egos a chance to hide from sight 
while working their will. It makes us part of a constellation, puts our star in the 
heavens near a bright one, so people will see where we are, pay attention to how 
we shine.

Gaspar did not seem to need endorsements beyond the original commission 
of Pope Pius vii to found the community and minister to the countryside. The 
best testimony to the value of the mission was the work they were doing: reach-
ing out to the nearby villages, fostering reconciliation and spiritual renewal, 
advocating for education, promoting and working for peace. His pr was focused 
on the Blood of Christ, not the collection of luminaries he could recruit to his 
cause. The testimony he gave Pope Leo xii in 1824 to plead for the continuation 
of the Institute was the work it was doing, not the celebrities who endorsed it. 

Endorsements are limited: they last only as long as the authority of the en-
dorser, and if acquired under forced circumstances, become useless, a fraud. As 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood, we need no celebrity endorsement, not even 
from a Pope sympathetic to our cause. The Blood of Christ is what we live and 
proclaim, and its power will inevitably propel the message through our efforts 
without further assistance. Our value as a community is more about who we 
support than who we can get to support us. ◆
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Leadership

Service
by Fr. Richard Bayuk, c.pp.s., Vice-provincial Director

On the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, the gospel reading gave us Jesus’ 
take on leadership: “…whoever wishes to be great among you will be your 
servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For 
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve….” This was partly 
in response to the request of two of his disciples to be seated in places of 
honor with Jesus when he came “into power.”

These are familiar words, and most of us admire people who can put 
them into practice, even as we acknowledge the struggle within us to do 
so ourselves. As one writer, Alyce M. McKenzie, stated, “Within our hearts 
are both humility and arrogance, respect for others and a desire to outshine 
them, a desire to serve and a craving to be served. The one you feed wins.”

During his recent trip to the United States, Pope Francis told the 
Congress: “Let us treat others with the same passion and compassion with 
which we want to be treated. Let us seek for others the same possibilities, 
which we seek for ourselves. Let us help others to grow, as we would like to 
be helped ourselves. In a word, if we want security, let us give security; if 
we want life, let us give life; if we want opportunities, let us provide oppor-
tunities. The yardstick we use for others will be the yardstick which time 
will use for us.”

Following his historic address, the Pope had been invited to lunch with 
Congressional leaders. He turned down that invitation to eat instead at a 
Catholic Charities’ center that serves the homeless in Washington, D.C. 
There were reports that the organization had originally wanted to invite 
major donors to the luncheon to meet the Pope. But instead, most of the 
crowd was the homeless who eat at this center on a regular basis. And the 
Pope met with them, sat with them, and ate with them.

I believe that much of what causes people to admire Pope Francis as 
a leader is his ability to feed the humility, respect for others, and desire 
to serve which reside within him. He reminds me of the late Bishop Ken 
Untener of the Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan, who at his installation hom-
ily began with these words: “My name is Ken, and I’m going to be your 
waiter, and I’m going to serve you for a long time.” As it turned out, he died 
at a relatively young age of leukemia, but by all accounts was a servant-
bishop until the end. And greatly loved and followed because of it.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was obviously a leader in the Civil Rights 
Movement, but his way of exercising that leadership was shaped by his 
primary vocation as a minister of the gospel. Two months before his death, 
in a homily titled, “The Drum Major Instinct,” he preached these words: 
“[Jesus says] keep feeling the need for being important. Keep feeling the 
need for being first. But I want you to be first in love. I want you to be 
first in moral excellence. I want you to be first in generosity. That is what I 

continued on page 4
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Vocations

National Vocation Awareness Week is the first week 
of November. As this week encouraged each of us 
to celebrate and promote vocations through prayer 
and education, I challenge you to continue to share 
what it means to live a Precious Blood way of life. At 
some point in our ministry, we have all been asked to 
share our vocation story. How about this time as we 
speak about vocations we share what it means to be a 
Missionary of the Precious Blood? How do we live a 
Precious Blood way of life? What sets us apart from 
other religious communities?

As Missionaries of the Precious Blood, we are min-
isters of reconciliation and renewal. We are preachers 
of the word and ambassadors of reconciliation. Our 
charism and spirituality of the Precious Blood is lived 
out in all that we do. As we seek new members we are 
mindful of the gift and talents each of us brings. We 
are seeking those who in their lives have heard God’s 
call to ministry. We are seeking those who are commit-
ted to serving the needs of others, and to be ministers 
of reconciliation and renewal. We seek those who have 
an interest and are committed to social justice issues. 
We seek those who wish to live a communal lifestyle 
that supports one another in our ministry

In celebrating this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis will 
open the Holy Door of St. Peter’s on December 8, the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. As Pope Francis 
said, “On that day, the Holy Door will become a Door 
of Mercy through which anyone who enters will ex-
perience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and 
instills hope.”  The Holy Door of St. Peter’s is truly a 
work of art; I recall seeing it when I first visited Rome 
in 1998. I remember our tour guide saying something 
about its significance and that it would be opened for 
the Jubilee Year in 2000. When we were in Rome this 
summer for our 200th anniversary, I made it a point 
to stop and take a picture of the door. Once I returned 
home, I had the opportunity to study the Door more 
fully. The Holy Door was cast in bronze by Vico 
Consorti in 1950. Prior to this, the Holy Door used 
to be wooden. It is also known as “Door of the Great 
Pardon.” The Door’s panels portray scenes of human-
ity’s sin and consequent redemption through the 

mercy of God: Jesus opens the door of new life to the 
woman who is sinful but can love; Jesus tells Peter that 
one must forgive seventy times seven times. Through 
baptism, Jesus permits us to join His People; He comes 
to seek us when we go astray, just as a shepherd goes 
to look for His lost sheep; He welcomes us at the door 
just as the father welcomes the prodigal son. The Holy 
Door symbolizes redemption of our sins and starting a 
new life. 

In reflecting upon this upcoming Year of Mercy and 
our ministry of reconciliation, we as Missionaries of 
the Precious Blood still have a great gift to offer the 
church. We are a people who live a Precious Blood way 
of life. May we make our ministry known to others 
and continue to invite others to join us in the ministry 
of God’s love and mercy. ◆

Vocation in Year of Mercy
by Fr. Timothy Armbruster, c.pp.s., Regional Vocation Director

want you to do…. And so Jesus gave us a new norm of 
greatness.… By giving that definition of greatness, it 
means that everybody can be great, because everybody 
can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to 
serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your 
verb agree to serve.… You only need a heart full of 
grace, a soul generated by love. And you can be that 
servant.”

In the book Tuesdays With Morrie, author Mitch 
Albom recounts an occasion when Morrie was at a 
college basketball game surrounded by fans cheer-
ing loudly, “We’re number one! We’re number one!” 
Albom writes: “Morrie is sitting nearby. He is puzzled 
by the cheer. At one point, in the midst of ‘We’re num-
ber one!’ he rises and yells, ‘What’s wrong with being 
number two?’ The students look at him. They stop 
chanting. He sits down, smiling and triumphant.”

Now this may not resonate well with fans of the 
Kansas City Royals this week as the team pursues a 
place in the World Series, nor with the current myr-
iad of candidates for President of the United States. 
Greatness and service mean different things to differ-
ent people. And sometimes their definitions compete 
within us. We get to chose which ones we will feed. ◆

Leadership, continued from page 3
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Precious Blood Volunteers

Kara McNamara and Nora O’Connell, two of our 
former volunteers, were in Kansas City a couple of 
months ago to take part in the Companions Young 
Adult Task Force. During their stay we had the op-
portunity to visit St. James Place where Nora worked 
for more than half a year. She was able to catch up with 
people she served at St. James and ended up going to 
lunch with members of St. James staff. It was good 
for Nora to have some time to visit with her former 
coworkers, especially with one lady who volunteered 
in the food pantry and was upset with Nora because 
she heard a false rumor that Nora had come to Kansas 
City earlier in the year and didn’t say hello to her. 

While Nora was visiting with her former coworkers 
I was blessed with a conversation with Kara. We spent 
time talking about her experience in Crownpoint, 
her return visit there earlier this year, and her life 
and work following her time as a Precious Blood 
Volunteer. Kara reflected on the motivation some-
one should ideally have when entering into a service 
experience such as Precious Blood Volunteers. She 
summed it up by using a quote from an Australian 
Aboriginal activist group: “If you have come here to 
help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have 
come because your liberation is bound up with mine, 
then let us work together.”

This idea that working for someone else’s freedom 
from the chains that bind is work that frees our own 
bonds, fits well with Precious Blood Spirituality. It calls 
us into work with others who are held down by institu-
tions and structures that cause people to suffer because 
of their race, ethnicity, immigration status, gender, 
health, income level, or sexual orientation. It calls us to 
walk with people who suffer because of loss, violence, 
abuse, accidents, and tragedy. 

As Christians, and especially as people of the 
Precious Blood, we are called to be with people who 
are suffering. Robert Schreiter puts it well by writing “a 
spirituality of the Blood is a spirituality that seeks out 
those who live on the margins of society and chooses 
to dwell with them.” The spirituality of the Blood calls 
us to place our selves, our time, our resources, and our 
energies with people who are suffering.

Precious Blood Volunteers takes our mission from 
this call of Precious Blood Spirituality. We are putting 

people directly in the midst of people who are suf-
fering. It gives our volunteers an opportunity to be a 
part of liberating others and themselves. The examples 
of our volunteers who have served over the last few 
years have born witness to this lived spirituality of the 
Blood. 

I think about our volunteers in New Mexico who 
spent their service time sharing their gifts and talents 
with the people of the Navajo Nation. Our volunteers 
who have worked in health care placements were not 
only part of the healing process, but were also simply 
being with people who are sick, lonely, and afraid. In 
other placements such as Catholic Charities in the Bay 
Area, St. James Place in Kansas City, and the Pacific 
Center in Berkeley, California, our volunteers have 
given of themselves in service to new immigrants, the 
hungry, and those marginalized because of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. In all of these cases, our 
volunteers have noted how their eyes and hearts were 
freed to see God’s presence in the people they served. 

I am working on recruiting new volunteers for the 
next year. My travels have taken me to volunteer fairs 
at Notre Dame, DePaul, Loyola-Chicago, Lewis, John 
Carroll, Xavier, Dayton, Marian, Creighton, and 
St. Louis University. I was also able to spend a full day 
at St. Joseph’s College in Rensselaer visiting with staff 
members from campus ministry, the career center, and 
the education department as well as a student. During 
these visits I was able to visit with several of our former 
volunteers and had a helping hand at Dayton from 
Kara McNamara and Nora  O’Connell. If you visit our 
website, www.preciousbloodvolunteers.org,  you can 
find stories about our volunteers, links to other Precious 
Blood resources, and information about volunteering.

We are all called to help liberate others. Isaiah 58:6 
says: “Is this not, rather, the fast that I choose: releas-
ing those bound unjustly, untying the thongs of the 
yoke; Setting free the oppressed, breaking off every 
yoke?” As we all set about this sacred task, I ask you 
to help recruit more Precious Blood Volunteers to join 
the great work of liberation.

Unbinding Other’s Chains
by Timothy Deveney, Director of Precious Blood Volunteers
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Fr. Barry Fischer, Moderator General of the Society of 
the Precious Blood, traveled to Vietnam in January 2007 
to officially elevate the Vietnam Project of the Kansas 
City Province to the level of a Mission in the Society. 
At the Founding Mass, he said in his homily: “Our 
Congregation contributes to the renewal of the Church 
through the Ministry of the Word. Gaspar dreamt of 
having a thousand tongues to go throughout the whole 
world preaching the Good News of God’s redeeming 
love. Today our missionaries preach in many tongues, in 
English, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Polish, Croatian, 
German, Tamil, Swahili, and today we add Vietnamese!” 

It was the work of many years to bring this day about. 
In many ways, it began when Precious Blood Seminary 
accepted Lac Pham, high school seminarian who fled af-
ter the fall of Saigon, as a student. During Lac’s formation 

in Chicago, he found a kindred spirit in another refugee: 
Dien Truong, a former South Vietnamese Air Force pilot, 
who entered formation in 1988. Lac was ordained a priest 
in 1989 and Dien became a priest in 1997; both served 
many years in parish ministry in Precious Blood parishes.

In October 1995, Lac expressed an interest in mission-
ary ministry, a desire to return to Vietnam and assist 
in a refugee ministry with those who fled as he did as a 
young boy in the fall of Saigon in 1975. The Provincial 
Council asked him to undertake a study to determine 
whether there was a call for the Precious Blood charism 
in Vietnam. 

On July 18, 1997, the Community held a sending ritual 
at St. Francis Xavier Church in St. Joseph, Missouri as Lac 
left for a four to five month stay in Vietnam. During that 

Vietnam Mission: Expanding the Charism
by Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s., Provincial Director

Pledged candidates Hao Pham Xuan, Hoa Vu Thai, and Ky Phun Vu. Fr. Dien Truong, Fr. Joe Nassal and Fr. Lac Pham are joined by priests 
from the local diocese in Saigon.
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time, he traveled 
to various dioceses 
meeting with sev-
eral bishops. 

Lac returned 
to meet with the 
Provincial Council 
in March 1998, to 
discuss his experi-
ence in Vietnam, 
his meetings with 
bishops and his 
projections for 
the future. In his 
presentation, Lac 

reviewed geographical and diocesan statistics, societal 
and political background, dioceses where he considered a 
fit with the c.pp.s. charism and spirituality. 

In September 1998, the first Vietnam Project budget 
was approved, and in October 1998, Fr. Lac suggested 
the community set up “a non-profit organization…to 
sponsor the Vietnamese students.” To educate the com-
munity about Vietnam, Fr. Lac wrote a series of articles in 
The New Wine Press.The Province gave “a vote of confi-
dence to continue the Vietnam Project” and “authorized 
the Provincial Council to spend up to $75,000 for the 
purpose of acquiring a place of formation in Vietnam for 
candidates for our community” at the 2000 Assembly. At 
the 2006 Provincial Assembly, the members voted unani-
mously to “petition the Moderator General, his council, 

and the major superiors of the congregation, to raise our 
presence in Vietnam to the level of a mission.”

Lac became the first director of the mission, and Dien 
was the initial director of formation. Three men became 
pledged candidates at the mission’s elevation, followed by 
three more in February 2015. At the 2012 Assembly, the 
Province voted funds to build a house of formation in Ho 
Chi Minh City. Xavier House was completed in 2014. 

Nhan Bui was the first seminarian from the Vietnam 
Mission to be definitively incorporated in 2008. Three 
more—Loi Nguyen, Tam Hoang, and Truc Minh Vu—
came to the United States in 2010 to continue their stud-
ies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. They were 
definitively incorporated at the 2012 Provincial Assembly. 
In the summer of 2014, Tam Hoang returned to Vietnam 
to finish his studies at the Jesuit University in Ho Chi 
Minh City. He also was appointed director of vocation 
ministry for the Vietnam Mission.

On June 20, 2015, Bishop Charron ordained Truc Vu to 
the priesthood at St. Francis Xavier Church in 
St. Joseph, Missouri, and he returned to Vietnam in July 
2015 to assist the new director of the mission, Fr. Dien 
Truong, with sacramental ministry for the mission. 
Fr. Lac Pham was granted a well-deserved sabbatical 
through the summer of 2016. Deacons Loi Nguyen and 
Nhan Bui are scheduled to be ordained to the priesthood 
on December 12, 2015, and will return to Vietnam in early 
2016. We anticipate Tam Hoang will be ordained to the 
diaconate in 2016. We are most grateful for the steadfast 
spirit of all of our missionaries from the Vietnam Mission 
who continue to make Gaspar’s dream of “a thousand 
tongues” a vibrant reality in Southeast Asia. ◆

Dominic Nhan Bui, c.pp.s.

Fr. Lac Pham, c.pp.s., Fr. Truc Vu, c.pp.s., Tam Hoang, c.pp.s., Loi Nguyen, c.pp.s. and Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s.  in 2013
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While the news agencies covered Pope Francis’s 
visit to the United States, very few noticed that he also 
came to Notre Dame de Sion High School in Kansas 
City, Missouri. In preparation for his visit (via live 
streaming)  the students were excited to meet Pope 
Francis as he addressed the joint session of Congress 
in Washington, D.C. Through the Ignatian Spirituality 
Network, teachers had access to lesson plans and back-
ground materials, as well as from the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. The Jesuit group gave 
Bingo cards full of phrases attached to the tenets of 
Catholic Social Justice, such as: immigration reform, 
stewardship of the environment, dignity of the hu-
man person, etc. As the entire school watched Pope 
Francis through live streaming, class representatives 

were chosen to sit at tables and listen carefully for 
those phrases. Bingo became “blackout,” because Pope 
Francis used every phrase when calling on Congress to 
enact legislation to protect the poor and vulnerable, in 
every aspect from conception to wise stewardship of 
the environment. 

Notre Dame de Sion’s technology team also set up 
a screen with live streaming of Twitter, so students 
could interact during the speech. Some found the 
transcript of Pope Francis’s speech, while others lis-
tened intently to his very deliberate English, and they 
tweeted. “Best. Pope. Ever.” “Build no walls. Take note 
Donald Trump.” Students were also keenly aware of 
the school’s mission to create spaces for dialogue and 
interfaith discussion. Tweets increased dramatically 

Pope Francis Inspires Kansas City
 by Bonnie Haghirian

Editor’s Note: Pope Francis’ speech to the United States Congress inspired many “Watch Parties,” for groups to 
gather, listen and be inspired by the speech. Bonnie Haghirian is a member of a Precious Blood Parish, St. James 
Parish in Kansas City, Missiouri. She also teaches theology at Notre Dame de Sion High School. We asked Bonnie 
to reflect on the speech in relation to the students’ reactions. We have also included quotes—“tweets”—from the 
students on social media.

Scenes from Notre Dame de Sion as students watched Pope Francis’ address to Congress.
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when Pope Francis said that there “must be dialogue” and we must not practice “reductionism where things are 
either righteous or sin.” 

Some students said that Francis is indeed a “Pope for all people” because he relates so well to everyone regardless 
of their faith. Students recalled that he asked non-believers for their good wishes rather than prayers. 

When Pope Francis spoke of Martin Luther King, some of the students who had visited Memphis last spring 
cheered, remembering their trip to the Civil Rights Museum and seeing the place where Dr. King was assassi-
nated. Pope Francis mention of Dorothy Day as a role model to emulate brought a great deal of applause, since all 
our sophomore Theology classes study her life and see the movie, Entertaining Angels. Later, in class discussions, 
students in the Catholic Traditions class wondered if his mention of Miss Day indicated a step toward her formal 
canonization. 

When the Pope spoke of immigration, students responded with applause, knowing that immigration reform 
is needed very much. Sophomore students often trace their family migration path to the United States, and all 
students are attuned to the blessings of diversity within the student body and the community at large. A student 
recognized this with her tweet, quoting Pope Francis : “We the people of this continent are not fearful of foreigners 
because we were once foreigners.” Later, in class discussions, students were pleased that Francis included himself as 
a person of the Americas. 

At the end of the speech, students said they felt the Pope had been with us in person. All that was missing was the 
opportunity to take a selfie with him and to give him a hug. One student quoted the founder of the Congregation 
of Notre Dame de Sion, Theodore Ratisbonne. He said, “We must have hearts bigger than the world.” A final Tweet 
summed it up: “This Pope has a heart larger than the world.”  ◆
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I’m involved in Campus ministry now, and when I 
started asking questions about Confession last spring, 
I asked the kids on campus as well. The response I got 
was similar to my general queries: few replied, and not 
enough for any great conclusions, but enough anec-
dotal data to give a little insight.

Avila University is a liberal arts university sponsored 
by the Sisters of Saint Joseph Carondelet. The enroll-
ment is over 2000, with around 350 students living on 
campus. Campus Ministry has 60+ students on grant, 
and is led by a team of four (myself included), two of 
whom are full time and two part time. It tries to serve 
the entire campus community, including the needs of 
non-Catholic and non-Christian students. We estimate 
that one quarter to one third of the Catholic students 
on campus participate in the sacraments we offer, al-
though with a large suburban parish a block and a half 
from campus, we have no sure way of knowing how 
many go to Mass and Confession there. We have two 
Masses per week on campus, one on Sunday morning 
and one Wednesday afternoon, one communal pen-
ance service during Lent, and I am generally available 
for Confession on request. 

The students who replied to me said they gener-
ally go to Confession from 2-6 times a year, and their 
preparation usually includes time for prayer. Their 
expectations of Confession are similar to those of the 
parent’s and grandparent’s generation: 

“To feel free when I am finished like I have been for-
given for the wrong things I have done, to get advice 
from the priest on how I can change myself so I don’t 
continuously commit the same sins over and over, to 
be truly sorry for my sins, and do grow in relationship 
with God.”

“A good conversation with the priest. Not just go in 
and say my sins. Talk about life.”

One of my students, who has been in Catholic edu-
cation from the beginning, said this about Confession 
in general:

“To me, Confession is a really comfortable, even 
relaxing, experience. I also find it incredibly freeing. I 
always walk away from Confession feeling completely 
renewed and overwhelmed with unexplainable joy. 
My experiences with Confession consist mostly of just 
me sitting down with a priest and talking to them on 
a pretty casual basis. I tell the priest what I’ve been 
struggling with lately and how it makes me feel, and he 

provides 
me with 
some re-
ally good 
advice as 
to how to 
improve. 
It’s more of 
a conversa-
tion than 
a confes-
sion. I 
think most 
people see 
Confession 
as this 
situation 
in which 
they just 
sit down 
and rattle off a list of sins and then the priest tells them 
their penance, and they walk away. For me, it’s more 
of an in-depth conversation focused on how I can be 
the kind of person I wish to be. I don’t feel judged at 
all. I always feel the priest’s support; they truly listen to 
you and understand your struggles—after all, they are 
humans, too.”

From my experience on campus and in parishes 
when young people come, I find their attitudes and ex-
pectations are very similar to the other post-Vatican ii 
generations. There are some who are more traditional 
in their practice, however they seem to be in the same 
proportion as the generations ahead of them. Recent 
Catholic education has stressed Confession more in 
recent years, but beyond high school, I haven’t seen 
more participation from that age group compared to 
other age groups.

Does Confession have value for the Millennial and 
post-Millennial generations? I would say yes, for the 
same reasons it has value for all of us, and for much 
the same reason: an encounter with the Real Presence 
of Christ the Healer. It seems to be what the young 
people I minister with are looking for. ◆

Report on Confession from Campus
by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s., Publications Editor



  November 2015  •   The New Wine Press  •  11 

PBMR: the New Creation

Another mass shooting on our college campuses: 
too common an occurrence. Closer to home, five were 
shot last week a block from the Precious Blood Center: 
a mother and grandmother died, an 11-month-old 
baby injured, and two young men seriously wounded. 
One of the young men, Paris, just graduated from a 
university in Iowa and was part of the Precious Blood 
Center since his early years in high school. He was 
one of the leaders of our summer program only two 
months back. While he is physically ok, the trauma 
has had an impact on his life. When I questioned him 
about how he was doing—not physically, but men-
tally—his response was almost a resignation to that’s 
just how things are here in the neighborhood. Being a 
black male in this neighborhood comes at a great risk. 
The violence and trauma that so many experience as a 

matter of fact seems only to bring responses of harsher 
penalties for those who commit crime.  

That leads me to Nigel. Nigel is a 16-year-old who has 
a smile that lights up the room. As one acquaintance 
noted, he doesn’t smile much, but when he does, it is 
cheek to cheek. Nigel is like many of our youth; he has 
endured more than any sixteen year old should have 
to. He has found himself in many of a tough situation. 
He has made bad choices and has been locked up eight 
times. Each time he vows to make a change. He tries, 
but hasn’t been able to pull it together. 

Nigel is a regular at pbmr, and while there have been 
moments of success, by his own admission, he hasn’t 
been able to turn that corner. So when a representative 
from Sail for Justice came to our Restorative Justice 
Café and asked if there was a kid I could suggest who 

Setting Sail
by Fr. Dave Kelly, c.pp.s.., Director of pbmr

Nigel during his Sail for Justice training.



12  •   The New Wine Press  •  November 2015

PBMR: the New Creation
might benefit from a “once in a lifetime program,” I 
was listening. 

This stranger went on to talk to me about teaching 
them that there is a world waiting for them to find 
themselves and contribute to making this world a 
better place. First, of course, you’d have to help them 
discover their own goodness and talent. Then you 
have to break them loose from the streets and offer 
them an opportunity to prove that they were capable 
and strong. Outlandish is a word that comes to mind, 
foolhardy is another. 

Since September 26th, Nigel has been in Baltimore. 
The first week he participated in a retreat, and now he 
is training on smaller boats and taking part in a host 
of workshops and in-services, not only learning about 
himself and his fellow sailors, but about the world 
around him. They are learning to sail, work together 
as a team, and understand that the world is so much 
more than a few blocks on the south side of Chicago. 

October 13th they fly to Spain, board a 65’ sailboat, 
doing service projects while learning more about 
themselves, about sailing, and about teamwork as 
they travel the Mediterranean. On November 16th 

they will sail to the Canary Islands and take part in a 
sailboat race (sorry all you sailors) or regatta across the 
Atlantic to the Bahamas—a 2700 mile race. 

It is like a reality show, but it isn’t. I find myself, and 
I think this is true for all of us here at pbmr, thinking 
about Nigel a lot. He is able to text and call at times 
and there is a website and a Facebook page that allows 
us to follow Nigel and his teammates. The excitement 

spills over into the courts; I have probation officers, 
judges, and court personnel asking me about Nigel. A 
television crew came out to do an interview with him 
before he left and has since inquired about him saying 
that they want to do a follow-up story. 

This whole adventure has interrupted the heartache 
of violence and incarceration. There needs to be more 
programs, perhaps not sending kids across the world, 
but creating opportunities and experiences beyond 
incarceration and punishment. In talking to Mark 
Hunter, one of the organizers of this trip, he said, “You 
know this is less expensive than locking the kids up.” 

I wish we had more resources so we could embrace 
more Nigels and let them have the experience of being 
cared for, not by a program, but by a community. We 
worked hand in hand with Nigel’s mom who did (and 
is doing) everything in her power to support Nigel. “I 
had to talk to him like I normally talk to him,” she told 
me, “to make sure he sat down and focused.” 

Nigel will be ok; he will be a different person because 
of this incredible experience. While we can’t send all 
our youth to programs to such as Sail for Justice, we 
can intervene—with discipline, accountability and 
support. But it won’t happen until we decide to make 
it happen. It won’t happen until we admit that mass 
incarceration is morally and socially wrong. 

We invite you to follow Nigel along with us here at 
Precious Blood Center. I have included photos and 
website that will, undoubtedly, bring a smile to your 
face: www.sailfuture.org. ◆

Nigel and crewmates during his Sail for Justice training.

Nigel and crewmates during his Sail for Justice training.



On November 1st at Precious Blood Center, 
the Kansas City Province remembered in prayer 

members and companions who died during the past year.
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“Following the example and inspiration of Gaspar, 
our Precious Blood Community is called to fan 
into a flame the renewal today. He challenges me 
to not grow weary, but to stay energized about the 
mission of evangelization and renewal.”

Fr. Ron Will, C.PP.S. 
Pastor, St. Francis Xavier Parish 
St. Joseph, Missorui

How Does God call you 
to a Precious Blood life?


