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Stay Thirsty, My Friends
by Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s., Provincial Director

The following is the address from the Provincial Council Installation, June 1, 
2015, which was held at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City, Kansas.

I’m sure many of you are familiar with “the most interesting man in the 
world.” No, I’m not talking about Brother Daryl Charron—although the 
Precious Blood Volunteers a few years ago did give him that nickname after 
spending their orientation week at Precious Blood Center.

I’m talking about the character from the Dos Equis beer commercials. 
The character is a man in his 70s who, according to the voiceover has 
accomplished many daring exploits in his life. Some of his adventures are feats 
beyond belief—like wrestling a bear—while others are more offbeat and quirky 
like, “bowling overhand.” Another time he experiences an “awkward moment” 
just so he knows what it feels like. Another ad says, “If he were to pat you on 
your back, you would list it on your resume.” Still another has him surrounded 
by Tibetan Buddhists as the voice says, “Even monks have something to learn 
from him.” 

But there is one scene from the life of the most interesting man in the 
world that seems particularly appropriate for our province. He discovers the 
Fountain of Youth but doesn’t drink from it because he wasn’t thirsty. He 

Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s. speaking at the Installation of the Provincial Council
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evidently learned from that experience because each 
commercial concludes with the adventurer looking into 
the camera and saying, “Stay thirsty, my friends.”

Looking at a picture of the Kansas City Province, 
one would conclude that if we have discovered the 
Fountain of Youth, we haven’t been thirsty enough to 
drink from it. But I would propose that each time we 
accept the invitation of Jesus to drink from the cup 
of suffering and blessing at every Eucharist, we are 
sipping the elixir of eternal life; we are drinking from 
the fountain of God’s forgiving love; we are savoring 
the flavor of the liberation our loving God offers to 
us. How can we not feel younger? How can we not feel 
inebriated with redemption? How can we not feel the 
spirit enliven our souls?

We cannot if we’re not thirsty.

So I believe even Precious Blood missionaries have 
something to learn from the most interesting man in the 
world: “Stay thirsty, my friends.” The kind of thirst I’m 
talking about was captured in a speech Bobby Kennedy 
gave to the youth of South Africa a few years after the 
Kansas City Province was born 50 years ago. His brother, 
Edward Kennedy, quoted it in his eulogy for Bobby, 
when he said the way to address the problems we face “is 
to rely on youth—not a time of life but a state of mind, a 
temper of will, a quality of imagination, a predominance 
of courage over timidity, of the appetite for adventure 
over the love of ease.”

Are we as members, companions, and volunteers of 
the Kansas City Province willing to stay thirsty? We 
can talk all we want about 60 being the new 40 and 
70 being the new 50, but regardless of the age we have 
accumulated on our bodies, are we still willing to have a 
thirst for adventure?

The Genius of Jesus
There was a story in The Atlantic last summer that 

caught my attention. It had a picture of John Lennon 
and Paul McCartney on the cover under the headline: 
“How Genius Happens.” The author maintains that there 
is great power in “creative tension.” Focusing on Lennon 
and McCartney, the author writes, “The essence of their 
achievements, it turns out, was relational. If that seem 
far-fetched, it’s because our cultural obsession with the 
individual has obscured the power of the creative pair.”

Perhaps because we are not Jesuits, it is comforting to 
contemplate that the definition of genius has more to 
do with the relational than the intellectual. But it is also 
challenging because it reminds us how important it is to 
work together. Being able to live with the tensions can 
be creative not chaotic. Focusing on the relationship 
we share as brothers and sisters in the blood of Christ 
rather than on the differences that divide us allows 
us to drink in experiences of one another that have 
shaped our lives and brought us to this time in our lives. 
Allowing the power of the relationship in the bond of 
charity to keep us together affords us the opportunity 
to look to the future with a “quality of imagination, 
courage over timidity, and an appetite for adventure 
over the love of ease.”

We certainly sense this creative tension in the Gospel. 
When Jesus chose his inner circle, he called a couple of 
sets of brothers to be the core group of his coworkers—so 
there is certainly a blood bond of relationship and even 
friendship that unites them. But he also chose people of 
vastly different occupations and ideologies.

By the definition mentioned earlier, Jesus was a 
genius because one look at the apostles gives evidence 
he did not choose people with whom he agreed or who 
agreed with one another. For example, Matthew was a 
tax collector who protected the establishment, was paid 
by the institution to essentially betray his own people, 
until Jesus called him out of his IRS office to follow him. 
You recall how upset the religious elite were when Jesus 
went to Matthew’s house to celebrate with his friends 
Matthew’s new job opportunity. Jesus turned on them 
with the words Pope Francis has certainly underscored: 
“It is mercy I desire, not sacrifice.”

On the other extreme, there is Simon the Zealot, who 
by party affiliation believed in the violent overthrow 
of the Roman occupation. How difficult it must have 
been for Simon to hear Jesus’ words about turning the 
other cheek, going the extra mile, loving one’s enemies, 

and praying for those who persecute you. How uncomfortable those first 
meetings must have been when people from such different backgrounds 
and beliefs sat down to break bread together and tell the group a little about 
themselves. It’s like having Bernie Sanders and Ted Cruz over for dinner and 
a discussion on immigration.

Stay Thirsty
All of this suggests that part of what it means be “kingdom people,” to pray 

“thy kingdom come” and to live in such a way that the kingdom of God draws 
near, is the ability to hold in one’s heart inherent contradictions. At the center 
of a creative heart—also a prayerful heart—is the willingness to listen to those 
with whom we disagree. The Kingdom of God has something to do with that 
space within one’s heart where one holds the contradictions of one’s life. The 
genius of Jesus was to bring together those who disagreed—and some who 
disagreed with him—to find that common ground.

Of course, you know where that led: nailed to the cross between two 
criminals, one who harassed him and the other who hoped in him and found 
heaven as his reward. And ultimately, because of our human condition, that’s 
where our willingness to stand in the breach, to open that space within our 
hearts for those with whom we disagree, will lead us. Can we drink this cup 
that is bitter to the taste and difficult to swallow?

The smaller we get as a province the more noticeable our disagreements. 
And the tendency then is to shrink back into our corners, our individual 
ministries, our work and the people we serve, and leave the messy business of 
community to a chosen few. When we do this, we will be playing out the final 
scene of Samuel Beckett’s famous play, Waiting for Godot. You remember the 
two characters spend the play waiting desperately for someone named Godot 
who never shows up. In the final scene, one of the characters says to the other, 
“Let’s go.”

“Yes,” the other replies. “Let’s go.”
And the stage directions say they do not move.
May we be thirsty for a new future and be ready to embrace our future 

together. May we be willing to dialogue with one another and listen with open 
hearts to each of our hopes and dreams, hurts and disappointments; and to 
remember what Paulo Freire said about the kind of dialogue that is necessary 
to make reconciliation and renewal possible: “Dialogue cannot exist in the 
absence of a profound love for the world and for people.” 

This is at the heart of what it means to be creative and courageous, not timid 
and apathetic about the issues we face, the dreams we hold, the differences 
we have as brothers and sisters in the blood of Christ. Let us enter a dialogue 
about our future as we embark on the next 50 years of the Kansas City 
Province and the next 100 years of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood. Let 
us be bold and prophetic. Let us be imaginative and enthusiastic. Let us listen 
with understanding hearts and speak our truth with clarity. And always, let us 
be willing to enter this dialogue because we love one another and are willing to 
serve one another.

Stay thirsty, my friends. Stay thirsty for the blood of Christ that reconciles 
and renews the world. Stay thirsty!

Provincial Council at Installation Prayer Service, June 1, 2015
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PBMR: the New Creation

The Infinite Goodness of God
by Fr. Dave Kelly, c.pp.s., pbmr

As I was writing this reflection, I was called to the 
Juvenile Detention Center to be present when a mother 
told her son, Joshua, that his identical twin brother had 
been killed. Joshua has been in the Detention Center for 
the past year, a 16 year old being tried as an adult.

When Joshua walked into the room and saw his 
mother, myself, the social worker, and several staff, he 
knew something was wrong. He cried out, “Ma! What 
happened?!” As she told him, they just embraced in deep 
pain. She didn’t let go of him, nor he of her. We stood in 
silence witnessing the love and the pain!

Fr. Greg Boyle, famed Jesuit priest and founder of 
Homeboy Industries, says that the Beatitudes (Matthew 
5) are not so much a spirituality but a geography. He 
explains that the more literal translation is not “Blessed 
are you when…” but “…when you’re in the right place 
when you mourn, are meek or hunger and thirst for 
righteousness; when you are in the right place when you 
are merciful…” It is not so much what we know, but with 
whom and for whom we stand.

As I left the detention center, I carried their pain with 
me. But more than that, I thanked God. 

I thanked God, not because I could do anything, but 
because I was at that very sacred place. “Blessed are they 
who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 

Richard Rohr says: “…if we are not marginalized 
ourselves in some way, we normally need to associate 
with some marginalized group to have an enlightened 
Gospel perspective and to be converted to compassion.  
Moving to the margins enables us to be transformed by 
the infinite love of God.” 

In March of this year, Pope Francis declared the 
Church will celebrate an extraordinary Jubilee Holy 
Year of Mercy, beginning December 8, 2015. It will be a 
year to open ourselves to the mercy of God and to live 
in that place. Richard Rohr says that we are all saved 
by the infinite love and mercy of God. He goes on to 
say that “God alone is good” and so there’s no point in 
distinguishing degrees of worthiness.

Pope Francis’ challenge to move to the margins is as 
much about the salvation of the Church as it is about 
the ministry to those who are excluded. He seems to 
recognize that until the Church reclaims her place 

Precious Blood Companions

Living into Gather Send: A Time of Renewal
by Kathy Keary and Vicki Otto, Co-directors of Precious Blood Companions

Gather, Send reflects the hopes and dreams of 
Companions throughout the country. It speaks of our 
gatherings as a source of strength that animates us to 
bring “hope and reconciliation to a wounded world.” 
Companionship is viewed as a treasure motivating us to 
draw others into the movement we hold dear. Our vision 
reflects our desire to “bring the cup of our spirituality to 
ever-widening circles, to people of all generations, races and 
cultures.” How do we do we draw others in? How do we 
share our Good News? 

The upcoming retreats this fall will allow us a holy time 
and space to commence a journey into renewal. Our time 
together will begin with a reflection on spirituality as we 
remember that we are the beloved children of God longing 
for a deep encounter with the divine indwelling Spirit. As 
St. Augustine so eloquently said: “You have made us for 
yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest 
in you.” Our relationship with our Creator draws us into 
community and sends us forth to be ambassadors of Christ 
to the edges of society. 

We will then delve into Precious Blood Spirituality, which 
invites us to embrace the Paschal Mystery in our lives as we 
participate in Christ’s great sacrifice. When we drink the cup 
of His Blood, we unite our struggles, hopes, dreams and joys 
with those of our Savior as well as our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world. Grace-filled new life emerges as we 
live into this sacred mystery. As John 12:24 says: “Unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single grain; but if it dies it yields a rich harvest.”

Our baptismal call will be the next topic as we reflect 
on our responsibility as members of the Body of Christ. 
Not only will we explore what it means to be a disciple of 
Christ as baptized Christians, but we also will examine this 
special role as Companions grounded in Precious Blood 
Spirituality. 

This series, beginning with the retreat and continuing 
with follow up sessions, will culminate in the opportunity 
for each Companion to briefly express in their own words 
what Precious Blood Spirituality and being a Companion 
means to them. This will increase our comfort level as we 
respond to those who inquire about our spirituality and the 
Companion movement. This series will not only be a time 
of personal renewal, but it will also serve as a means to re-
energize us as we spread the beauty of our spirituality near 

and far. In the words of Pope Francis from his World Youth 
Day homily in 2013: “Do not be afraid to go and to bring 
Christ into every area of life, to the fringes of society, even 
to those who seem farthest away, most indifferent. The Lord 
seeks all; he wants everyone to feel the warmth of his mercy 
and his love.”

If you are unable to attend this retreat in your area, 
consider traveling to one of the other retreats or the day of 
reflection. The opportunities are:
• October 3-, 2015 

Precious Blood Center, Liberty Missouri
• October 2-25, 2015 

Saint Charles Center, Carthagena, Ohio
• November , 2015 (day of reflection) 

Saint Mary Church, Centerville, Iowa
• January -10, 201 

Catholic Center, University of Florida, Orlando, Florida
• February 13-1, 201 

Vallombrosa Retreat Center, Menlo Park, California
You will receive registration information in the near 

future. Returning it to the Companion office as soon as 
possible will help us plan. We look forward to seeing you at 
a retreat or day of reflection!

alongside the marginalized, she will never really be a 
merciful and compassionate Church. As Pope, he reaches 
out without first distinguishing the degree of worthiness; 
he seems to see the goodness in people over the sin. It is 
not that he dismisses the sin; he sees beyond the sin to the 
worthiness of each human being. 

We are in the right place when we are merciful toward 
our brother and sister, when we choose relationship over 
revenge, inclusion over isolation. We are in the right place 
when we stand up for those who are alienated, for we will 
rejoice and be glad, and the kingdom of God will be ours.  

Perhaps, that’s the joy that seems ever on the face of 
Pope Francis.  He always seems to be in the right place. 

Let us all pray that Joshua and his Mother and family 
may soon be comforted and know God’s infinite goodness 
in the midst of their loss and pain. 

PBMR, continued from page 4

Continued on page 5
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Diaconate Ordination

Love and Encouragement
by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s., Publications Editor

Dominic Nhan Bui was invited to visit the Bishop 
of Wichita soon after his arrival at the Adorers Center 
next to Newman University. Knowing the purpose of his 
study, the Bishop asked him, “Have the sisters taught you 
any dirty words yet?” Dominic thought for a moment, 
and responded carefully, “They haven’t taught me any 
bad words, but they have taught me two very good ones: 
love and encouragement.”

The Chapel of the New Covenant at the Adorers 
Center in Wichita was filled with a spirit of festivity no 
grumbling thunder could overcome on Saturday, May 
23, as the Ordination Mass for Dominic started with a 
beautiful hymn “I Come to Do Your Will,” sung by the 
Vietnamese Choir from St. Anthony Church, Wichita 

in their native language. The chapel was full; members 
of the local Vietnamese community joined the Adorers 
of the Precious Blood and members of the Kansas City 
Province in the celebration. Bishop Joseph Charron, 
C.PP.S. presided for the bilingual liturgy, and celebrated 
the sacrament of Ordination to the Diaconate.

In his homily, Bishop Charron reminded Dominic 
of the great tradition of service embodied in the 
diaconate, going back to the original seven chosen by 
the Apostles. He pointed out a verse from the Second 
Reading of the Mass, 2 Corinthians 5:18, “And all this 
is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation.” As 
ministers of Reconciliation we are called as Precious 

Blood Missionaries to be of service to the Church in 
all our ministries.

Although Dominic’s family were in Vietnam and 
not able to be with him in the flesh, their presence was 
felt in the celebration as Bishop Charron remembered 
a personal visit he made to them while he was there. 
Representing them, one of Dominic’s cousins, Sister 
Monica Nhung Lê, a Dominican nun living in the 
United States, was able to help vest him as a deacon for 
the first time.

After the Liturgy of the Eucharist, Dominic shared 
some personal thoughts in both Vietnamese and English, 
showing a deep sense of thanksgiving as well as his 
typical good humor. He especially thanked the Wichita 
ascs for hosting the celebration as well as providing 
support in many liturgical ministries, creating the 
splendid environment for the celebration, and hospitality. 
This summer, he will reside at the Wichita Center again 
as he assists Fr. Tom Welk in hospice ministry as part of 
his pastoral formation.

The celebration moved into the dining room for a 
festive reception, featuring more Vietnamese songs of 
praise the new deacon joined and more superb asc 
hospitality, augmented by several Vietnamese cooks who 
helped create a multi-cultural meal. The spirit moving 
through the room was difficult to let go of, and as people 
dodged raindrops in leaving, they were buoyed by the 
infectious joy and hope at the start of a new chapter in 
Dominic’s life: a life of service to the People of God as a 
deacon in the Catholic Church.

Editor’s Note

There will be no edition of 
The New Wine Press for August 2015. 

Watch for a redesigned version of 
The New Wine Press in September 2015!

Also, watch for a redesigned version 
of the Kansas City Province’s website, 

kcprovince.org, which will also 
be ready in early September.

During Litany of the Saints, Dominic manifests his dedication.

Dominic prepares the altar before the Eucharistic Prayer.

Fr. Dien Truong, Fr. Joe Nassal, Dcn. Nhan Bui, Bishop Joseph 
Charron, Fr. Tom Welk, Fr. Mark Yates, & Dcn. Loi Nguyen.
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Making Peace and Justice a Priority
by Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s., Provincial Director

At the members’ retreat in early June, our retreat 
director, Gabino Zavala, invited us to reflect on themes 
of gratitude, passion, and hope. In the dialogue one 
evening about the grace of the day, I shared my gratitude 
for how the members of the Kansas City Province have 
always been willing to take risks, to try new ministries, to 
move to the margins as missionaries are called to do. The 
province’s willingness to take corporate stands against the 
death penalty and gun violence and to focus our energies 
and resources on issues of justice, peace, human dignity 
and the poor has been an important part of our history.

At the 1975 Provincial Assembly, the membership 
discussed and passed a resolution rejecting a raise in the 
monthly allowance and “resolved that $10 per month 
per contributing member be pooled as our community 
witness of poverty to be used in the cause of poverty 
and starvation, local, national and international.” This 
resolution became known as the Poverty Fund and was 
the forerunner to the Human Development Fund.

The 1981 Assembly established the Justice and Peace 
Committee for the province. Seeing education as its 
primary focus, the committee began publishing a monthly 
two-page insert, A Matter of Justice, in the province 
newsletter. The committee took the lead in facilitating 
district discussion on various issues, particularly the 
nuclear arms race and the United States Bishops’ pastoral 
letters on peace and the economy that were promulgated 
in the 1980s. 

At the 1985 Assembly, two versions of a province 
mission statement were proposed. After much dialogue, 
82 of the 108 members of the province attending the 
assembly approved the mission statement that included 
a commitment to the poor. At this same assembly, the 
province voted 43 to 39 to sell Precious Blood Seminary 
and the property. The sale of the seminary set in 
motion the decision to deepen and widen the province’s 
commitment to the poor. In a letter in the May 25, 1986 
newsletter, Father Joseph Uecker proposed that in light 
of the decisions to sell Precious Blood Seminary and 
spend up to one million dollars for the construction of a 
new central house, the province set aside $300,000 (ten 
percent of the sale price of the seminary) for distribution 
to the poor. “I call this fund a Human Development Fund 
because the purpose is to develop and enhance human life 
in any and every aspect,” Fr. Uecker wrote. “It would not 
be restricted to the poor and needy, but could be used for 
anything which would enhance human life.” The Human 
Development Fund (hdf) replaced the Poverty Fund and 
continues to disburse $100,000 each year.

Since the sale of the building and property, the Ninth 
Provincial Assembly in February 1987 was the first to 
be held away from Precious Blood Seminary. St. Mary’s 
College in Leavenworth, Kansas hosted the Assembly. 
The first order of business was the election of a provincial 
director and provincial council. The province elected 
Father Thomas Albers provincial director, Fathers Paul 
Sattler (vice-provincial), Joseph Uecker, Michael Volkmer, 

Joseph Nassal were elected to the provincial council. This 
Assembly brought together many of the justice and peace 
issues that dominated the headlines in the 1980s and 
how we could draw on the resources of Precious Blood 
spirituality to respond to these issues. Since many of our 
members served in rural areas, the farm crisis was a major 
issue and the province sponsored a workshop on the crisis 
at the 1987 Assembly.

In the wake of the oppression and violence in 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, and other Central American 
countries in the 1980s, the sanctuary movement was 
gaining momentum in the United States to offer shelter 
to those who were fleeing persecution. At the 1987 
Assembly, the Justice and Peace Committee, guided by 
one of its members, Father Gary Jarvis, proposed that the 
province endorse the Sanctuary Movement. The members 
affirmed the Sanctuary Movement, the first of our 
corporate stances that include taking a stand against the 
death penalty (1998) and gun violence (2013).

The following summer, Father Gary, who was in 
graduate studies at Claremont College pursuing a 
doctorate in theology, died on July 24, 1988. Father 
Gary’s death from aids changed the province in 
profound ways. The fear of aids was very real at that 
time—and there was still much confusion and ignorance 
fueling the fear. An aids Policy was developed and as 
with the writing of the mission statement, the dialogue 
preceding the final draft made all the difference. At 
district meetings to discuss the proposed policy, 
members shared their thoughts, feelings, and fears. 
Father Tom Welk wrote a series of articles published over 
five months in the newsletter examining the issue of aids 
and homosexuality. He called the series, “aids Epidemic 
or afraids Syndrome?” In concluding the fourth part of 
the series, Father Welk quoted Sister Jeanne Grammick 
who succinctly summarized why he wrote the series: “A 
faithful community trusts in the guidance of God’s spirit 
and accepts the challenge of difficult issues in an honest 
and caring fashion. A loving Christian community makes 
the concerns of all its members, even the most hidden 
and marginal, its own.” After five drafts, the aids Policy 
was approved at the 1990 Assembly.

In early 1992, the provincial council, at the request of 
the Justice and Peace Committee, made the decision to 
have a panel in memory of Father Gary Jarvis as part of 
the aids Memorial Quilt Project. Father Alan Hartway 
designed the quilt and several members and companions 
worked on the project. The provincial council believed 
the Quilt Project was one way to live witness to raise 

awareness and compassion for those living with aids and 
those who have died from the disease.

  In 1995, the provincial council combined the 
commission on ministry with the marginalized, which 
was established in 1993 with the Justice and Peace 
Committee, appointing Father Mike Volkmer as 
chair. Through the years, the province has viewed its 
commitment to justice and peace issues not only through 
the lens of the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching, but 
especially Precious Blood spirituality. This was certainly 
the case in 2002 when province voted at the 26th 
Assembly to co-sponsor with the Cincinnati Province the 
Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation in the South 
Side of Chicago. 

During the assembly in 2006, Father Mark Miller 
suggested the province form a corporate stance “to enter 
into solidarity with the United States Conference of Bishops 
and the Conference of Bishops in Mexico who have asked 
us ‘to be welcoming communities in which immigrants can 
develop a sense of belonging so that they can claim with St. 
Paul, we are no longer strangers and sojourners, but fellow 
citizens with the holy ones and members of the household 
of God.’” The consensus of the group was that this issue 
is going to need a process to formulate a statement if we 
are to commit ourselves to take a corporate stance. The 
province voted to support a process using district meetings 
for discussion with those results going to the provincial 
council. The council was then to formulate a statement to 
be voted on at a later time.

At the 2008 Assembly, Father David Matz proposed a 
new ministry with and for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgendered community. The Precious Blood Ministry 
of Justice would seek to increase awareness of lgbt issues, 
to decrease fear, misunderstanding, and stereotypes, and to 
provide education opportunities. A committee was formed 
that is now part of the Justice and Peace Committee.

Since 2011, Brother Daryl Charron has served as 
justice and peace director for the Kansas City Province 
bringing these issues to the forefront of the community’s 
consciousness. As part of the Bicentennial Celebration in 
2015, Brother Daryl and the Justice and Peace Committee 
has sponsored a series on the key issues of immigration, 
capital punishment, ecology, and gun violence. 

Correction: Last month’s article incorrectly stated that 
Fr. Alan Hartway was the “first graduate [of Precious Blood 
Seminary] to be Definitively Incorporated member of the 
Society.”  He was the first to be incorporated into the Kansas 
City Province. Fr. Gary Luiz, c.pp.s., of the Atlantic Province 
was the first graduate to be Definitively Incorporated.

Province History

As part of the Justice & Peace Speaker Series, Sr. Helen Prejean, c.s.j. spoke at St. Francis Xavier Parish in St. Joseph, Missouri on 
March 7, 2015. She is pictured here with Fr. Ron Will, c.pp.s. and Br. Daryl Charron, c.pp.s.
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Confession Series

Reconciliation as Honesty with Self 
More Conversation with Beth Heidler
by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s., Publications Editor

Many of us know of religious communities where 
many retired members live together. They may have 
access to Confession regularly, even twice a year, and 
generally don’t think they need it. We can be somewhat 
taken aback by the attitude, for they sit in cliques at 
meals, will not participate in activities their personal 
unfavorites are at, will not share rides to personal errands 
or activities, and generally demean those who are “other.” 
It’s easy not understand why religious don’t see such 
prejudice as a sin, like other such prejudices are. 

In talking about the expectations of Confession, Beth 
talked about many questions she never got from the 
other side of the partition, especially such as:

“Have you made peace with this person?”
“Have you apologized to that person you’ve harmed?”
“What can you do to make the situation better?”
“How can you repair the pain of this situation?”

Karl Menninger once asked what happened to our 
sense of sin? For Beth, Confession is about the courage 

to be honest with yourself. It’s about “recognizing the 
false self and looking to get ride of it...when you become 
interested in living you true self you are closer to living 
the image of God in us.” Her take on Teilhard de Chardin 
is: “Our unwillingness to cooperate with God is the 
meaning of sin.”

One of the great challenges she spoke of is that one can 
go to two different confessors with the same sins and get 
two very different responses. Another challenge for her 
especially, like most women, was going to a male priest 
to speak about intimate matters; women generally prefer 
to speak with other women about very personal things in 
their own lives. The priests she thought who were most 
helpful in her experience were ones who were aware of 
their own brokenness. Recognizing that in Confession 
both penitent and priest have baggage, and we can’t get to 
all of it in one session, is important.

For Beth, the important aspects of Confession are 
insight, honesty, regret (sorrow), understanding it’s 

Reflection

Our Scared Straight Encounter
by Fr. Richard Colbert, c.pp.s.

On Wednesday, May 6, Fr. Timothy Armbruster and 
I were invited to participate is an intense five hour 
workshop at the Western Reception Diagnostic and 
Correctional Center in St. Joseph Missouri. Our group 
was comprised of five probation officers, ten male 
parolees, and eight resident offenders.

After introductions, one leader, Samuel, began his 
portrayal of prison life within the walls. His language 
was blunt, saucy and street-wise. He emphasized the 
necessity for truthfulness, honesty, and respect in our 
workshop. I was not clear about the dynamics at first, 
but soon realized the focus of this event was targeted 
to the ten parolees present. After the talk, we took a 
graphic tour of the institution to places not open to 
public access, including one of the dorms.

Inside the dorm, we saw eight people in cots in one 
of the pods, four of them sound asleep. Someone in 
the gathering resident crowd dubbed me as “Pops.” 
While his tone sounded friendly and joking, I heard 
him clearly enough. We got heavy moldy whiffs of the 
lingering residue of nicotine and other clingy odors 
from the present and others embedded from ages past 
in that pod. Next, we were taken to one of the small 
shower rooms. We could readily visualize the potential 
for violence or physical attacks therein. Tragically, 
an incident can occur within seconds before a rescue 
would happen, perhaps a few minutes later. I’m sure our 
parolees understood precisely why this site was on our 
tour.

We returned to our original meeting space and 
listened to the participants expressing their reactions 
and impressions. Then more resident team members 
shared stories of living inside the walls. We were served 
a simple brown bag with the fixings for a cheese and 
baloney sandwich and an orange, with beverages 
available in several soda machines along the walls.

The second half of this intense program focused 
on our ten parolees. Each man stood up in the circle, 
aware we all had read a sketchy summary paragraph 
describing his public record. The pointed questions 
and comments from probation officers and resident 
offenders made it profoundly clear how vulnerable 
and unseasoned they were when interacting with this 
intimidating, focused crowd. While some tried to be 

evasive, make excuses, and deflect unsuccessfully, these 
verbally skilled probation officers and offenders directly 
challenged their every word, especially when they tried 
to use double talk excuses for their crimes and addictive 
behaviors. It was powerful, humbling and awesome to 
observe this intense process. Now I understood how 
those earlier talks, tours, and smells seemed to have 
disposed them for the impact of their interviews.

As clergymen, this workshop had an impact on 
Timothy and myself. At the closure, some of these 
offenders and probation officers displayed a sincere, 
cordial, and friendly appreciation for our coming. This 
program has been presented regularly for eighteen years 
at this institution. Hopefully, some of these parolees will 
become motivated to get the help they need to modify 
and replace their addictive and criminal behaviors and 
avoid receiving a prison sentence.

about relationships. Confession is about our relationship 
with God and others. As far as expectations going into 
Confession, it’s important to realize that every priest 
is different. An important aspect that frequently gets 
unmentioned is self-respect: without it, we can get 
drawn into a cycle of self-condemnation the sacrament 
cannot bring us out of. There are many times people have 
committed what they believed were unforgivable sins, 
even forgiven absolution by a prejudiced priest, who 
hung on to shame in spite of lives of faith and service to 
the Church.

She shared with me many stories of reconciliation, 
where she was able to share that with others outside 
of sacramental reconciliation, particularly through 
the 5th Step of aa, however she said there was 
nothing like hearing the words of absolution spoken 
to her. The old phrase “Sometimes I need a Savior 
with skin on” is relevant, and is part of the reason 
sacramental Confession is still important to her. The 
most important thing she thought we could get out of 
Confession is Hope, to be able to come away from the 
sacrament with more insight and hope. 

Confession, continued from p. 10

continued on next page
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Peace & Justice Lecture Series
In Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, 
and the 50th Anniversary of the Kansas City Province

Sr. Therese Randolph, RSM and Sr. Jeanne Christensen, RSM

What Is Human Trafficking and 
What Can I Do to Make a Difference?
July 18, 2015
9 am - 3 pm 
Lunch provided 
Most Holy Redeemer Parish
San Francisco, CASr. Therese Randolph, RSM

Sr. Jeanne Christensen, RSM

 
Br. Daryl Charron, C.PP.S.
daryl.charron@yahoo.com 
816-781-4344 x126 
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