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priests and brothers founded by St. Gaspar in . Bonded through 

charity by a promise of fidelity, we are prayerfully motivated by the 

spirituality of the precious blood of Jesus Christ to serve the needs 

of the Church as discerned through the signs of the times and in the 

light of the Gospel.

The Kansas City Province—incorporated members, covenanted 

companions, and candidates—united in prayer, service and mutual 

support, characterized by the tradition of its American predeces-

sors, are missionaries of these times with diverse gifts and minis-

tries. In a spirit of joy, we strive to serve all people—especially the 

poor—with care and compassion, hope and hospitality.

The New Wine Press seeks to remain faithful to the charism of our 

founder, St. Gaspar, and the spirituality of the Blood of Christ with 

its emphasis on reconciliation, renewal and refounding. We accept 

and encourage unsolicited manuscripts and letters to the editor.
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A Heart Filled with Mercy Cleaning Out the Stable of Fear
by Fr. Richard Bayuk, c.pp.s., Publications Editor by Fr. Tom Welk, c.pp.s., Leadership Team

continued on page 8

This column is being written prior to our members’ meeting at the end 
of January. It is impossible for me to conjecture where those discussions 
will lead us. As I look forward to our get-together, my hope is that we 
will have put on the table for discussion a malaise that not only infects 
our country, but our Community and the wider Church as well: the dis-
ease of fear.

Overcoming this disease is a daunting task, one that could be called 
Herculean. In Greek mythology Hercules was given twelve tasks to 
perform in punishment for killing his family while under a spell of 
insanity. Among them was the fourth task: the overwhelming challenge 
of cleaning out in one day the stables of King Augeas, who owned much 
livestock. Being a farm boy, I know what livestock are good at creating. 
It stinks, and cleaning out the barns was never one of my favorite chores. 
The stables of King Augeas had lots of manure to be removed.

As bad as manure is—and what a smelly and dirty job it is to clean it 
out—manure pales when compared to what fear can do. Fear is what 
fuels much of the evil perpetrated in our world. Fear fuels most of the 
political campaigns being conducted during this presidential primary 
season; much of what these politicians spew forth, stinks. Leadership is 
the last thing they are providing. Rather than providing guidance and 
support to bring people to a better place, they are doing just the opposite.

The majority of these politicians keep fueling the fires of the natu-
ral human instinct to be afraid of the unknown, the different, and the 
stranger. At one time the word xenophobia was relatively unknown. Now 
it is commonly used and understood. Fear of the stranger manifests itself 
in many ways. Not allowing into our country refugees fleeing the ravages 
of war is only one manifestation of this.

Daniel P. Horan, o.f.m. writes about this in an essay titled “False 
Prophets of Fear” in the January 4-11 issue of America magazine: 
“Aspiring politicians have seized an opportunity to capitalize on the 
collective fear of our age: fear of terrorism, fear of economic insecurity, 
fear of strangers, fear of whatever is unknown, different or unfamiliar.” 
In other words, rather than providing leadership to move people be-
yond their natural instinct to be fearful of the unknown, these so-called 
leaders are doing just the opposite: making a bad situation worse. Horan 
quotes Thomas Merton in this context, “At the root of all war is fear.” In 
the name of creating a false sense of security, we are quick to eliminate 
any and all who are perceived as a threat. The unchecked proliferation of 
guns in our society is another symptom of this fear-disease. Rather than 

During the Bosnian War in the ‘90s, a reporter who was covering the violence 
in Sarajevo witnessed a little girl being shot by a sniper as she tried to cross a 
street, seeking safety. A man rushed from a building and picked her up. Seeing 
the reporter he asked him if he could take them to the hospital in his car. As 
they drove toward the hospital the man in the back seat pleaded with him to 
hurry. “She is still alive,” he said. Pleading again, he said, “She is still breathing.” 
A third time he begged the reporter to speed up. “She is still warm.” When they 
arrived at the hospital, the little girl had died. As the man held her lifeless body, 
he said, “Now I have this terrible task ahead of me. I must go tell her parents 
that she is dead. They will be heartbroken.” “But I thought she was your child,” 
said the reporter. “Aren’t they all our children?” the man replied.

As you are reading this issue, you will have recently heard proclaimed the gos-
pels for the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the Year. Jesus began his public ministry by 
reading from the prophet Isaiah in the synagogue in his hometown: “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the 
Lord.” He then added, simply and powerfully: “Today this Scripture passage is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” In other words, “This is my mission.” (As his disciples, 
then, these are words for us to embrace and make our own.)

Soon after their initial marveling at his words, the hometown crowd turned 
on this local boy Jesus, and even tried to throw him off a cliff. The cheers had 
turned to jeers. What angered them was their realization that he was saying that 
God’s love and salvation was for everyone, even foreigners and those whose 
faith was different. His words challenged their ideas about privilege, and tried 
to break down barriers of hated, mistrust, fear and bigotry. The boundaries they 
had drawn around themselves would have to be erased. The “old hometown” 
wouldn’t look the same anymore—and neither would their hearts.

A number of the articles in this issue make reference to the ongoing Jubilee 
Year of Mercy that began in December. The words of Isaiah read by Jesus fit the 
spirit of this year, as we attempt to fulfill the scripture passage by our own works 
and prayers of mercy. In the United States, we are doing so in the midst of a 
political climate that (at least from one side) is filled with appeals to fear and ha-
tred of the “other.” Rare are the voices (but thank God there are some!) that offer 
us hope, prompt us to goodness, inspire us to service, and compel us to work for 
justice. Many years ago, Mother Teresa reminded us: “If we have no peace, it is 
because we have forgotten that we belong to one another.”

As Pope Francis would remind us, mercy fills the heart of God. May it slowly 
but surely fill our hearts as well. ◆
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Family members of those serving life without parole sentences.

We’ve Moved! 
Find us at our new website address:

preciousbloodkc.org
Go there for:

Province Events
The Weekly Wine Press (blog)
The New Wine Press
Gaspar Virtual Spirituality Center

and more!

I remember the date as I would my birthdate, June 
25, 2012. I was in tears as I grabbed my phone and 
sent out the message to family and friends: “Based 
on the case ‘Miller v. Alabama,’ the Supreme Court of 
the United States has ruled that a mandatory life sen-
tence for anyone under 18 was unconstitutional.” My 
son Eric was sentenced to life without any possibility 
of parole (jlwop) when he was 15 years old. We were 
told Eric would die in prison; he would never get a 
second look to see if he had changed or matured. Eric 
was sentenced in 1995, 20 years ago. Yet here was our 
ray of hope.

This meant they would look at Eric and about 80 
other individuals in Illinois who would get a second 
chance to show they had matured, grown up, and 
were not the same person they were 10, 20 or even 30 
years ago. Little did I realize then how hard the Illinois 

States Attorneys and prosecutors around the country 
would fight to keep any type of review from happening 
for the men and women serving jlwop.

The ruling set off a flurry of legal battles in Illinois. 
The state argued it was not retroactive and should only 
be applied to future cases; advocates around the state 
felt otherwise. In March of 2014 the Illinois Supreme 
Court ruled that “Miller” would be applied retroac-
tively in Illinois, meaning they would look at the 80 
individuals who received mandatory life—which still 
leaves 20 that received a discretionary life sentence 
(the judge had an option in their case) and another 
1200 that received 40 or more years, all who were 
under 18 at the time.

In April of 2015 the first case in Illinois was heard. 
Adolfo Davis was 14 years old when he was sentenced 
to life without parole. Family members, friends and 

Coming Home

loved ones packed the courtroom for a grueling day of 
10 hours of testimony. Two weeks later, Judge Angela 
Patrone resentenced Adolfo to life without parole. For 
family members and those serving jlwop the worst 
had happened; we consoled one another and mur-
mured words of hope and encouragement, hoping our 
cases would be different.

On December 1, 2015, Gerald Rice’s resentencing 
hearing was scheduled. Gerald received a life with-
out parole sentence in 1985 at the age of 17. Gerald 
was resentenced to 60 years. Because Gerald was 
originally sentenced prior to 1998 (pre-truth in 
sentencing), he would be eligible to receive “good 
time,” meaning he could possibly receive 1-day credit 
for every day of “good time” he served. Once the 
calculations were done, Gerald’s sentence would be 
approximately 30 years.

On December 8th, Communities & Relatives of 
Illinois Incarnated Children (criic) had their monthly 
family meeting. Gerald Rice’s mother and grand-
mother regularly attend meetings and were present 
at the December meeting. Gloria Rice, with a smile 
that stretched from ear to ear, announced that Gerald 
would be coming home on February 18, 2016! The 
news was met with cheers, hugs and tears of joy. The 
family members had heard Gloria (Gerald’s mom) and 
Mary (Gerald’s grandmother) speak so often of him.

We often share stories of how our loved ones are do-
ing, if they have a job, how they feel about things, let-
ters and poems they write. Because we meet monthly, 
I feel as though I know each of these guys individually. 
The Rice’s shared how even after 30 years they never 
gave up hope that they would one day see Gerald walk 
out of prison a free man. They shared their experienc-
es of what their hearing was like, what the judge asked. 
Family members sat in full attention, absorbing every 
word, listening to every word about what the judge 
said, what the attorneys said, no detail was too small.

This was a ray of hope, a true miracle. One of our 
own would be released, not because he “proved” he 
was innocent, but because the judge saw a changed 
man, one who has a great deal to offer society. Gerald 
has served 30 years in prison; he went in as a 17 year-
old boy, and is now a 47 year-old man, ready to begin 
his life. For 30 years, Gerald’s family visited him, wrote 
him, supported him and never gave up hope and faith 

that someday Gerald would be home. As I write this, 
“someday” is 49 days away.

This is a story to be told and we hope many more 
families will have such stories to tell as “Mercy tri-
umphs over Judgment.” We have been challenged by 
Pope Francis in his opening of the extraordinary holy 
year of Jubilee—a year of Mercy! He asked us to open 
doors, to offer forgiveness, reconciliation and mercy to 
the oppressed and to those who have been condemned 
and seen as unworthy of love.

Pope Francis said, “God is more interested in our 
future than in our past.” God takes past sin “seriously” 
but never “as the last word,” because He “wants each 
one of us to become the ‘best version’ of our self that 
He wills for each one of us, personally, in His divine 
and eternal mind, and this requires conversion.”

Is it not the time in this New Year of 2016 to open 
our doors, build community, close the gap, and offer 
hope to those who are looking for a second chance? 
There are over a thousand children throughout the 
United States who have been locked up for years. 
Some, unlike Gerald Rice, have had no visitors and 
lived in the darkness for years, isolated and afraid—
and suddenly a star arises and there is hope not only 
for the one incarcerated but also for the families.

“A light shines in the darness and the darness has 
not overcome it!” ◆

Julie Anderson has a son serving jlwop and is on staff 
at Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation.

by Julie Anderson, pbmr Staff
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Institutional Mercy
by Fr. Gary Richmeier, c.pp.s.

continued on page 8

“We have to remember that God has come into the 
world to forgive us and it’s God’s work of love, forgiving 
us.” This was the first thing Fr. Bill Walter, c.pp.s. said 
when we sat down to talk about Confession early last 
year. He had just attended a talk by Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s. 
on renewal, and these words impressed him greatly. 
One takeaway he had was that each and every one of 
us are loved completely by God, which was difficult 
to accept, but when accepted made the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation a different experience.

Accepting God’s love for us in the Eucharist is 
relatively easy, but accepting it in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is hard.

Bill grew up in the days of laundry list confessions. He 
remembered his parents’ practice: they took the injunc-
tion not to receive the Eucharist if conscious of a serious 
sin, and went to Confession regularly at the first of the 
month. For the next two weeks, they would go forward 
to receive, however week three it was infrequent and 
week four they would almost never go. This under-
standing of Confession changed since his ordination in 
1961, especially with Vatican ii (1963-5). The eye opening 
realization was conversation with a nun he befriended 
during his time in Garden City, Kansas in the late 1970s. 
Her experience was that Confession made her a better 
teacher, a better person, a better religious; it was God’s 
activity in her life.

Since then, Confession has been a source of strength 
for him, and he hopes it’s the same for all those who ap-
proach him as a confessor. Rather than people earning 
their way back out of fear of God, Confession should be 
a gift of hope.

“Where are you?” is what he asks those who ap-
proach him in the sacrament. The role of the priest as 
listener is a challenge: “How can I help them other than 
the fact God loves and cares for them?” He feels those 
who’ve accepted God’s Love go away from sacramental 
Reconciliation happy, but isn’t as certain of those who’ve 
come with a laundry list.

The Church lists the Sacrament of Reconciliation with 
the Sacrament of the Sick as sacraments of healing, and 
Pope Francis has also called us to look at sacramen-
tal Reconciliation as medicine. Bill sees himself as a 
healer, and tries to give penances as a doctor prescribes 
medicine. Some will need more structured penances, 
such as traditional assignments of praying the Lord’s 
Prayer or the Hail Mary, others will need to do things 
that will turn them away from themselves and deeper 

into relationship with those around them. As far as how 
often to go, he thinks those struggling with deep issues, 
such as addictions, might have to go more frequently 
as the sick visit doctors more frequently, otherwise a 
month to six weeks is often enough. Scripture is impor-
tant in Confession, and the readings of any particular 
weekend are a resource he uses regularly.

As I look back over the articles on Confession from 
this past year, I’m struck by a twofold challenge: accept-
ing God’s unconditional love and mercy, which always 
comes before we ask it, and looking honestly at where 
we are and where the self-inflicted holes are in our 
hearts. I grew up in a church without sacramental rec-
onciliation, although people in spiritual crisis frequently 
turned to their minister for help. My first Confession 
as an adult was difficult, and it’s still difficult for me. 
We can always ask God’s Mercy directly. However, this 
can feel empty, and we often need another voice; as 
Beth Heidler put it: “Sometimes we need a Savior with 
skin on.” As a priest, my greatest blessing is having 
a front row seat seeing the Spirit work in the lives of 
others. That blessing comes with a challenge; it has to 
result in action on my part. As a Christian community 
and Missionaries of the Precious Blood, we are greatly 
blessed in many ways. Our challenge is how we are part 
of the work of the Spirit in response to God’s Mercy—
how we respond to the Call of the Blood. ◆

Accepting God’s Love and Goodness
by Fr. Keith Branson, c.pp.s.

iStock.com/ Jan Walczewski

iStock.com/ PeteWill

Several months ago I wrote the following article for 
the parish bulletin of St. James Parish, Kansas City:

“On December 8th Pope Francis will open the Jubilee 
Door of St. Peter’s Basilica to begin a special Year of 
Mercy. His intention is to make the Church a more 
merciful, forgiving place. He has already given all 
priests the authority to forgive those who have had 
abortions. He has also publicly suggested that per-
sonal conscience might play a bigger role in helping 
divorced and remarried couples decide whether or not 
to receive communion. The Pope is prompting all of 
us to examine how we can be more merciful—on the 
personal level, the community level, the church level, 
the national level, or the world level. 

In this Spirit, I would like to officially extend an 
invitation to anyone who has experienced a lack of 
mercy/forgiveness/understanding by the Church as an 
institution, or by a representative of the Church. For 
example, this would include people who experienced 
a pastor or priest who simply quoted rules rather than 

attempting to be pastoral. It would include people who 
feel they cannot receive communion at Mass because 
in the past they’ve been told they weren’t worthy, or 
weren’t in a “state of grace.” It would include people 
who have been told they aren’t the “right” gender, or 
that they have the “wrong” sexual orientation. There 
are many other examples. 

If you are one of these people, I would invite you 
to let me know how I, as an official representative of 
the Church, might help you experience the Church’s 
mercy, forgiveness, and understanding. Maybe this 
would mean hearing words of apology on behalf of the 
institutional Church. Maybe this would mean dis-
cussing how, in the Spirit of mercy, you might receive 
communion if you haven’t been receiving it. I would 
be more than willing to visit with anyone to explore 
how the Church’s practice of Mercy can relieve some 
burdens, some of which may have been carried for 
years. My prayer is that we all experience God’s mercy 
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Vocations

New Face of the Vietnam Mission 
by Fr. Dien Truong, c.pp.s., Director of the Vietnam Mission

On returning to the mission in Vietnam, I have 
found it exciting to face both old and new responsibili-
ties. Here are brief updates about our missionaries and 
candidates on their studies and mission:

Peter Tam Hoang: Peter now serves as Vocation 
Director and continues his studies at the Jesuit 
Scholasticate. He is guiding four Inquiry candidates 
and visiting with them monthly. Peter Tam’s diacon-
ate ordination is scheduled for May 25, 2016, and he 
anticipates to complete priesthood study in the sum-
mer of 2017.

Joseph Truc Vu: After his ordination and return 
to Vietnam, Joseph Truc celebrated his Mass of 
Thanksgiving in his home parish and spent time with 
his family, traveling north to visit relatives and also 
ancestors’ tombs, which his family had missed from 
the time they migrated to the South in 1954. Truc is 
now living with our Inquiry and Initial Candidates 
in Hoa Hung church, alternating with me in cele-
brating the Eucharist with them daily. Truc also takes 

part in parish ministry there, and offers daily Mass 
in a local convent. 

With our two other new priests, Dominic Nhan and 
John Vianey Loi, I hope we will extend our ministries 
to other parishes or other missionary areas after a 
mentorship period.

Our three Pledged Candidates, Paul Hao, Vincent 
Hoa, and Joseph Ky, have shared their summer experi-
ence as follows:

Paul Hao:  This summer, I was sent to for apostolic 
ministry in Tan Trieu Parish, Xuan Loc Diocese. In 
this place I reflected on my call and the direction of 
our Mission for the future.

Tan Trieu Parish is about 45 km from Saigon, in Bien 
Hoa Township. Most of people here live by garden-
ing and working on fruit plantations. In recent years, 
many factories were built and received huge numbers 
of migrant laborers. 

This parish is the one in the missionary areas of the 
Diocese. There are around 1,500 Catholics in an area of 
55,000 people, scattered throughout the area. For this 

Leaership , continued from p. 3

Vietnam Mission gathering for the bicentennial

more intimately this year so we can share that mercy 
with others.”

Since I wrote that, two people have told me that they 
cried when they read it, and numbers of others have 
told me it is a message sorely needed in our church. 

There is much suffering out there, some of which the 
church needs to take responsibility for. Admitting fail-
ures and mistakes, and embracing the need for institu-
tional change are not things the church does particu-
larly well. But Pope Francis has indicated that these are 
important aspects of mercy, and seems very comfort-
able speaking about this on behalf of the church.

Some people may see this Jubilee Year of Mercy 
simply as a way for the church to re-emphasize the 
value and need for mercy, and to urge its members to 
be more merciful. That is good. But if the institutional 
church does not take steps to make its own behavior, 
practices, and functioning more merciful, its preach-
ing and teaching will ring hollow. People will then 
hear that mercy is simply a pious idea, which really 
doesn’t affect “real life.”

As a religious community, we are representatives of 
the institutional church, whether we feel comfortable 
in that role or not. We are in the position of being able 
to extend mercy on behalf of the church in ways that 
affect people right where they live. I named a few of 
those ways in my bulletin article above. Unfortunately, 
if we wait for the “higher ups” in the church to give 
us permission or instructions on how to extend the 
church’s mercy, I suspect we will be waiting a long 
time. The need for mercy is urgent, and it is far more 
important than any other consideration. 

I invite all in our community, especially those of us 
who function publicly as representatives of the church, 
to ask ourselves this question: “What do people need 
from the church (from me) in order to experience 
God’s mercy more clearly/practically/personally, and 
how will I make that happen?”  

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, it would be hypocriti-
cal to preach to people in the pews that they should 
alter their behavior to be more merciful if the church 
itself is not willing to do the same. ◆

Mercy, continued from p. 6
making us safer, all these weapons are causing just 
the opposite: making us less secure and more violent.

Unfortunately, it is not only in the political and 
secular world that fear is prevalent. Fear also in-
fects many of those in positions of authority in the 
Church. Pope Francis has addressed this concern in 
numerous ways. In The Joy of the Gospel he writes, “I 
prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty 
because it has been out on the streets, rather than 
a Church which is unhealthy from being confined 
and clinging to its own security.” In this same para-
graph (49) he concludes, “More than by fear of going 
astray, my hope is that we will be moved by the fear 
of remaining shut up within structures which give us 
a false sense of security, within rules which make us 
harsh judges, within habits which make us feel safe 
while our poor people are starving.”

As a religious community we at times also have a 
tendency to let fear paralyze us. Along with Chicken 
Little we go about proclaiming, “The sky is falling.” 
We are tempted to hunker down, taking on a siege 
mentality; any and all proposed changes are frighten-
ing. Self-preservation becomes the ultimate goal. In 
doing so, we end up more like the politicians who 
preach a gospel of fear than as preachers of the Good 
News of Jesus. In the previously mentioned essay, 
Horan reminds us that one of the most common 
phrases uttered by Jesus was “Do not be afraid.” As 
Horan states, “When we surrender to fear, we are un-
able to live the Gospel.”

Gaspar was not afraid to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus. His courage is illustrated in the many new and 
challenging ministries he initiated. Do we have the 
courage to do the same in our time and place?

Hercules had quite the task in cleaning out the 
stables overflowing with a stinking mess. We also 
have a stinking mess confronting us: fear. Another 
task for Hercules was to chop off the nine heads of 
the monster Hydra. The last head was especially resis-
tant to being eradicated. With courage and strength 
Hercules was able to prevail.

The most resistant head of the monster facing us 
today is the head of fear. Challenging this monster 
and the stinking mess that flows from it will also re-
quire courage and strength. It will require leadership 
on the part of all of us, incorporated Members and 
Companions alike, not just the five members who 
compose the “leadership team.”

As a Community, are we up to this Herculean task? ◆
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living with hiv/aids in the last stage of life. Through 
working with these patients, I realized they still have 
a complex of sin and disturbed feelings before death. 
With the spirit of reconciliation of the Missionaries of 
the Precious Blood, and with suggestions of Frs. Lac 
and Dien, I’ve perceived that the need to be recon-
ciled in (and through) them is the highest priority. 
Aware of this, besides catechesis, I focused on helping 
them understand and find ways to reconcile everyone, 
including their loved ones, and those who infected, or 
abandoned them.

According to Fr. Lac Pham, Joseph Diep Vu is 
in Special Formation. He is in his third year at the 
Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 
La Salle. This year, he is focused on the study of the 

Precious Blood Constitutions, Statutes, Circular 
Letters of St. Gaspar, and articles related to the 
Precious Blood spirituality. Diep has many gifts and 
talents, and a community orientation. I think he 
is the good candidate for the brotherhood in our 
community.

Joseph Dung Nguyen and Martin An Nguyen: 
Both Joseph Dung and Martin An are preparing to 
take the test for enrollment in the Dominican Center 
of Studies. In the community, they are now studying 
and participating in the discussion of Community, 
Spirituality, and Apostolate weekly. They may enter 
Initial Formation next spring.

There are four Inquirers who visit and study with 
Peter Tam Hoang regularly. They also participate in 
our monthly recollection as well. 

In November, I became involved in the Conference 
of Inter-Religious Community, where I’ve shared 
information with other communities. At this time, 
there are about 150 different religious orders, apostolic 
societies, and diocesan communities, both “under-
ground” and “legal,” present and serving in Vietnam. 
I also had the opportunity to visit with the Permanent 
Apostolic Delegate in Vietnam, and learned that reli-
gious freedom has been part of discussions with the 
government.  

In this land, I hope that our community will be 
flourish and fulfill the dream of St. Gaspar in the near 
future. ◆ 

reason, we strived to extend mercy and forgiveness to 
the needy in ways that point to Christ.

Those whom I am sent to serve are those wishing 
to convert and inactive Catholics who need to be re-
evangelized and confirmed their faith.

I think missionaries today are not merely focus-
ing on personal holiness and the establishment and 
growth of communities, but scattering the faith in God 
to all people. It means the missionary must have the 
zeal to reach out, seeking new methods and effective 
missions appropriate in the new era of evangelization. 
Otherwise, the missionary is not to narrow himself 
and take refuge in his safety zone before answering the 
call of the Church. As I study to be a Missionary of the 
Precious Blood, I must listen, and perceive “the Cry 
of the Blood;” and that cry has been sounding in the 
whole world today.

Vincent Hoa: In this place, there are about 200 
Catholics, who migrated from the provinces of the 
North. In the early 1990s, it was a deep jungle with 
wild animals such as bears, tigers, and elephants. Many 
people were attacked and killed during this time. They 
are Catholics who preserved their faith in their hearts, 
since there has not been a priest or a place to worship. 
After 2000, one mission was built about 35km away. 
Thus, when there are the major celebrations, people 
must walk the day before to attend the Eucharist. 

In 2010, there was another parish built within 
7km, but their living conditions did not al-
low them to celebrate Mass every Sunday. 

Perceiving the great needs of people’s faith, education, 
and economy, I have contributed my little gifts and 
talents for this area.

I spent one month and a half last summer living 
with them here in Plei Choet, Gia Lai Province. My 
daily work was teaching children how to read and 
write and study their catechism. At night, when the 
adults return from the field, I help them sing the 
prayers, being ready whenever a priest is available to 
celebrate the Eucharist. With the help of Sisters of St. 
Paul, we have built the shrine, or prayer hut, in 19 days, 
where people can gather for their daily prayers before 
the statue of Our Lady of Fatima. I said to our Virgin 
Mother, “My responsibility for this place is to build 
your shine; your turn is to make the Seeds of Faith in 
this place grow.”

I’ve always felt grateful that God granted me con-
ditions to serve, to experience the poor and misery 
of our brothers and sisters in this place.  I hope 
that I will return, and may God protect them from 
hostile authorities.

Joseph Ky: For the last two years, I’ve ministered 
to the House of Nazareth, operated by the commu-
nity of Camiliano, living there and caring for patients 

by Peter Tam Hoang, c.pp.s., Vocation Director, Vietnam Mission

Evaluation of the Vietnam Mission’s 
Formation Program

Since Fr. Lac Pham’s departure from Vietnam, I have 
begun to work with the new candidates in the Vietnam 
Mission. I also live in Xavier Mission House with the 
pledged candidates. As members of the Kansas City 
Province, we follow the formation program that is used 
by all pledged candidates from the province. Vietnam is 
a broken society, and I think we need to change the for-
mation program used in Vietnam. We need to focus on 
the behavior of the new candidates as they learn about 
living a Precious Blood life. 

Vietnam’s education system is flawed. Vietnam’s 
education system does not focus on the person, but on 

Communist political values. Therefore, when we accept 
candidates who inquire about our congregation, we 
need to clearly understand their family culture and the 
society that they have lived in. We need to address their 
view of culture, society and religion that has been influ-
enced by the Communist system. Therefore, I present 
some of my ideas.

First, we need a member who has the enthusiasm and 
ability to educate young people in Vietnamese society. I 
think this kind of person, who is enthusiastic and would 
like to help young people, will try to understand them 
and be patient when helping those young people to 

Tam Hoang, c.pp.s.

Vincent Hoa poses with children

Paul Hao gives a visit to an Inactive Catholic
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Formation

The Synod on the Family
LGBT Life in the Church

Contact Br. Daryl Charron, c.pp.s. for more information or to register: 
daryl.charron@yahoo.com.

Francis DeBernardo
Executive Director of New Ways Ministry

February 20, 2016
Precious Blood Center ◆ Liberty, Missouri

8:30 a.m. start time
Mass at 4:30 p.m. 

Fr. Joe Nassal, c.pp.s., Presider

Lunch & Dinner provided

Registration Limited to 50 Participants

Mercy and the Spirituality 
of the Precious Blood 

Precious Blood Retreat

Retreat begins the morning of the 21st. Please gather by 7 p.m. on June 20th.

Participant number is limited.
Registration is due March 1st. 

Registration form available at preciousbloodkc.org/retreat

Fr. Barry Fischer, c.pp.s., Facilitator

June 21-24 (27th), 2016
Adorers of the Precious Blood Ruma Center

#2 Pioneer Lane, Red Bud, Illinois 62278
June 21-24: $350  June 21-27: $400

*Fr. Barry will give input only on June 21-24. Those who wish to finish their retreat in silence 
are welcome to remain at the Ruma Center in quiet prayer and reflection until the 27th. 

understand clearly their call as a Catholic and to adjust 
their behavior and ideas accordingly. 

Second, we need to have a clear program to help 
inquirers step by step improve their behavior and claim 
their Catholic identity so that they recognize the prob-
lems in a broken Vietnamese society, as our congrega-
tion calls us to recognize the signs of the times, and help 
reconcile a broken world. In other words, the program 
should help inquirers see how they live their call in 
these social situations and will help them adjust their 
behavior and attitude. When they recognize their wrong 
behavior and attitude, they will recognize a need for 
change in line with their Catholic identity. To achieve 
change, we need to organize prayer and discussions as a 
community about this program so it is most beneficial 
for our candidates in the future. 

Third, we need to be in contact with young people; in 
particular, students studying in universities and col-
leges. So, we need to buy or rent a house for students to 
live for free in order to be able to train new candidates 
in the first stages of inquiry and initial formation. If we 
have an opportunity and ability to buy a house, I believe 
we should. Then the house belongs to us, and if we do 
not use it, we can sell it. If we rent a house for a long 
time, we have to pay for it every month, and in the long 
run, have to spend more money on rent. 

During the time I have been living with Fr. Dien and 
the pledged candidates and have come into contact with 
new candidates, I have recognized that the members 

of the Vietnamese Mission need to take ownership for 
training new candidates. We have to show them what 
the spirituality of the Precious Blood is. We can help 
them to recognize their call and responsibility when 
they become the Missionaries of Precious Blood mem-
bers in the future. 

As I mentioned above, Vietnam’s culture and society 
is completely different from other countries. According 
to Vietnam’s culture, our new candidates need a model 
leader. That means as they see how their leader lives, 
they will also live the same. Therefore, we Vietnamese 
members need to help them to be aware of their views 
and behavior so that they can then choose on their own 
if they want to live a Precious Blood life.

The Vietnam Mission’s formation program will 
remain true to the Kansas City Province’s forma-
tion program, but the format will better speak to 
Vietnam’s culture.

 As I evaluate the Vietnamese Mission’s formation 
program, I have discussed my opinion with Formation 
Directors of other religious congregations. Many have 
applied formation program formats from their sponsor-
ing congregation, but they have had limited success. I 
think we should not follow their examples. I am still 
aware of our mission, in which we have to live the spirit 
of reconciliation and renewal of the spirituality of the 
Precious Blood of Christ. ◆

2016 Provincial Assembly

June 6-8
Church of the Annunciation
Kearney, Missouri

Featured Speaker:

Sr. Simone Campbell, sss
Executive Director of NETWORK

Faith in Action
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How does 
God call you
to a Precious 
Blood life?

I feel privileged to 
be invited into people’s 
lives through the sacra-
ments, whether it is at 
the beginning of life or 
the end of life, during an 
illness of body or soul, 
or regular communion. 
These moments are truly 
grace filled moments.
Fr. Mark Yates, c.pp.s.
St. Francis Xavier Parish
St. Joseph, Missouri


