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 In early March, 2013, Sister Hang Pham, ASC, traveled from Chicago 
to Wichita with Brother Dominic Nhan Bui, C.PP.S., a Missionary of the 
Precious Blood from Vietnam, to explore the possibility of entering the 
English as Second Language program at Wichita State University. He wanted 
to become more fluent in English, both spoken and written, in preparation 
for study at Catholic Theological Union. Brother Dominic and his formator, 
Fr. Joseph Bathke, C.PP.S., were impressed with the program and made 
arrangements for Brother Dominic to enroll. So a wonderful relationship 
began between the Wichita ASCs and Brother Dominic. His infectious 
laughter and spirited, outgoing personality endeared him to the Wichita ASCs 
immediately. He became “one of us” almost instantly!

Brother Dominic was offered hospitality at the Wichita Center in early 
June, 2013 and has lived at the Center since then. He enrolled in ESL classes 
at Wichita State University for the 2013-2014 academic year. He excels in 
his studies under the daily tutelage of Sisters Anacleta Schuette, ASC, and 
Bernadine Wessel, ASC.

Immediately on taking up 
residence at the Wichita Center, 
Brother Dominic became a true 
community member, praying 
with the sisters and attending 
daily Mass, eating meals with 
the sisters, joining in feast day 
gatherings, birthday celebrations, 
and enjoying visiting with the 
sisters in groups or in one-
to-one encounters. In these 
conversations he has shared so 
much information about his 
home country and life in Vietnam 
that helps the ASCs understand 
the Vietnamese culture. He also 
is a true “servant of the servants”: 
he waits at the end of the cafeteria 
serving line and helps carry trays 
for sisters needing assistance 
going from the serving line to a 
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table, and after the meal, gathers trays from the sisters’ 
tables and carries them to the dishwasher window—
always with a gracious smile.

But, who is Brother Dominic? He was born in South 
Vietnam; his mother and seven siblings still live there. 
He was baptized in the Peace Catholic Church, and 
educated for one year in a Catholic school and then went 
to the Communist Education System for his elementary 
and secondary education. Nhan tells of life when the 
Communists took over the government of Vietnam in 
1975: the family was under great stress as they lost all 
their possessions and their carpenter shop was closed. 
Life was very hard for his parents and brothers who 
struggled to provide for their family.

After graduation from Dong Do University with a 
major in Economic Law, Nhan responded to God’s call 
becoming a definitively incorporated member of the 
Kansas City Province in 2008. After starting formation, 
he studied Philosophy and Theology at Lasallian Institute 
of Theology and two years of Theology at Dominican 
Center of Studies in Vietnam. He discerned God’s call 
to the priesthood and thus his journey to the United 
States began.

In May, 2012, Nhan arrived in Chicago to study English 
prior to his admission to Catholic Theological Union. 
After one year, his formators wanted a more intensive 
immersion language program for him—so began his 
sojourn with the ASCs in Wichita.

When Nhan returns to Chicago at the end of May, 
2014, he will pursue theological studies at Catholic 
Theological Union. After finishing his priestly training 
he will return to Saigon and live in community with the 
C.PP.S. priests and candidates there.

Nhan truly believes the message in the current C.PP.S. 
vocation brochure: “God will lead you more places than 
you ever dreamed possible.” Not in his wildest dreams 
did he think he would ever visit Wichita, Kansas and live 
in the convent with the ASCs. “I have learned so much 
from the sisters here and feel truly blessed for this gift of 
knowing and sharing life with the ASCs,” he said.

And, your presence as our brother in the Precious 
Blood family is truly a gift to us also, Brother Dominic. 
We will miss your presence very much and give you a 
promise of prayers for your future ministry as a member 
of the Precious Blood family.

Formation

Second Saturday of the Month
Next dates: April 12 and May 10 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
April 12th Presentation:
The Open Door of the Cross
by Fr. Joe Nassal, C.PP.S.

Coming home to a certain truth about our lives 
can open the door. A humbling experience or 
unconditional love pushes the door open. On 
this Saturday before Palm Sunday, we will gather 
at the open door of the cross and explore the 
message and meaning of Holy Week through 
prayer, presentations, silent reflection, and 
storytelling.

Days of Prayer & Reflection 
Precious Blood Center
2130 Saint Gaspar Way
Liberty, MO 64068

Questions? 
Contact Br. Daryl Charron, C.PP.S.
816-781-4344 x126
816-835-0344, cell
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Vincent Vu Thai Hoa
With all my ability, I desire to follow Christ in 

community life and service of the Church. In my 
formation, I have chosen to accompany poor workers, 
especially migrants. I’m very concerned about finding 
them places to live, and religious education for their 
children. Although I have had no experience or direct 
ministery with them yet, I will concentrate on learning 
skills helpful to them. I also ask you to pray, with 

God’s grace, that I will have enough courage to serve this ministry.

Paul Pham Xuan Anh Hao
I want to be part of community life in the 

Missionaries of the Precious Blood. I love community 
life and feel its meaning most profoundly.

I want to serve poor workers, especially the 
migrants, since they face many difficulties, both 
materially and spiritually.

I want to support those who have had faith crises, 
those who have received Christ but don’t know the Gospel, and those who are 
inactive in their faith.

Joseph Phung Van Ky
I was a caregiver for the homeless, especially street 

children, for over eight years before I came to the 
Community. During this time, I came to understand 
and to feel a part of the misery of the poor and the 
street children.

In these years, I have seen the poor struggle to 
get food and clothing. Hunger and cold are always 

the threat for them. There is even contempt; deprived of dignity and thrown 
out to the fringes of society, they are not recognized as human beings. Street 
children become slaves of the “evildoers,” taken advantage of, and used as a 
means of profit for unscrupulous ones. They have to live in poverty, in the 
street, working very hard all day in the trash heap and sleeping with an empty 
stomach almost every night.

My desire and my goal in the future is to work with and serve the poor. With 
what I have experienced with the poor, I have turned toward them and wish 
to serve them. Right now, I do not have a specific project in mind but I believe 
that I can help in the future after formation.

as told to by Fr. Dien Truong, C.PP.S. 
Director of Initial Formation, Vietnam Mission

Goals of Initial Candidates
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Assembly 2014

by Fr. Joe Nassal, C.PP.S., Provincial Director

Drawing All Peoples Near: Provincial Assembly 2014

A Jesuit, a Franciscan, a Divine Word missionary and 
a Precious Blood missionary walked into a bar…actually, 
it wasn’t a bar and this isn’t the beginning of a tired joke 
comparing religious congregations. At the recent regional 
meeting of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men, I 
was on a panel with a Jesuit, a Franciscan, and a Divine 
Word missionary to respond to three questions:

1. What is your congregation’s charism, your unique 
gift to the Church?

2. In your religious congregation, what gives you 
hope for the future?

3. How has Pope Francis sparked enthusiasm within 
your congregation, your ministries? 

We were each given five to ten minutes to offer our 
reflections on these three questions. None of us had 
anything written down—which is unusual for me since I 
always like to have some notes as both a security blanket 
and timekeeper. We learned in preaching class that if 
you write out your homilies, you will be less prone to 
wander aimlessly and at length. But taking our cue from 
Pope Francis who seems very comfortable talking “off the 
cuff,” we each shared our responses to the three questions 

and discovered again the diversity and richness that is 
religious life.

In capturing our charism, I always return to three keys 
words: reconciliation, renewal, and proclamation. As 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood, we are to be about 
the reconciliation of the world in the blood of Christ and 
the renewal of the Church through the proclamation of 
the Word. Reconciliation and renewal have forged our 
identity since St. Gaspar founded the congregation in 
1815. His means of bringing about this reconciliation and 
renewal was through the proclamation of the Word.

As we prepare for our 200th anniversary of the birth 
of our Congregation and the 50th anniversary of the 
beginning of the Kansas City Province in 2015, our 
provincial assemblies the past two years have focused on 
these ingredients of our charism and spirituality. Two 
years ago Bill Huebsch guided us in reflecting on our call 
to renew the church by rediscovering the documents of 
the Second Vatican Council and how we might promote 
the renewal of Vatican II in our parishes and ministries. 

Last year, Precious Blood Fathers Bob Schreiter and 
Jerry Stack reflected on the history and evolution of our 

Now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near through the blood of Christ.
-Ephesians 2:13
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spirituality and the charism of St. Gaspar and how we 
might apply our unique gift to the signs of these times.

The 2014 Provincial Assembly will focus on the theme 
of Reconciliation. As we announced previously, we 
are excited to have with us noted author and speaker 
Sister Joyce Rupp, OSM, and Precious Blood Father 
David Kelly, director of the Precious Blood Ministry of 
Reconciliation in Chicago. On Tuesday, June 3, Sister 
Joyce will lead us in a day of reflection on our call to be 
a compassionate and reconciling presence in our world. 
Our day of prayer culminates with the Eucharist and the 
covenant ceremony with our companions.

On Wednesday morning, June 4, Father Dave will 
discuss the ministry in Chicago, focusing especially 
on restorative justice as a model for reconciliation. In 
the afternoon, we will have some updates on province 
ministries, including Precious Blood Center, and discuss 
future possibilities for developing the center as a place 
of reconciliation and renewal. We will also likely have 
a couple of other business items to discuss including a 
request from our missionaries in Tanzania. We will close 
our assembly with Eucharist and a banquet honoring 
our missionaries celebrating significant anniversaries of 
ordination and incorporation.

We are also honored to welcome our new moderator 
general, Precious Blood Father Bill Nordenbrock, to our 
assembly this year. As the first director of companions 
and former director of the Precious Blood Ministry 
of Reconciliation in Chicago, Fr. Bill is well known 
among us and we look forward to his first visit to the 
Kansas City Province since becoming moderator general 
last July.

We will open the 2014 Provincial Assembly at 
Annunciation Parish in Kearney, Missouri on Monday 
evening, June 2, as we remember our communion with 
those members and companions who form the “cloud 
of witnesses” and on whose prayers we rely. We will 
also have brief remarks from the moderator general 
and provincial.

As I reflected on those three questions posed at the 
recent CMSM regional gathering, my answer to the first 
question led me the second: what gives me hope in our 
future is how our members, companions, and volunteers 
embody the charism and live the spirituality of the blood 
of Christ. At this year’s assembly, we have an opportunity 
to deepen our understanding of reconciliation and 
celebrate our commitment to be ambassadors of the 
blood of Christ in our church and in our world. I look 
forward to seeing you there! 

The Humility of Letting Go
by Gerry Downs, Precious Blood Companion

Since the Lord makes use of humble souls 
for the grand works of his glory, and in order 
to come into special communion with God 
 let us this year resolve upon an ever more 
perfect acquisition of the virtue of humility. 
May this virtue be the governor of our 
thoughts, affection, words and deeds that we 
may again find favor in the eyes of God. Sixth 
Circular Letter, 1832.

How many times must we forgive? If you 
do the math, as school children used to 
do, then I think you might see that even 
though you may have the correct answer 
mathematically, the correct answer religiously 
goes to infinity. How often do you need and 
want to be forgiven? Each time I know that I 
need forgiveness, I hope that God’s patience 
has not run its course in my case. I want and 
need almost continual forgiveness because of 
my human ability to be less than perfect. And 
if I want to be forgiven for everything I do 
wrong each time I do it, I need to realize that 
others who share this life with me need and 
want it too. Where have I failed to forgive? 
Where have I held grudges? Whom do I 
need to be reconciled with in my life today? 
Reconciliation does not mean that we forgive 
and forget. Only God seems to have the 
capacity to do that, the forgetting part, I mean. 
But when I remember the hurts that have been 
done to me, or which have been done by me, I 
need it to be a reminder not to make the same 
mistakes again.

Originally posted on the Gaspar Virtual
Spirituality Center, November 11, 2013



The New Wine Press   •   Page    •  April 2014

Precious Blood Volunteers

by Vanessa Steger, Precious Blood Volunteer
Education to Break the Cycle of Poverty

Today, as I write this, it is the two month anniversary 
of my first day at Cristo Rey Kansas City High School 
(CRKC). When first asked to write this article, I felt 
I hadn’t earned the right to share my reflections on 
my work. Only three months ago, I spent my days in 
classrooms as a student at the University of Notre Dame. 
Now I spend my days in classrooms as a staff member at 
Cristo Rey Kansas City.

The Notre Dame Postgraduate Service Fair and 
mysterious inward promptings brought me to the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood; my mechanical 
engineering degree brought me to Cristo Rey. The 
school’s 2013 strategic plan had as its first academic 
goal, “Develop and enhance robust curricular and 
co-curricular STEM (Science-Technology-Engineering-
Math) programs,” and CRKC’s president had discussed 

getting help for these programs with our Precious Blood 
Volunteer Director. Come late November, there I was, an 
engineer in the stack of applications. 

CRKC is part of the national Cristo Rey Network, 2 
schools which share a mission to provide “a quality, 
Catholic, college preparatory education to young people 
who live in urban communities with limited educational 
options.” More than 90% of CRKC students qualify for the 
federal free and reduced lunch program, and their work 
with our corporate partners five weekdays every month 
partly pays their tuition. Our student body is about 0% 
Hispanic and 35% African American, making me part of 
the minority for the first time in my life. CRKC empowers 
students with its educational emphasis on college 
preparation and Corporate Work Study Program. During 
my first week, I heard a student complain to the assistant 

Vanessa Steger (3rd from the left) with the CRKC Robotics Club at the FIRST Tech Challenge.

“In [my] family there has not been a person to go to college. My parents never went to college because they came to the USA 
so we (my brothers and sister) can have a better future than them. My dad told me one day that since he did not go to 
college he only makes about 7 dollars an hour. That is about 56 dollars per day if he works for 8 hours also it is 392 dollars 
per week if he works from Monday to Sunday and 20,440 per year. He told me that education is the key to success.” 
     – An eighth grade applicant for Cristo Rey Kansas City’s Academic Scholarship
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principal that stuffing envelopes at her corporate work 
study job was boring. The assistant principal replied, 
“And that’s why you go to college—so you can get a 
more interesting job.” Our college counselor announced 
yesterday that 100% of the Class of 2014 has been 
accepted into a university or community college, proving 
true our tagline, “A school that works.”

Since early January, I’ve spent my afternoons teaching 
LabVIEW programming and modifying our robot named 
“Tracie” with the Robotics Club. In late January, we 
competed in the FIRST Tech Challenge at the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City, a robotics competition for 
seventh to twelfth graders, and now we focus on building 
foundational programming and engineering design skills. 
I am the chairperson of our first ever “Puma Science 
Expo,” a school-wide showcase of physics, biology, 
chemistry, anatomy, and forensics student projects and 
demonstrations. I supervise seniors taking online science 
courses, substitute teach as necessary, and help oversee 
daily lunch duty. Every day, I feel grateful that Precious 
Blood Volunteers led me to Cristo Rey to help open 
doors to interesting, high demand work in STEM fields 
for these young people. This opportunity humbles and 
challenges me.

I am an engineer at heart, and engineering means 
solving problems to meet needs. I see many needs within 
this vibrant community and within myself as I work with 
students struggling against incredible odds in a school 
committed to a lofty vision: the need for faith, the need 
for self-assurance, the need for persistent hard work. 
At Cristo Rey, students can clearly see the connection 
between education, work, and quality of life. My own 
remarkable parents told me long ago they donate to 
inner-city Catholic schools because education is the key 
to ending poverty. Hand in hand, the Missionaries of the 
Precious Blood and Cristo Rey have brought this vision 
to life.

Vanessa Steger watches as two of her students work on
programming for their robot.

The Human Development Fund 
and Precious Blood Scholarship 
applications are now available at 
kcprovince.org/scholarship-hdf.

Questions? Contact:
Fr. Al Ebach, C.PP.S. - scholarship information 
alebachcpps@yahoo.com

Fr. Joe Uecker, C.PP.S. - HDF information 
jucpps@gmail.com

Visit Us on the Web!

kcprovince.org
Go there for:

Province Events
The Weekly Wine Press (blog)
The New Wine Press
Gaspar Virtual Spirituality Center

and more!
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PBMR: The New Creation

True Authority Comes From Relationship
by Dave Kelly, C.PP.S., Director PBMR

There has always been a tension between those in 
authority and those who are subject to authority. Both 
leadership and those whose office carries the weight of 
authority need to understand that there is a difference 
between being authoritarian and having authority. 
Authoritarian is the wielding of power, but true authority 
comes through respect, love and relationship.

We took some youth on an outing and as we were 
preparing, one of the kids asked whether I was going. 
Another of the youth responded quickly, “You know 
Fr. Kelly is going—going with us savages.” Only a few 
days prior, I had given a talk on the lack of self-esteem 
and self-worth of young people who grow up in the 
midst of violence, so that word savage did not escape 
me. Too many young people grow up feeling little self-
worth. But what that young man was referring to was 
that when we go with them on these outings, they tend 
to act differently—their best selves. For this young man, 
because of my relationship with him, because I have 
been there for him when he needed support, I had a level 
of authority. Frankly, many of us at the PB Center have 
authority, not because we have any power, but because 
we are consistently present in their lives. For many youth, 
adult relationships are fragile and fleeting. Couple that 

with adults thinking that authority is power-based—
when in reality it is relationship-based—we find youth 
who are seen as less respectful and less connected.

Authority also demands a sense of humility, that we 
set aside our need for things to go our way or according 
to our plans. There is humility in listening to the story 
of another. It is the act of valuing that person so much 
so that you are willing to set aside your own needs and 
desires in honor of them. 

Carmen lost her son to gun violence. He died on her 
front porch as he was trying to come home. In her grief 
she questioned God. She struggled for a long time with 
trying to reconcile her feelings of anger and hate with her 
Catholic faith that teaches reconciliation and forgiveness. 
But eventually, as she stood before God with all her 
questions and emotions, she came to know his love. 
Because her deep anger could not remain “in-sync” with 
God’s love, she made the decision to allow God’s love in. 
It demanded that she surrender her pain to God, finding 
refuge in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
That surrender was an act of humility. Her journey is not 
over, nor is her pain something of the past. Her journey, 
however, is not done alone. She has found that in her 

continued on page 9

Fr. Dave Kelly, C.PP.S. leads a circle meeting at PBMR
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Precious Blood Companions

Springtime Voices of Faith
by David, Matz, C.PP.S., Interim Director of Companions

Spring is making its presence known. It’s a marginal 
season where cold nights yield to the warmth of 
the sun’s rays. Although brown is the color of the 
landscape, if you look closely enough there is a hint of 
green peeking through with the promise of abundant 
life. Such has been my experience as I continue 
the Appreciative Discernment Process. We in the 
Companions Movement have been using this process to 
determine our core values, our dreams and direction in 
the future. Companion stories shared are the frost that 
once thawed and seeping into the earth, cause seeds to 
sprout, grass and flowers to bloom to reveal the hidden 
life that reasserts itself giving Glory to God. Having 
visited companions in the Cincinnati Province, I am 
now in the Kansas City Province listening to the stories 
of the companions here. There is abundant life in our 
community: a person only has to stop, look, and listen 
for the new life to spring forth.

The stories of faith you have shared from your hearts 
have been a true blessing. One companion shared: “To 
have sat among my Precious Blood brothers and sisters 
and seen their faces and heard their voices as they 
shared their joys, hope, laughter, and tears, and to have 
sat there and looked around the different circles made 
me realize that I was seeing the face of Christ.” Another 
companion said: “When I began, I looked to someone 
else in the group as a role model. I now recognize 
that the spirituality I once learned about has gone 
from my head to my heart. I have embodied Precious 
Blood spirituality completely. It has transformed my 
heart.” Another companion shared: “When I preached 
on a mission team with a Precious Blood priest and 
a Precious Blood sister, people thought I was a sister 
as well. I shared with them that I was a Precious 
Blood companion and married. Their confused look 
opened the way for me to share about the Companion 
Movement.”

The stories you have shared affirm that companions 
throughout our community are steeped in the three 
pillars of our congregation: community, spirituality, and 
mission. One of the most often heard and challenging 
thoughts shared is that companions are greying as the 
incorporated members of the community are greying. 
How do we walk with and invite young people to share 
in our charism?

As the Companion Council and I continue to collect, 
assess, and reflect on the many stories, we intend to share 
our findings at the upcoming 2014 Assemblies. Having 
determined three vision statements corresponding to 
each pillar of our community, we will ask ourselves 
what kind of leadership structure we need to fulfill the 
dreams we have heard. Please continue to pray for all the 
companions I will meet over the coming months, and for 
the Spirit’s guidance as we move forward.

faith, in her relationship with Christ’s passion, death and 
resurrection, God is present in a very real way. Frankly, 
the celebration of the Eucharist has taken on a new and 
profound meaning her life.

The Prodigal Son story in Luke’s gospel has long been 
a story of reconciliation. The father embraces his sinful 
son upon his return. But the father in the story of the 
Prodigal Son had to embrace a humility in order to place 
the needs of his returning son before his own. How many 
of his neighbors no doubt said, “This old man allows 
his son to run all over him.” The older son, also, rebukes 
his father for his act of forgiveness. To forgive one who 
has done you great harm demands humility; to recognize 
them as a creation of God, even as you carry the pain 
of their action, demands a faith that embraces that 
seeming contradiction.

Adults often speak of the “younger” generation as 
being rebellious or disrespectful. There has always been 
a challenge for older adults to understand the ways of 
the youth. But today, as always, youth are in need of, and 
often times are looking for, authority in their lives. But 
that authority cannot be based on power or position, it 
has to be based on relationship.

For the past 35 years, I have worked among a 
population of young people who have lived and acted 
outside the norms of society. They have often been 
confronted by authority, but too often what they needed 
the most was an authority that recognizes them as 
worthwhile, that seeks to be in relationship with them. 
What we learn in the sacred scriptures is that the 
authority of God comes through the relationship. God 
embraces us with a father’s love and calls us to be our 
best selves.

True Authority, continued from page 8
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Vocations

“Are you baptized or were you baptized?” Although 
this might just seem to be a play on words, it does make a 
difference. I had the opportunity to preach and share my 
story at St. Francis Xavier Parish, St. Joseph, Missouri. 
We had just celebrated the Baptism of the Lord and so I 
followed with the theme of water and baptism.

Several summers ago, Debbie Bolin, Campus Minister 
at Sacred Heart School, Sedalia and several youth 
attended NDVision at Notre Dame with me. It is a week-
long summer camp with separate sessions for youth and 
youth ministers. At one of our sessions, a deacon shared 
his story. His ministry included working with families 
preparing for baptism. One family who was new to the 
parish also had a newborn to be baptized. After they had 
completed the paperwork, they went into the church. 
The deacon was walking them through the rite. As they 
approached the baptismal font, the father said, “I want 
to be baptized!” The deacon tried to explain to him that 
a person is only baptized once. Back and forth they 
went until suddenly the man plunged his hands into the 
water, scooped it up, and drenched himself. As the water 
dripped from his head, he said, “Now I AM baptized!” 

I have told that story several times and each time I 
plunge my hands into the water and drench myself. As 
the water drips from my head, I ask the question, “Are 
you baptized or were you baptized?” If we say, “We were 
baptized,” then it is just a one time event recorded on the 
calendar. If we say, “We are baptized,” then we recognize 
that call each and every day. It is answering that call of 
baptism in service to others that leads us to seek our 
vocation in life.

I’ve shared the story at various retreats I have led. 
The look on people’s faces is sometimes priceless. As 
baptized people, we are called to share God’s word and 
draw others closer to Christ. What am I doing in my life 
to share God’s word? What am I doing to draw others 
closer to God? Is God calling me to something more in 
my life? It is in asking and answering that question that 
we begin to realize our vocation in life. As ones who 
have answered that call in our life, are we seeking and 
encouraging others to discern that same call in 
their lives? 

Young people who were once involved in church 
and ministry have been asked why they didn’t consider 
religious life as a vocation. Their response is usually: “No 
one ever asked me. No one ever asked me to consider it.” 
We talk about vocations and pray for an increase, but do 
we ever point blank ask or say to anyone, “I think you 
would make a good priest. Would you consider it?”

Once as I celebrated a baptism, the older brother to the 
child being baptized was sitting on the end of the pew. I 
noticed he kept staring at the water and looking up at his 
dad. So I asked him, “What else do we do with water?” 
Almost on cue he exclaimed, “We splash in it!” “Are you 
sure?” “Yes!” And so I took a big hand of water and I 
splashed him. He got a big grin on his face and then the 
tears starting flowing. What I didn’t know was that before 
I walked into the church he had been splashing in the 
water and had gotten a spanking for it. He wasn’t sure if 
he was in trouble again.

Water, a simple gift, a gift that sometimes we might 
even take for granted, gets used in so many different 
ways: we splash in it, we play in it, we drink it to refresh 
our bodies, we wash in it. Maybe today we need a 
good splash in it to remind ourselves of our baptismal 
promises. Whenever we dip our hand in the holy water 
and make the sign of the cross, might we ask ourselves, 
“What is God calling me to today?” 

Splash in the Water
by Fr. Timothy Armbruster, C.PP.S., Regional Vocation Director
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Special Feature

At the Foot of the Cross
by Fr. Keith Branson, C.PP.S., Publications Editor

The Triduum had an entirely different meaning in 
Gaspar’s day: it wouldn’t be terribly wrong to say there 
was no Triduum in his time. Walking through these three 
days with Gaspar takes a little imagination; however I 
think Gaspar has a lot of offer us as we travel this road. 
Gaspar always preached Christ crucified at the center of 
his message, and even though the focus of Holy Week of 
his time was primarily on Good Friday, I don’t think it 
takes a lot of effort to touch Gaspar’s spirit in our current 
Triduum celebration. I offer these thoughts to give 
context and to supplement the other excellent reflections 
on the Triduum that have appeared in The New Wine 
Press and our other publications.

Holy Thursday
From the introduction of the Tridentine Missal of 1570 

until the reforms of Pius XII (1955), the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper was celebrated on Holy Thursday morning before 
noon. It was the last of three Masses celebrated on that 
day in the ancient church: first, a Mass where members 
of the Order of Penitents had the ashes washed from 
their foreheads and were restored to the Eucharistic table, 
then the Chrism Mass where the local bishop blessed the 
Holy Oils for the upcoming year, and finally the Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper. In Gaspar’s time, the first had long 
disappeared, and the Chrism Mass was still a Mass with 
the local bishop, so the Mass of the Lord’s Supper would 
have been the Mass that ordinary priests celebrated. It 
was not a time of great attendance by the people—who 
were only spectators at the Mass at that time—and not 
seen as the beginning of a season of its own. At the end 
of Mass, there was a ritual for stripping the altars in 
preparation for Good Friday.

The Holy Thursday foot washing ritual wasn’t part of 
Mass; that celebration became a separate service that day 
done after the last Mass of the day. There are stories that 
this ritual wasn’t limited to the clergy through the course 
of history; it was important to some pious rulers of the 
Middle Ages. A biographer of Saint Louis IX, crusader 
and King of France, was repulsed by the condition of 
some of the poor whose feet his monarch washed in 
this ritual.

Our connection to Gaspar’s spirit on Holy Thursday 
is probably best expressed in the act of washing feet. He 

became the president of Santa Galla Hospital before his 
ordination at the age of 22 (a remarkable responsibility 
for a young man!), and outreach to the poor was a focus 
of his life from the beginning of his personal history. 
Part of the ministry Gaspar envisioned coming out of 
his mission houses was caring for the poor of the area. 
I haven’t seen many references in Gaspar’s writings yet 
about his attitude toward different rituals of the Church, 
but metaphorically his service of the poor is a good 
paradigm for the example of Jesus’ washing his disciples’ 
feet.

In many ways, our sharing of the chalice today makes 
Gaspar’s devotion more prophetic, since communion 
under both species was reserved to the priest and only 
practiced in Eastern Rite Catholic churches at the time. 
Jesus’ words of Mark 14:25 and parallels is: “I shall not 
drink again the fruit of the vine until the day when I 
drink it new in the kingdom of God.” This can give us 
assurance that we truly are living in the kingdom of God.

Good Friday
Gaspar talks about Christ’s Passion extensively, a focus 

of his spirituality encouraged by his spiritual directior, 
Francesco Albertini, and popular in his time. He 
continually calls his spiritual directees and his fledgling 
community members to focus on one aspect of the 
Passion in their meditation. A favorite saying of his was: 
“How wonderful it is to stand with Mary at the foot of 
the Cross.”

Coming in May 2014
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The practice of Good Friday at that time would 
have included the Three Hours from noon to 3 in the 
afternoon of Good Friday, as well as other devotions 
centered around Christ’s Passion and death. Liturgically, 
the Good Friday liturgy itself has probably changed the 
least over the centuries. The high point of this day and 
of the spirituality focused on the moment of Christ’s 
death, the final victory over sin, a viewpoint reflected 
in Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ, a movie that 
crystallizes centuries of emphasis on that moment.

From my reading of Gaspar, the purpose of dwelling 
on the Passion wasn’t to lose oneself in grief over 
responsibility for Christ’s death. Meditation on the 
Passion was meant to build up a sense of gratitude for 
Christ’s extraordinary gift of his life, humility in seeing 
our struggles and sufferings being less than Christ’s, and 
eagerness to offer one’s own life entirely to Christ and 
his mission. Reflection on the Passion had a positive, 
life giving purpose, which Gaspar displayed in his 
energy and enthusiasm for mission that was fed by his 
devotional practice. It was also meant to be a positive 
remedy for a society in a time of troubles when human 
life was cheap, suffering was widespread, and hope was 
difficult to come by. It was part of Gaspar’s missionary 
goals and part of his effectiveness as a missionary, 
something he could leave behind to perpetuate his work.

Holy Saturday
The Holy Saturday liturgy in Gaspar’s time was 

celebrated early Saturday morning, and didn’t include 
the rites of initiation, which were restored by Pius XII in 
the 1950s. It would have been perceived as the last day of 
Lent. As today, it would have been a quiet day of waiting, 

even though the high point of the season had passed in 
Gaspar’s time.

Easter Sunday
Fr. Leonard Gottemoeller once told me that before 

Vatican II, Catholic priests never preached on the 
Resurrection, or mentioned it in discussing Christ’s 
saving power. The focus was entirely on the death 
of Christ. The Resurrection scene in The Passion of 
the Christ is minimal, and functions only to affirm it 
happened. The last presidential prayer of Good Friday 
refers to the Resurrection, and without it, Good Friday 
would not make sense.

Looking back at that time, we might observe that 
the Resurrection was always implied, since without 
it Christianity loses a key reason for being. Gaspar 
preached new hope, new relationship, new healing and 
new life in Christ. His zeal could be described as a lived 
Easter joy, even though he himself probably wouldn’t 
describe it as such. In our thought today, we see Good 
Friday through the empty tomb, and that might be a 
better understanding of Gaspar’s emphasis as well.

Easter is a day when we celebrate the fullness of 
redemption, the joy of our reconciliation in Christ. 
Gaspar embraced that joy and tried to spread it to others. 
Even though we should be cautious in reading too much 
into the past, to attribute our attitudes to people who 
would not have known our context, there is much about 
Gaspar that we can celebrate as we travel the Triduum 
together: he has much to teach us. As we stand at the foot 
of the Cross with Gaspar and Maria de Mattias, we can 
see the hope of reconciliation born in Christ’s Blood and 
the joy of redemption the Resurrection.
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